
THE LIVING, 
BREATHING SPIRIT 
OF EDMUND
There is no doubt that we are living through 
‘interesting times’ and never more has it been 
needed, than that we should be moved to raise our 
voice on behalf of the voiceless; that we should be 
moved to compassionate action so that, as Edmund 
did before us, we can open out hearts to Christ, 
present and appealing to us, in the poor and 
marginalized. 

It has been, and will continue to be important that we 
re-evaluate what we do, why we do it and how we do it. 
To this end, we have held two strategy days, facilitated 
by Caplor Horizons who are working with a number of 
groups across the ER world network.

    We have been blessed to have had a group, from     
    across our English Network, join us, on these two 
    days, to help frame our vision, our purpose and our 
    mission. Our strategic goals are:

    Building Capacity 
    · building and nurturing the network
    · transformational leadership

    Deepening Spirituality 
    · creating ‘breathing spaces’
    · sharing the good news
    · keeping connected with our roots
    · strengthening our shared Christian Mission

It is intended to launch the strategy at the Conference 
on the 5/6th October 2017.

‘The time is now, the place is here and we are the 
people’ from the Munnar Chapter. This is a call to us 
not to be limited to doing things the way they have 
always been done. It is a call to the laity, working 
with the Brothers, to ‘not be afraid’ but to ‘fly free as 
Edmund did’, to dare to bring hope for the world and to 
‘risk being different’. 
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We can dare to believe, in spite of everything that is 
happening in our world, that we are held secure in the 
hands of God and therefore we can trust what Pope 
Francis said in a talk he gave on the 25th April 
‘We can only build the future by standing together. 
We have so much to do, and we must do it 
together. Through the darkness of today’s conflicts, 
each and every one of us can become a bright candle, 
a reminder that light will overcome darkness. Hope is 
a humble, hidden seed of life that, with time, will 
develop into a large tree. And it can do so much, 
because a tiny flicker of light that feeds on hope is 
enough to shatter the shield of darkness.”

We are called, together to be people of hope.

Roisin Maguire
Director of the Edmund Rice Office

Roisin in Geneva, see page 8

The time is now, the place is here and we are the people.
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RUNNYMEDE 
CHILDREN ATTEND 
JUBILEE MASS:  GOOD 
SHEPHERD EVENT
The Metropolitan Cathedral, Thurs 15th June 

The Mass for children, was organised by ‘Nugent’ 
and celebrated by Bishop Thomas Williams with 
students and teachers from Archdiocese schools 
and colleges. The theme of the Mass was 
#LiveOutLove which celebrated the faith in action 
of our young people and the continuous service 
they give to help the most vulnerable people in the 
Archdiocese in the spirit of Fr. James Nugent.

At this Mass we gave thanks for the huge
fundraising efforts of our schools and colleges who 
raise money throughout Lent, in support of the 
Good Shepherd Fund. Music at the Mass was led 
by a 1000 strong choir of children from across the 
Archdiocese. Runnymede children from 
Year 3 and 4 formed part of the choir and 
presented their cheque for £606.54 towards the 
Good Shepherd Appeal. 

ST MARY’S 
PREPARATORY EDMUND 
RICE GROUP
The Edmund Rice Group at St. Mary’s Preparatory 
has been very enthusiastic, keen and shown strong 
commitment this term.  

The group consists of 25 children who are very willing 
to give up their time, energy and commitment to 
those around them.  Every Friday the group meets for 
prayer and reflection and they discuss any worries or 
issues they may have.  Each week a different member 
of the group will lead a collective worship. The children 
have enjoyed raising money for St. Martin’s in Liberia 
and helping others in their school and the local 
community.

In September the children organised a cake sale on 
the school playground at home time. They designed 
posters and made their own cakes. The children 
decided that if any cakes were left over they would 
donate them to the local nursing home and enjoy tea 
and cakes with the residents. They raised over £100. 
During Easter term, the Edmund Rice Group thought 
of many different ideas to raise money for the NSPCC. 
They organised a ‘sportathon’ for the whole school, 
where each year competed in different fun sporting 
activities. We were overwhelmed with the generosity 
of families in the school as we raised a staggering 
£1,300.

This Summer term, we focused on the local 
community. The children have been collecting food for 
our local Food Bank. They made posters for each class 
and presented an assembly about the local food bank 
and which foods should be brought in. Again, the 
children have been very generous and we have 
donated over 200 items of food. 

On a weekly basis the group visits our local residential 
care home called Craignair. The children have shown 
maturity, confidence and excellent communication 
skills. They enjoy having conversations, playing games, 
playing their musical instruments and singing to the 
residents. This outreach programme is very much in 
keeping with the tradition and ethos of Edmund Rice. 
In offering opportunities of service and responsibility, 
links between school, home parish and community are 
developed and strengthened.  

Each term, the group meets up with Tom Murray 
where they learn, reflect and discuss the Edmund Rice 
eight essentials. This has helped the group to focus 
their minds on scripture and the words of inspirational 
people. Sian Moran,  St. Mary’s Prep, Crosby

As part of ‘Other Faith Week’ Year 3 and 4 
visited Princes Road Synagogue, the first 
Grade 1 listed Synagogue outside London. 
The children were amazed by the ornate 
beauty of the synagogue, and learned lots of 
interesting facts about Judaism as the guide 
showed them around. Everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed the visit!  This event showed how 
much it links in with the ethos of Edmund Rice 
in respect of its inclusivity.

Lucy Robinson, Runnymede, St. Edward’s 
School, Liverpool

ST.  JOSEPH’S PREP SCHOOL
During Lent, each Prep class took turns to run their Lenten 
activities. These ranged from cake sales, ‘Guess the name 
of the Teddy?’  ‘How Many Goals You Can Score?’  to selling 
popcorn. 

These activities are always very well supported by the whole 
school and help to raise a large amount of money which again is 
distributed to local charities.

In May we honoured Our Blessed Lady with our annual May Day 
procession led by Prep 3. Emma was our May Queen and 
crowned Mary. This year the children performed a traditional 
Morris Dance. All the children in school brought flowers for Mary 
and these were later taken to the Douglas Macmillan Hospice 
where they were used to brighten the wards and to be sold to 
raise funds.

During May Miss Kent and Mr Salt joined 
other members of the Edmund Rice 
family to travel to Geneva to observe the 
Universal Periodic Review; both members 
of staff found this a valuable experience 
which they were able to talk about in 
school to children, staff and Governors 
and thus added to the work which is taking place in school around 
Human Rights.

At the start of June, the children from 
Prep 5 spent three days at Alton Castle on 
a Retreat. The children really enjoyed this 
experience. They were able to take part in 
a number of activities, including bike
riding, survival, climbing and a nightline 
walk; each activity ends with a time of 
Reflection and prayer, which the children 

found really valuable. The children also attended Mass in the 
lovely church at Alton Castle on the Thursday night.

We will end our school year with our Leavers Mass. This will be led 
by the children of Prep 6, as we give thanks to God for their time 
spent at St Joseph’s Prep and ask His blessing on them as they 
start their adventures at their new schools.

Throughout the school year the children of Prep 6 have once 
again taken part in the Edmund Rice Awards. The children have 
really enjoyed this experience and have been enthusiastic 
about trying a number of different and innovative ways of helping 
our local community and living out the charism of Blessed 
Edmund Rice.

Vicky Kent, St. Joseph’s Prep School,Stoke-on-Trent

   ST. AMBROSE PREP SCHOOL
   EXPERIENCE IN ZAMBIA

As teachers in an Edmund Rice school we were very grateful to be 
given the opportunity to take part in this year’s Easter 
Immersion Retreat Experience.  

Annually, our school connects with the Edmund Rice Brothers 
and we make a donation to developing countries in Africa. The 
aim of our immersion programme was to see the world through 
the eyes of other people, especially the poor or marginalised, and 
so analyse what we could do to help. 

We travelled to Zambia and were greeted by the Christian 
Brothers who we stayed with during our visit. During our stay 
we had a timetable of places to see and experience. We visited 
orphanages, AIDS centres, schools, pre-schools, infant schools 
and a hospice. The children in school showcased their tradition-
al African singing and dancing. We also experienced taking a 
trip on the local bus to the city markets. Every experience was 
worthwhile and different. The African people were so happy and 
grateful to host us. There were many inspirational characters 
who talked about some of the projects they are involved in which 
included setting up schools for those in need and helping others 
less fortunate.

We had the opportunity to take part in various Easter celebrations 
which included Palm Sunday procession, Good Friday service with 
the Poor Clare’s and finished with the Easter Vigil on Saturday. 

The immersion has been a totally life changing experience for us 
both. We spoke to people who come from completely different 
cultures and have different perspectives and ideas on life. Each 
day finished with a meditation, where we reflected on what we 
had seen and experienced that day and were often very 
emotional sessions. 

We were lucky enough to have met so many inspirational and 
selfless people during our visit and we hope to continue to
develop these relationships in the future. 

Money raised by the boys from St. Ambrose Prep, during our 
Lenten Appeal, will benefit five projects which  we personally 
identified.

Kate Waters & Gillian Turner, St. Ambrose Prep School, Altrincham
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CHANGE IN THE 
EDMUND RICE OFFICE
Anyone calling or telephoning the Edmund 
Rice Office at Woodeaves, Hale Barns since 
September 2001 would be greeted with the 
warm reassuring voice of Shelagh Lochery. 

“For me Shelagh Lochery represents the voice 
of Woodeaves. This I discovered some years 
ago, when I first had occasion to contact 
Woodeaves by telephone, for the first voice 
which greeted me was that of Shelagh, 
gentle, measured, and most gracious.” 
(Brian Monaghan, Belfast). The caller’s request 
or query would be treated with great 
professionalism and with urgency and 
confidentiality. Shelagh would provide you with 
an answer or at least lead you to where you 
might find an answer. Some of the Christian 
Brothers at Woodeaves would visit Shelagh 
regularly in her office for sharing, or just a chat. 

A new voice will greet callers to the Edmund Rice 
Office from September as Shelagh Lochery is 
retiring from the office at the end of 
August – though she will continue to be a regular 
visitor at Woodeaves.

Having Shelagh in the Edmund Rice Office has 
made a very significant contribution to the 
Development of the Edmund Rice Network 
England over the past 16 years. 

Shelagh is also a household name across the 
International Edmund Rice Network. She organised 
and managed many new initiatives here in England 
which have now become part and parcel of our 
Network which include, among other things, regular 
spiritual conversation/reflection sessions, prayer 
gatherings, regular poetry and music sessions and a 
wide selection of other topics offered by a variety of 
different professional presenters. One presenter says: 
“Shelagh has been the charming hostess of this event, 
and in this I have always been struck by the calm 
efficiency of her organisational skills”

Shelagh is passionately committed to the works 
of justice. Her heart and mind is ever open to new 
possibilities and new relationships in order to advo-
cate, educate and equip people in the area of human 
rights, justice and advocacy. She nurtured intercon-
nectedness within the various strands and the diverse 
expressions of the Edmund Rice movements. Shelagh 
is a weekly volunteer with the Asylum link Revive in 
Salford and with the Trussel Trust in the relief of Food 
Poverty at Wythenshawe.

Shelagh Lochery is a woman seeking God through 
family, community, prayer, hospitality and service to 
others. She never treats her role at the centre of the 
Edmund Rice Network England as just a job. For her it 
is a ministry exploring the Mystery we call God in 
people made poor and the whole earth community. 

Shelagh will be a regular and popular visitor with the 
Edmund Rice Network at Woodeaves after August.   

“All shall be well.” Julian of Norwich 

P G Gordon cfc Woodeaves, Hale Barns

ST. AMBROSE COLLEGE
TUS NUA  -  NEW BEGINNINGS
I will soon be leaving St Ambrose College in Hale Barns and 
relocating to the North of Ireland. An exciting new 
opportunity at a lovely Catholic school has presented itself 
and I am looking forward to the joys and challenges ahead. 

However, I will greatly miss working in Edmund Rice 
education and the support, warmth, love and inspiration that 
I have received from many members of the Network has been 
truly superb; whilst it is impossible to name everyone (and my 
apologies for missing out any names if I have!) I am 
sincerely grateful to Tom Murray, Shelagh Lochery, Brother 
Martin O’Flaherty, Brother Ger O’Connell, Brother Brian Bond, 
Brother Tony Twomey, Brother Dominic Sassi and Roisin Maguire 
(an absolutely lovely woman whom I feel that I have only just got 
to know...and now I am leaving!).

Brother Martin once said to me that Brother Philip Pinto’s belief 
was that the only way to strengthen the charism of Blessed 
Edmund Rice is to let it “fly free” and I feel that the respect, 
trust and autonomy James Keulemans the Principal, has given 
me, in my unofficial role as Edmund Rice ministries coordinator 
at St Ambrose College, has been a big factor in the charism of 
Edmund flourishing at St Ambrose College. 

Of all my ministries at St Ambrose College my favourite has 
certainly been running the Edmund Rice International group. 
I am reassured to leave knowing that the ERI group is in safe 
hands as the incoming Deputy Principal, Mr. Dermot Rainey, 
himself a native of the North of Ireland with a background in 
Christian Brothers’ education, has kindly agreed to take it on 
and indeed is very excited by the prospect. I have encountered 
Dermot a number of times over the years and cannot imagine 
a more perfect person to take on the mantle of Edmund Rice 
ministries coordinator - he even shares the birthday of Blessed 
Edmund himself! 

Anyway, a big thank you to everyone who has supported me 
over the years within the Edmund Rice Network - I wish you 
all the very best of health and happiness and look forward to 
keeping in touch.

Dale Krause
St. Ambrose College, Hale Barns, Altrincham

EDMUND RICE CAMPS’ SENIOR 
LEADERS’ PILGRIMAGE
Senior volunteers from the Edmund Rice Camps enjoyed their 
Annual Pilgrimage from 18th-20th April 2017.

Over the past few years, our young leaders have visited Belfast, 
Rome, and Geneva, However, this year, it was time for them to 
return to where it all began and re-trace the footsteps of Blessed 
Edmund Rice. Travelling to Dublin, the group stayed at the 
Emmaus Centre in Swords before travelling to Callan and Waterford 
to visit Edmund Rice’s birthplace and Mount Sion, the site of the 
first school run by the Christian Brothers.

Of course, following in the footsteps of Edmund can’t truly be done 
without the input of today’s Christian  Brothers. And so, the 
entertaining and reflective support of Br Martin O’Flaherty was 
most valuable on our journey. We also appreciated the welcome 
offered by Br Malachy Gillen at Westcourt and by Br Phil Ryan and 
his wonderful team at Mount Sion.

On returning to Dublin, there was, of course, plenty of time to enjoy 
some traditional Irish hospitality before rounding off the Pilgrimage 
with reflection session on our final morning. The Pilgrimage plays a 
huge part in inspiring our young people through the work of the 
wider Network and helps ensure Camps are run in the true Spirit of 
Edmund. Education as its focus, and Justice at its future.”

Tom Murray, Youth Development Co-ordinator

5

‘

Former Headteacher of St. Joseph’s College, Stoke-on-Trent, 
Roisin Maguire, is the new Director of the Edmund Rice Schools 
Office and is based in Woodeaves, Hale Barns.  We would like to 
warmly welcome her and wish her every success in her new role.

4



EDMUND RICE INTERNATIONAL ADVOCACY 
GROUPS
A huge thanks to this year’s ERI Youth Ambassadors and the ERI Sixth Form Groups for all the campaigning 
work they have done over the year!

Youth Development Coordinator Tom Murray has been working closely with these groups in all our Edmund Rice 
Schools and has been so impressed by the amazing range of activities they have been involved in!

As well as local campaigns highlighting the plight of asylum 
seekers, refugees, homeless people and those affected by food 
poverty, the ERI Groups have been working on a publication 
including interviews and photographs by asylum seekers 
in Liverpool and Salford which will be printed and 
distributed throughout the Network this Summer. 
They have also supported the Edmund Rice Education
 Beyond Borders ‘I Am Your Neighbour’ global campaign as a 
show of solidarity for all advocacy causes currently 
promoted within the Edmund Rice Network.

Of course, the highlight of the year was the Youth 
Ambassadors’ visit to Geneva and the United Nations 
in March. As usual, the group met the Edmund Rice 
International Team and witnessed live sessions at the 
Human Rights Council. However, this time the English Youth 
Ambassadors were joined by students from Ard Scoil Ris and 
Ard Scoil Na Mara from the Edmund Rice Schools Trust in Ireland. 

Through the hard work and commitment of our Youth Ambassadors
 and the students they work with, Edmund Rice Advocacy is becoming 
central to all social justice action and campaigning within the European 
Province.

Tom Murray, Youth Development Co-ordinator

Advocacy is a term that is very much growing in the Edmund Rice family, and campaigning for systemic 
change has now become as important as offering charitable offerings.  So much so that Edmund Rice 
international (NGO - Non Governmental Organisation) was set up in 2007, with a community of Christian 
brothers working at the UN in Geneva. 

We have offered the position of youth ERI ambassador in school for the past 5 years and Ciara Church has 
recently been appointed as our latest ambassador, and William Greensmith as her deputy. They are taking over 
from Zachary Salmon and Isabella Prior, who have worked incredibly hard in this role for the past 12 months.   
Ciara states that “this year we have decided to focus on homelessness, particularly advocating for those with 
mental health issues and those who are made homeless as a result of domestic abuse. As an advocacy group we 
have found that many of us are already heavily involved with volunteering in soup kitchens and have experience 
in supporting local homeless charities. However, we would like to increase the support and expand this practical 
help towards advocacy, with the hope of raising awareness and so that more people at risk of becoming 
homeless can find help before it is too late. We have many ideas including sleep outs, food boxes and holding our 
own soup kitchen that we think will raise awareness in school to advocate against homelessness and its 
contributing factors. We also really look forward to continuing the work with other ERI ambassadors both 
nationally and internationally”. We wish them well.

For more information about ERI visit www.edmundriceinternational.org

Caroline Cirino, Assistant Head, St. Ambrose college

Emily Allen, Student at St. Joseph’s College, Stoke-on-Trent reports...

In the short time, we spent in Sierra Leone I met some of the most inspirational people I will ever meet. 
Everyone has a story, not everyone can inspire with their story. Yet I was inspired by every story I heard, 
I was awestruck by the tenacity and amity of the people I spoke to. Ebola is still raw for many; it tore so 
many apart. But to see these same people having the courage to stand up and tell their story, to fight for their 
children or perhaps for children of lost family and friends gives such a humbling feeling.

ST ANSELM’S COLLEGE 
A group of 12 students and 4 staff set off at 9am on 15th 
February 2017 on a journey to Sierra Leone. 

This was the College’s first trip to the West African country since 
the outbreak of Ebola and we were hoping to find a country, previ-
ously in recovery following civil war, that was once again building a 
future for itself.

The students entered fully into the spirit of the school, playing 
many games with the children there. We were also able to donate 
clothes and equipment to this wonderful school thanks to the 
generosity of St. Anselm’s College (SAC) parents and students 
and from the proceeds of our annual Brother Kerrigan Sponsored 
Walk. 

We also visited the Loreto Clinic in the centre of Makeni where 
Sister Philomena showed us round. They had harrowing stories of 
when Ebola struck the country in 2014 and their fears and 
struggles with the epidemic..

Outside Makeni we visited an Ebola cemetery - a sobering 
experience. We then drove back through Pate Bana, a small village 
where 156 people had died from Ebola. It was truly shocking and 
poignant to see the empty houses and the crematorium next to 
occupied dwellings where people are trying to move on following 
the devastation of the Ebola epidemic. A tiring and rewarding day 
that epitomised the Sierra Leone experience.

Monday began with a trip to St Francis Secondary School. 
There we saw the cemetery containing the grave of former 
headmaster Brother Kerrigan, the person responsible for our 
close links with Sierra Leone. Seeing the grave gave a depth of 
meaning to the story we all know of his tragic death at the hands 
of rebels on the Freetown to Bo road. We saw Old Wharf – one 
of the poorest parts of Freetown where fishermen scratch out a 
living and children wander among rubbish in bare feet. We then 
headed for St Ambrose College. This school filled us with hope of 
what it is possible to achieve with funding and support. The boys 
went into classrooms and answered questions from pupils and 
engaged brilliantly with them. 

We arrived home late Thursday night, exhausted but richer 
for the wonderful experiences we had shared and with some 
changed perspectives on the world, its people and what is truly 
valuable.

Anthony Haimes, St Anselm’s College, Birkenhead

ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE
How on earth am I meant to sum up the immersion to Sierra 
Leone?  Is it even possible? We shall see…

This country has played host to the best two weeks of my life 
(and also the hottest two weeks of my life).  Whether it was 
the sprawling landscape, the unique noises and smells or the 
genuine friendliness of the people, sierra leone felt like a home 
to me.

The people and children never failed to amaze me.  
Their optimism and excitement for life despite having so little is 
something that will always stay with me.  The brothers helped 
to inspire me through their work, and whilst I will not be a 
brother, I hope to be like them and share their mentality.

The group of people who shared this experience with me have 
taught me that life is not about the money you earn, or the 
things you accomplish.  It’s about the time you spend and the 
people you spend it with.  I feel like everyone in the group is my 
best friend, and they are the only ones who will truly 
understand what this years’ immersion was like.

The immersion has brought me closer, not only to everyone 
in the group, but also to my friends and family at home, as i’ve 
learned not to take these people for granted.

I also feel closer to God, as I feel like I understand the world and 
life a little better.  I now believe the best way to worship God is 
to simply follow your conscience and treat everyone with 
respect and love, which is how i was treated by everyone in 
Sierra Leone.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, I feel closer to myself.  
Sierra leone forced me to open up a different side of myself, and 
learn to be vulnerable at times in order to be stronger.  I feel like 
a more confident and loving person, which is what i think being 
part of the immersion is all about.

Whilst I can never fully explain what the immersion has done for 
me, its effects will always stay with me and be expressed by me, 
for that, I am eternally grateful.

Peter Mccarthy, St. Joseph’s College, Stoke-On-Trent

SIERRA LEONE IMMERSIONS AFTER EBOLA FEBRUARY 2017

76



On 4th May, 2017, the United Kingdom’s human rights record was reviewed at the United Nations Human 
Rights Council as part of the Universal Periodic Review process.

In the lead-up to the UPR, the Edmund Rice Network’s European Province made a submission via ERI detailing 
the UK government’s failure to meet its 
obligations in tackling food poverty, homelessness and the plight of refugees and asylum seekers. This 
submission was based on the Network’s involvement in social justice and outreach ministries in Manchester, 
Liverpool and Belfast and drew on evidence and experience of outside agencies across all three sectors.

The panel was representative of the diverse and far-reaching nature of the submission and included Cormac 
McArt (Manager, Westcourt Centre, Belfast), Tom Murray (Advocacy and Youth Development, ER Network), 
David Kavanagh (ER Network), Sandra Moore (Chief Executive, Welcome Organisation), Lynda Battarbee 
(North West regional Manager, Trussell Trust) and Jackie Naraynsingh (Real Food Programme Manager). 

Central to the panel’s presentation were the latest developments across all three areas of the submission. 
Statistics and contemporary reports only emphasise the increased challenges facing people affected by all 
three issues and serve to highlight the relevance of the recommendations contained within the submission. 
The event was attended by over 30 people including staff from English Edmund Rice Schools who were 
receiving their first taste of the human rights mechanisms at the UN. Notably, the UK delegation also sent 
representation so the panel felt safe in the knowledge that their voices are being heard by those that matter.

As John Toal, a teacher at St Anselm’s College, said at the end of our Side Event, “ERI, and its associated 
agencies, exist to globalise local issues and localise global issues. In its endeavours it celebrates and 
advocates Compassion as its foundation, Education as its focus, and Justice at its future.”

Tom Murray, Youth Development Co-ordinator

EDMUND RICE  EUROPEAN PROVINCE 
SIDE EVENT IN GENEVA

GIVE TO THE POOR IN HANDFULS
Edmund Rice International advocates a deeper awareness of the plight of those groups on the very margins 
of society which include asylum seekers, the homeless and families forced to 
use foodbanks as a mechanism for coping. ERI remains committed to holding 
the UK Government to account for its responsibility to the weak and 
summarised its final submission in the following way “Give to the poor in 
handfuls”

This is a quote attributable to the writings of Blessed Edmund Rice upon 
whose life and legacy Edmund Rice International is founded Blessed Edmund 
was a missionary, humanitarian and visionary in and for the advocacy of 
Human Rights; especially for the poor and marginalised. On the 5th of May the 
Roman Catholic Church celebrates the feast of Blessed Edmund. Therefore it 
is somewhat apposite that Edmund Rice International presents and promotes
 its work in such an esteemed environment as the United Nations, at this particular time Edmund’s vision 
remains a practical philosophy of life intended to enable and thus ennoble its proponents and more 
importantly its beneficiaries.

ERI, and its associated agencies, exist, inter alia, to globalise local issues and localise global issues. In its 
endeavours it celebrates and advocates Compassion as its foundation, Education as its focus and Justice 
as its future.

Mr J. Toal, St. Anselm’s College, Birkenhead

SPECTACULAR RESULT FOR 
GLASSES APPEAL
A Crosby school has achieved spectacular results with its efforts 
to support an appeal for unwanted pairs of glasses to improve 
eye care in Africa.
 
St. Mary’s College School on Blundellsands Road West co-ordinated 
the efforts of many participants and collected 3,510 pairs for Vision 
Aid Overseas – more than seven times its original target of 500.
 
A number of parishes supported St. Mary’s efforts for the Every Pair 
Counts Appeal including St. Peter and St. Paul Crosby, St. Edmund 
and St. Thomas of Canterbury, Our Lady of Victories, Bishop Eton 
and St. Mary’s Woolton.
 
Pupils from many primary schools also joined in alongside their 
older counterparts from St. Mary’s College, Archbishop Beck, 
Merchant Taylors and other secondary schools. 
And there was also backing from staff in numerous workplaces 
including Sainsbury’s, Morecroft Solicitors, Alder Hey Children’s 
Hospital and the Walton Centre.
 
Meanwhile, Specsavers in Crosby covered the courier cost of 
sending the numerous boxes of glasses to the charity’s West 
Sussex HQ.
 
Vision Aid Overseas works to transform eye care services in Africa 
and is part of the Vision 2020 initiative which aims to eliminate 
avoidable blindness.
 
The charity uses the money it makes from recycling the unwanted 
glasses to fund its work which has helped more than one million 
people over the past 30 years. 
St. Mary’s Preparatory School Headmaster, Jonathan Webster, 
commented: “Everyone at the school was delighted when the final 
count was done and we realised that there were more than 3,500 
pairs in total. 
“This has been an extraordinary appeal, capturing the imagination 
of pupils and parishioners in many parts of the city. 
“We would like to send our heartfelt thanks all those who have 
been involved and contributed to this  exceptionally worthy cause,” 
added Mr. Webster. 

HEADS’ RETREAT, WISTASTON 
HALL, CREWE JUNE 2017
From its induction in the mid 1990’s one of the constant annual 
event has been the ‘Headteacher Retreat’.

It was a gathering that was always well supported and valued by 
our school leaders and other members of the Network that were 
invited to take 24 hours out of their busy lives and gather 
together at the Oblate Retreat Centre in Wistaston. It was a 
precious time and one that allowed each person to encounter 
God and to feed from the communal experience provided by the 
Edmund Rice family in England.

2017 was no different. Roisin Maguire, Director of the Edmund 
Rice Office set the tone for the retreat in her gathering prayer. 
The choice of speakers was thought - provoking and challenging. 
David Wells, a member of the Plymouth Diocesan Formation Team 
chose the to reflect on the on the time between the 
resurrection through to Pentecost drawing out the experiences 
of the early Church in meeting the risen Christ and then receiving 
the Holy Spirit and how it needs to be a lived experience for us 
today. He also drew on the writings of Pope Francis by way of 
illustration and guidance for us. In the evening Michael Lochery led 
us in a meditation which gave each of us a model of how we could 
use it in any situation both in school and in our own private lives.

Friday was an opportunity for prayer led by Tom Murray which was 
a thoughtful and absorbing as ever and then for Br. Martin O’Fla-
herty to link the life of Edmund Rice with the reflections from Da-
vid Wells the previous day. The morning finished with a wonderful 
liturgy led by Fr. Brian, the Oblate Director of the retreat centre. 
We were all privileged to have the company of 
students and staff from St. Mary’s College who sang beautifully 
and gave an extra dimension to our Mass.

An event that gave us plenty of conversation was the UK election 
which took place on the first day. Some hardy souls managed to 
stay up overnight for the results and were the first to hear the 
shock news of a hung Parliament despite all the predictions to the 
contrary.

I was pleased to be able to enjoy the retreat without the 
responsibility of the organisation and the ensuring everyone felt 
relaxed and at home. May I thank Roisin, Tom and Shelagh for all 
their hard work in preparing the time so well and to Fr. Brian and 
his staff for their hospitality and warm welcome.

David Kavanagh, Former Schools Officer and Headteacher of 
St, Boniface’s College, Plymouth
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SERV - SALFORD EDMUND RICE VOLUNTEERS
The Brothers’ community resident in Salford has opened a new refugee support and advocacy service 
next door to the parish house in the St. Sebastian Community Centre.  Brothers Ger O’Connell, Martin 
O’Flaherty, Jim Catterson, and Tony Twomey are working with ER volunteers Wilf and Anne Hammond to 
set up initial services. 

The Brothers already provide a warm and welcoming haven for vulnerable and isolated refugees, mostly from 
Sudan, Eritrea, and Syria, with  personal support, accompaniment, and English classes. We also provide a 
centre for English, ICT, and employability courses delivered by other charities.  A key provision is the SERV 
drop-in, which includes a Citizens Advice Bureau outreach giving expert advice and advocacy on welfare and 
housing issues. Benefits bureaucracy was too difficult for Daniel Blake: imagine what it is like for an 
Arabic-speaking refugee from the Sudan! 

The biggest challenge is homelessness. After all their ordeals, from the horrors which first drove them into 
flight, through the perils of transit across sea and land, and the complexities of proving persecution, torture, 
or life-threatening violence, they once again find themselves without a roof over their head. SERV tries to 
get them into hostels and night shelters, but the current acute shortage of even temporary accommodation 
creates what the Red Cross calls ‘a humanitarian crisis on the streets of Britain’. 

How ER schools and ERN can help:

• Include SERV in your charitable fund-raising and raise funds to support the work of the centre. 
   Send donations to Br. Gervase O’Connell. 

• Encourage Sixth Formers heading for a university in Manchester to commit to helping SERV for a few hours 
   a week 

• If you are a retiree and can spare a day or half a day a week, volunteer to work with us 

Wilf Hammond, former Schools Officer SERV Volunteer

BOOK REVIEW 
EDMUND RICE AND THE FIRST CHRISTIAN BROTHERS
Author: Daire Keogh | Publisher:  Four Courts Press

The technical term relating to the writing of the lives of the saints is ‘hagiography’ and it is a term that Daire Keogh has a fondness for 
repeating ! But he uses it ,however, in the pejorative sense of lives of what we call ‘plaster saints’. That is, in such biographies there 
is little if any space for any hint of weakness or even of being merely human. Daire Keogh’s purpose is to tell the Edmund story warts 
and all. Not that Edmund suffered from any such disfigurement! 

Interestingly, the only ‘true’ portrait of the  Founder was painted with his reluctant approval in 1841 when he was almost 80 years old! 
Keogh quotes a description of Edmund given by Br Austin Dunphy, a contemporary , when Edmund was thirty-four years old : 
“He was above middle height, being about six feet, of sanguine complexion, with eyes large and expressive, and of a bright hazel 
colour. His frame of body was formed for active habits, and his intellectual powers were of a high order. “ ( p139) In a rather macabre 
touch Daire Keogh offers a likeness of Edmund based on a “forensic reconstruction of his skull “ (p249). We certainly have a clear 
picture of Edmund by the end of this biography. Keogh provides touching testimonies from past pupils : “ He was very affectionate 
and kind to the children. When leaving school the boys shook hands with him. Next morning, if they had been beaten by their parents, 
they would show him the place to make it well” (p247)

Such a narrative might seem to suggest that ‘plaster saint ‘ image. However, the author can balance this in his account by offering 
quite another aspect of Edmund’s behaviour. In an encounter with one of the Brothers we are told: “Rice lectured him severely for 
nearly two hours…charged him and me with creating  a rebellion in the Institute, with several other base calumnies, and peremptorily 
ordered him to leave the house next day” ( p206)

Strife within the young Congregation is not glossed over by the author. There is plenty of evidence adduced of disagreement and 
confrontation  between the “monks” and towards the end of Keogh’s story we find : “Morale was at an all-time low; public estimation 
of the Brothers was poor; excellent candidates were discouraged from entering, while senior members of the Thurles community 
sought to leave the Order” ( p242)

Edmund himself  did not enjoy good health, possibly because of intense stress. In November 1828 he suffered a breakdown “a severe 
depression brought on by stress, or a minor stroke” ( p 208)  A spell at the English spa town of Cheltenham brought little respite. 
Even the Emancipation Bill which gave Catholics some recognition served to threaten the very existence of the Congregation .  
One clause in the Bill even classifies such organisations as the Brothers as illegal! “ Whereas Jesuits and members of Religious 
Orders, Communities  or Societies of the Church of Rome, bound by Monastic or Religious Vows are resident within the United 
Kingdom, it is expedient to make provision for the gradual suppression and final prohibition of the same therein.” (p198)

That the Brothers survived and finally prospered must surely be recognised as one of the miracles attributable to the Founder! 

Dominic Hyland, Edmund Rice Network, Manchester
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EDMUND RICE EDUCATION 
BEYOND BORDERS - NEWS
The Edmund Rice European Province remain committed to 
promoting Edmund Rice Education Beyond Borders throughout 
all our schools in the wake of the EREBB Congress in Kolkata, 
India in November 2016.

in order to inspire all schools to get involved in this global 
initiative, EREBB was adopted as the theme for the Secondary 
Joint Spirituality Day at St Ambrose College on 10th February. 
Attendees received fantastic input from some of those involved in 
supporting and developing EREBB including a keynote 
address from Cormac McCarty of the Westcourt Centre, Belfast. 
A number of new EREBB initiatives have come out of this event, 
including a fantastic opportunity for staff to visit the Westcourt 
Centre and the amazing projects with which Cormac is involved. 

As collaboration with the Networks in Ireland and the North of 
Ireland increases, so do the number of exciting initiatives for staff 
and students to get involved with. A series of Regional Advocacy 
Conferences are currently being delivered across the European 
Province by Louise Callaghan (ERST), Cormac McArt and Tom 
Murray. The English Regional Conference will be held on 
2nd October 2017. In addition, a European EREBB Congress, 
to be held in Dublin, is planned for October 2018. This event will 
allow every single English school, primary and secondary, 
to experience the power and potential of EREBB!

SCHOOL SONGS
School Songs had their heyday in the pre-war years. They were 
intended to give the school a kind of identity and promote a 
sense of loyalty and belonging. For many past pupils they 
offered a lovely sense of nostalgia.

Below is the School Song for St Mary’s College, Crosby. It was 
written by the Music teacher Mr Frederick  R. Boraston 
(1878-1964) in the 1920’s. If you have the words of your own 
School Song we would like to hear them.

When our boyhood days are over
And the broad highway of life
Lies before us all untrodden, still unknown;
When our hearts are high exulting
In a future that is veiled,
When we reap a golden harvest not yet sown,
We shall sometimes rest a moment
Just to think of yesterday
And our dear old Alma Mater left behind.

Then each old association
Every Brother, master , boy
In our hearts will find a place most wondrous kind.
Thoughts will arise
Of friends we made when hearts were young.
Thoughts will arise 
Of games we played
Of songs we sung.

Thoughts of that place which to its constant praise
Fashion both thought and deed in wisdom’s ways.
Come past ! Come present !
Hearts and voices raise.
Cheers for St Mary’s!
Vivat!Vivat!Vivat! 

Dominic Hyland

Thank you for providing articles and reading the edmund rice newsletter over the last 16 years during my time in the edmund rice office.  
I have had an amazing experience and will remember you all.  Thank you!

With love and very best wishes – signing off -  Shelagh x             

Edmund Rice Office 
Woodeaves, Wicker Lane, Hale Barns, Altrincham, Cheshire WA15 0HF . Phone: 0161 904 0786

If you would like more information about the Schools Link newsletter, please contact ero.cfc@virgin.net
www.edmundriceengland.org
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