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‘Have courage, the good 
seed will grow’
It has been our great joy to have been able to spend some 
quality time in each of our schools this academic year.  To see 
the passion and commitment of so many of our staff to being 
‘Edmund’s people’, has been inspiring.  Travelling to St. Boniface 
in Plymouth and to St Aidan’s in Sunderland has given the team 
a great sense of the unity of our Network. 

As well as being in each school, highlights of this year have 
included the pre and post immersion gatherings of students 
who went to either India or Sierra Leone, in February.  We were 
very fortunate to have members of the Congregational 
Leadership team at the pre-immersion gathering to lead the 
blessing and sending out of our young people. 

We also had a wonderful joint music concert at St. Ambrose 
College, where we were entertained by the vast range of talent 
in our schools. The development of the recipe book, ‘Tastes of 
Home’ has been exciting and informative and we look forward 
to the launch in Refugee week this June.  We hope all of our 
schools will get involved in selling the book and placing some 
of the recipes on their school lunch menu.  Going to Geneva 
again with the ERI youth ambassadors was, as always, uplifting.

We are very grateful to our schools who have been so 
supportive in allowing us to host events in their buildings such 
as the Regional Advocacy Conference at St. Edward’s College 
and the Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery Question Time 
at St. Mary’s College.

There is no doubt that great things are being achieved by so 
many across the Network and there is real change happening, 
which is truly inspiring.  

So many people are now involved in advocacy, being the ‘voice 
for the voiceless’, standing up for asylum seekers and refugees, 
the homeless and those denied the basic means to sustain their 
families - long may this continue.

Thank you for all you have contributed over the 
course of the last twelve months, keep up this 
pioneering work, let’s change the world together, 
in Edmund’s name. 

Ms Roisin Maguire, Director of Schools 

Note from the Editor 
Time has certainly flown since our last (and first!) edition in 
the Autumn.  I am just a few short months into my new role but 
thanks to the overwhelmingly warm welcome I have been given 
by all in the Network I certainly do not feel like the ‘newbie’ 
anymore.  There has been so much to report on; from schools, 
ministries and our outreach projects.  We continue to be 
impressed by the great social justice work being done in our 
schools, where we have had Advocacy Weeks, joint Edmund Rice 
events, and immersions to the developing world, as well as many 
other great things that you can read about in the magazine.  
Our outreach work with Asylum Link, Merseyside has grown to 
new heights with the ‘Tastes of Home’ project and our schools 
contributing new PCs to improve the ESOL classrooms there.  
Brother Fergus Reilly has completely re-developed the 
curriculum and resources for teaching at Asylum Link through 
his own website: ESOL@Penny Lane.  We have introduced many 
new school resources which are available via our own website and 
the new alumni association ‘Edmund Rice PLUS’ has recently 
been launched.  New and exciting projects are coming in the New 
Year - many of which you will find out about in this publication.  
Work with EREBB and European Province has continued to grow 
with a new developing world immersion handbook, joint events 
and the first ever European EREBB Congress being planned for 
the end of January next year.  Our warmest congratulations go to 
our Director of Schools, Ms. Roisin Maguire upon being awarded 
an MBE in this year’s New Year’s Honours List.  Her service to 
education has been, and continues to be, outstanding.  This 
accolade is thoroughly deserved and we, in the Network, are 
extremely proud of her.  This summer, on 30th June, we hope to 
see as many friends of the Network as possible at our summer 
Garden Party.  Keep following us on social media (Twitter, 
Facebook & Instagram) and share your stories using #edmundspeople. 
I would encourage you to buy a Tastes of Home recipe book so 
you can enjoy some new dishes over the holidays. Ann

Director’s Foreword 

This term we have visited St. Ambrose 
College and Prep, St. Mary’s College and 
Prep, St. Joseph’s College and Prep, 
Runnymede and St. Anselm’s.  At each 
school, the office team has re-examined the 
story of Edmund’s life through the icon, 
asked staff to feedback on how the Eight 
Essentials are being lived out through all 
aspects of life at their school and what it 
means to be part of the Edmund Rice 
Network.  The team has elaborated 
some of the opportunities for 
both staff and students, as 
well as helping teachers to 
identify some potential 
areas for further 
network engagement, 
and ways to 
strengthen the Edmund 
Rice charism in their 
school.  We were 
overwhelmed by the great 
commitment being shown by 
all to delivering an Edmund Rice 
education and the warm reception we 
received from staff and governors. 
Our thanks go out to schools for hosting us 
and we look forward to visiting 
St. Edward’s College at the end of the 
summer.  During the next academic 
year, we will again be visiting each of our 
schools, this time working with students as 
follows; Year 5s ‘An Introduction to Social 
Justice and Advocacy Work’, with Year 7s 
in September ‘What it means to be in an 
Edmund Rice Senior School’ and 
‘Leadership Training’ for newly appointed 
prefect teams in May of 2019. 

Journeying Together Joint Colleges’ INSET Day at St Joseph’s College

On Friday 12th February, our colleges gathered at St. Joseph’s College, Stoke-on-Trent 
for our annual joint INSET day.  Dr John Kelly, an expert in how the brain learns, led 
the day with a practical workshop on learning styles, activities we use in the classroom 
and how to adapt out teaching to ensure that every individual pupil’s learning needs 

are met.

We were challenged to think about how we use our own brains 
– are we left or right-hand brain? And rather than the hackneyed and 

confidence-destroying ‘how smart am I?’ instead thinking ‘how am I 
smart?’ (word smart, number smart, body smart, people smart, 
music smart etc.) We questioned the traditional ‘intelligence’ 
values put upon language and mathematics and how it limits the 
development and learning of so many of the population who have 
‘other’ intelligences.  Thanks to Dr John Kelly for the day’s 

thought-provoking session.

We also had an overview of the Network’s events and innovations; 
a focus on two new opportunities for schools - ‘Strengthening Families 

Programme’ a communication skills-based 14-week course which we will be 
offering to groups of facilitators in each college.  Also, we will soon be qualified in 

Suicide Awareness training which we will be able to offer to schools and ministries 
by September.

Edmund Rice Schools Office Events 
Edmund Rice Office INSET with schools continues

Look out for the new-style of joint INSET day which we hope to roll-out across 
the province.  A day of outreach social justice work which will feed into our 
EREBB congress via live social media links.  

We look forward to seeing and hearing about the great work we know you will get 
out and do.
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Staff Advocacy Workshop

On 7th March 2018, Tom Murray and Cormac McArt, ERI 
Regional Advocacy Coordinators, held the first ERI Advocacy 
Workshop for staff of English Edmund Rice Schools.  Teachers, 
support staff and Chaplains from St. Boniface’s College, 
St. Ambrose College, St. Edward’s College and St. Mary’s College 
attended the full-day workshop aimed at up-skilling key staff 
members who are working on advocacy campaigns with students 
in their schools.  The workshop materials draw on the wealth 
of advocacy experience across the global Network and include 
input from Br Brian Bond, Director of ERI in Geneva.

The workshop provides an opportunity for staff who are unable 
to attend the two-week Human Rights and Advocacy Program 
held in Geneva by ERI every May and November to explore a 
wide range of topics around this fast-growing area. Participants 
look at modules such as ‘Issues of Global Poverty and Injustice’, 
‘Human Rights and the United Nations’, ‘Eco-Justice’ and 
‘Planning a Campaign’.  They also have the opportunity to visit 
Geneva for a short placement later in the year to see the UN, 
ERI and the Human Rights Council in action!

Tom and Cormac will offer three workshops, with the support 
of ERI, to staff from England and Ireland North and South on an 
annual basis and will facilitate at least one staff visit to Geneva.  

Those interested in taking part should contact Tom at 
thomasmurray.ero@gmail.com

Based on a model devised in Ireland last 
year, we were delighted to be able to hold 
our Regional Advocacy Conference for 
students for all of our schools; primaries 
and Colleges to learn about social issues 
currently facing our society: 
Homelessness amongst the young and 
Asylum Seekers in the UK. Thanks to 
technology, Jessica Dewhurst and Loyiso 
Mquebeni of the Justice Desk, South 
Africa joined students to talk about their 
work on the ground in South Africa and 
to inspire the young people that, working 
together on advocacy campaigns, the 
energy and creativity of youth can make 
a huge societal difference, as they have 
done in Cape Town. 

The students heard aural testimonies of 
young people from Northern Ireland 
about the difficulties of homelessness and 
we were also joined by two guests from 
Asylum Link who spoke directly about 
their journeys as asylum seekers from 
El Salvador and Guinea. 

Our thanks go to Louise Callaghan from 
ERST who devised and facilitated the 
conference and to Cormac McArt from 
the Westcourt Centre, Edmund Rice 
ministry in Belfast for facilitating the 
homelessness section.

Students came together to devise 
cross-school advocacy campaigns about 
the issues they saw as priorities in their 
area. Year 6 children commented; “thank 
you for an inspiring conference, we learnt 
so much about the lives of asylum seekers 
and we did not realise how many children 
were homeless in the UK”. 

#togtherwearestronger  
#EREBB 

Regional Advocacy Workshop for Students, UK, hosted by St. Edward’s College

On Friday 16th March, a very successful and informative 
‘Question Time’ event was held for Sixth Form pupils at St. Mary’s 
College in Crosby.  Thanks to Mr Anthony Browne, the Caritas 
volunteer coordinator for Human Trafficking who put 
together the panel, (which included senior police officers 
responsible for anti-trafficking departments, the Santa Marta 
group and the Medaille Trust).  We were able to invite a number 
of schools from across the Northwest region to a question and 
answer session with these leading experts in the field. Following 
some contextualising video input about who human trafficking 
and enslavement affects, students from each school put forward 
their questions to the panel, via the excellent chair; Mark Wiggin, 
the Director of Caritas, Salford.

Question: What is the biggest challenge with 
human trafficking? 

Answer: Supply and demand; if we didn’t demand cheap 
services and goods there would be no need to supply enslaved 
humans.

Students were, it seems, surprised at the extent of the problem in 
the UK. Modern slavery and human trafficking constitutes the 
third largest crime problem in the UK. The experts explained that 
the public, through lack of awareness, cannot make an informed 
choice; we choose ‘Fair Trade’ when we go to the supermarket but 
how do we know that the car-wash attendant or nail-technician 
who cannot speak English and never takes our money directly 
is working of their own volition? Answer; we don’t.  Many such 
workers are trafficked into the UK as migrants and then forced to 
work but never taught English.  This situation of enforced slavery 
can last, in some cases, tens of years.

Who is at risk of trafficking? In Eastern Europe, many 
people from very poor backgrounds become embroiled in 
trafficking just in search of a better life.  In Africa, it is thought by 
many that the streets of Europe are paved with gold, in search of 
a better life, many young Africans end up in the slave markets of 
Libya and are sold into prostitution or enforced labour. 

In Europe, migrants who pay traffickers are sometimes enslaved 
and forced to ‘pay back their trafficking debt ad infinitum.  In a 
Medaille trust safe house, here in the North West there are clients 
from Germany, Australia, and Poland, as well as African and 
Asian countries.

Question: How do we raise our concern? If someone 
you notice working in, for example, a pop-up car wash, looks 
dishevelled, or inappropriately dressed, will not look you in 
the eye, passes payment straight to a ‘boss’ and does not speak 
English this person could be a victim of modern slavery.  If in 
doubt - tell someone; a teacher or the police.  Ring the Modern 
Slavery Helpline: 0800 121 700, you can do this anonymously.  
Police officers will proceed very gently with the reported incident, 
to discover that everything is as it should be with that person 
and the organisation.  It is better to have the confidence to report 
the situation than to ignore it.  Your phone call could set the ball 
rolling or be the last piece in a puzzle, already being worked on by 
the anti-trafficking police. You could be saving someone. 

Question: what are the immediate and long-term 
needs of someone rescued from trafficking? 
Sam from the Medaille Trust who runs a safe house for male 
victims of trafficking told us that immediately people need a place 
of safety, to be fed, clothed and kept warm.  Later, their long-term 
needs are addressed; they get health care; help to gain their leave 
to remain in the UK if that is what they wish; accommodation, 
help to find employment and long-term psychological support.  
But, the scars of trafficking will be with them forever. 

Students were asked, following some time for group discussion 
what actions they would now undertake in their schools and 
communities to raise awareness around this issue. They promised 
to highlight awareness via the UNHCR ‘Blue Heart’ campaign, 
selling badges in their schools as well as giving assemblies and 
create awareness campaigns in their schools about trafficking and 
modern slavery.

Want to know more?  
Search: www.unseen.org | www.caritas.org | www.unhcr.org 

‘Question Time’ on Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery 
with Caritas, hosted by St. Mary’s College
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Woodeaves Brothers’ Community

We are a community of eight elderly retired Christian 
Brothers, ranging in age from 74 to 91 years.  All have been 
teachers and leaders in various Christian Brothers schools in 
locations in Ireland, England, Scotland, Gibraltar and countries 
in West and Southern Africa.  

At the beginning of New Year 2018, we were very aware of our 
fragility as several men were admitted to hospital in the first 
weeks of January following falls in their bedrooms.  We are glad 
to report that all but two men have made a good recovery and are 
back in our community once again.

Brother Noel Denis O’Halloran a member of our community 
died on January 9th 2018, at Ince Blundell Nursing Centre, on 
Merseyside, he was 94 years old.  Brother Denis was born in 
Limerick City on the banks of the River Shannon in 1923 where 
he attended CBS Sexton Street.  

He was the eldest of five children, three brothers and one sister.  
Two of his brothers and his sister survive him.  

Having joined the Christian Brothers and then professing 
Perpetual vows as a Religious Brother, he completed his studies 
with an MA in English in 1951.  

His teaching career embraced many schools; among them 
St. Edward’s College Liverpool, Prior Park College Bath, 
St. Anselm’s College Birkenhead, St John Rigby Orrel near 
Wigan and St. Mary’s College Crosby, where he taught Latin 
and English.  

He served as Headmaster in three of these schools.

At Woodeaves

Joseph O’Sullivan has been admitted to ‘Lady of the Vale’ 
Nursing home Bowdon, near Altrincham, following many weeks 
in hospital.  The proximity of the nursing home allows the 
Brothers from Woodeaves to pay regular supporting visits to 
Brother O’Sullivan.

Our Trustees appointed Mrs Michelle Cropper as Woodeaves 
Facilities Manager at the beginning of 2018.  We are valuing her 
work with us and her management of our Religious Community 
House.  She demonstrates an obvious love and dedication for the 
Brothers at Woodeaves.  One Brother summed it up this way: “I 
just admire her and what she does to ensure my safe living and 
caring on a daily basis”.

Mrs Rasha Yousef from Damascus in Syria works with Caritas 
in a refugee’s project, based in Wythenshawe Manchester.  Rasha 
lives in Liverpool with her husband Nassim and lodges with the 
Brothers in Woodeaves during the working week, which allows 
her to commute more easily to her daily work at St Aidan’s 
Wythenshawe.  The Brothers regard it as a privilege to have Rasha 
residing and sharing with them.  Rasha’s presence and conver-
sation sensitises us to the problems of the refugees and Asylum 
Seekers in the cities around us. 

Br George Gordon cFc

CLT on Visitation to the English Network in January

January of 2018 saw the visitation of the Congregational 
Leadership Team from Rome to the English Network.  Members 
of the team visited each Brother in his community and addressed 
a gathering of Christian Brothers living and working in England.  
This gathering finished with a celebratory lunch at Woodeaves, on 
Sunday 21st January.

As part of their visitation to the European Province, the Edmund 
Rice office was delighted to put on a concert with music from nine 
of our schools on the Friday evening at St. Ambrose College.
Brother Julian McDonald spoke on behalf of the CLT praising the 
‘creative and inspirational’ way that the Charism of Edmund Rice 
is being lived out in our schools and ministries.

All Brothers and guests of the Network were impressed by the 
quality and range of music which we heard live from bands, 
orchestras and choirs and via video-link.  We were delighted 
that Brother Hugh O’Neill was able to inaugurate our ‘Edmund 
Rice Charism Awards for Leadership’ which will be henceforth 
awarded annually to adults in the Network who show outstanding 
commitment to developing the charism in their communities. 

The Brothers at Woodeaves were delighted to be joined for 
lunch in April by boys of St. Ambrose College.  Boys from 
various year groups attended and Brother George gave them 
a potted history of the Congregation and Network.  This was 
followed by an ice-breaker where all the boys had to match a 
‘fascinating fact’ to each Brother.  This led to quick engagement 
and learning about each other across the generations.  
A great time was had by all and there was a real buzz in the 
air at Woodeaves that day.  The brothers certainly enjoyed the 
pleasure of the boys’ company.  

See if you can guess which of the Brothers currently living 
in the Woodeaves community was born in America?. 

Students come to lunch

Network Gathering 

In May we celebrated a different sort of Network Gathering at 
Woodeaves; an evening of Syrian culture.  Inspired by Rasha 
Youssef and the Syrian families I know at Asylum Link, we 
held a beautiful evening for the Network, celebrating Syrian 
culture and escaping from the negative images we receive daily 
of the terrible war.  We heard from Rasha and other families 
their stories of the wonders of Syria, its beautiful architecture, 
intricate and ancient history, we heard from Razan, who sang 
an emotional tribute to Syria in Arabic and we enjoyed a feast 
of amazing Syrian dishes.  We felt privileged to be able to share 
peoples’ stories of leaving their beloved homeland, and of what 
it has been like trying to integrate into a new society.  Many 
misconceptions were dispelled, and new friendships forged. 
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EREBB Update

EREBB Leadership Certificate

Following the launch of the EREBB 
certificate with schools in England last 
November, uptake amongst our staff has 
been very good.  

Feedback is excellent on how useful and 
inspiring the course is.  Many senior 
leaders have now completed the course 
and its impact on ethos within schools will 
surely be felt, as a result, in the coming 
academic year.  

We are encouraging all those in 
management positions in our schools to 
complete the certificate as part of their 
career development path and indeed as 
many staff and governors as possible.  
Just 20 hours of your time will grant you 
this qualification from the Marino 
Institute, Dublin. 

We also commend some of our schools 
who have built one module as a joint 
project into INSET for their staff.  
This is creative use of the excellent 
resources that the course contains.  

We highly recommend schools look at 
building this into their staff training and 
feel it would be particularly useful to 
new staff. 

#EREBB News

EREBB developments in the European Province include; a working party creating the new 
Immersion Guide for all schools in the European province, due to be available to schools in 

September 2019, many inter-province collaborations such as domestic Immersion projects, the 
European Youth Advocacy exchange, planning for the 2019 EREBB European Congress, a new 
European events calendar and the on-line discussion forum open to all teachers province-wide. 

Following the launch of the Leadership
Certificate in Dublin in November, some
28 staff from across the province have
signed up to the course.  
With many schools including the certificate
as part of their performance management
targets, the impact is sure to be widely felt. 
see the impact report on page4. 

Plans are well under way for the 
European EREBB Congress 'title' to take 
place at Croke Park, Dublin 31 Jan-1st Feb 
2019. Lead EREBB staff from all schools 
across the province are invited to share 
good practice and with plenty of practical 
workshops on offer, there will be lots to 
learn about how we are providing 
transformational education in the charism 
of Blessed Edmund across our province. 
Look out for further details on the area 
websites. 

New and easier ways for teachers from all
schools are being put into practice. An on-
line discussion forum where you can
receive and contribute to important
initiatives, ask questions and share
resources can be now accessed. Just send
Ann Nichols (annnichols.ero@gmail.com)
your email address, school and role and
you can be added to the group. 
A joint European calendar of key events,
highlighting joint EREBB opportunities  

Ever closer links are being forged between schools and ministries across our European 
province.  From joint schools’ events such as English colleges attending the Irish ‘School 
Council’ conference, to joint post-18 Advocacy Exchanges, from sharing of expertise on 
immersion (Ardscoil na Mara from Tramore were helped by St. Joseph’s College, Stoke, 
to bring about an Indian immersion programme.) to joint publications ‘EREBB European 
Province Newsletter’ and the ‘European Province Guide to Developing World Immersion 
Handbook’ to the planned ‘Encounter’ Congress in January
2019.  We are truly ‘educating our young people beyond 
borders in the spirit of Edmund Rice’.

EREBB forthcoming ventures include:

A joint calendar to include events which are open to
 all schools across the 3 areas of the province.

A European EREBB on-line discussion forum, open to
all staff via email to aid contact and liaison across 
the province. A new ‘Immersion Handbook’ a document
which has been co-written by all areas of the province 
for all schools undertaking developing world immersion; covering the planning, ethos 
and practicalities of running immersion programmes in school.

EREBB Newsletter, a termly update with contributions from all 3 areas, available via email 
and to download from ERST, ERST NI and Edmund Rice England websites.

Perhaps most exciting of all is the first EREBB European Congress: ‘Encounter, 
Journeying Together as Edmund’s people’ which will take place in the Emmaus Centre, 
Dublin on January 31st – February. 1st 2019.  The focus is; “Look out of your window” 
and emulate the actions of Blessed Edmund reaching out to those made poor and 
marginalised on our doorsteps.  Edmund Rice England invites all schools to send up to 
four delegates from their schools and to have undertaken a day’s local immersion before 
arrival.  Those ‘left’ in schools will also be completing outreach work on Friday 1st 
February as a joint movement in reaching out. 

Edmund Rice Camps Update

Mentors, Coordinators and volunteers from across the 8 
English Edmund Rice Camps are busy preparing for this 
summer’s cycle!

As well as the usual meetings and training sessions essential 
to the success of the Camps, this year’s cohort of over 150 
volunteers have given their time and energy to other 
initiatives which enhance their ERC experience. 

On 6th April, St. Anselm’s College kindly hosted the ERC 
Annual Awards Night.  Over 80 people attended and 
enjoyed raffles, a quiz and dancing into the night!  

Volunteers who have given 3, 5 or 10 years’ service to 
the Camps received their 
long-service badges and 
special awards were 
presented to Thom Walsh 
(Wirral) and Sam Quayle 
(St. Edward’s) who are 
moving on from the project 
after committing so much 
time and passion to the 
Camps.  All at the Edmund 
Rice Office are thankful for 
their efforts.  The final award 
of the night, the Edmund 
Rice Camps Award, went to 
Olivia Dunphy (Wirral) for 
her constant dedication to the Camps and other 
Edmund Rice initiatives such as the Advocacy Week 
Exchange Program.

On 25th May, Mentors and Coordinators from all the 
Camps are invited to attend the Leaders’ residential at the 
Barnstondale Centre, Wirral.  This year, as well as the usual 
evening of planning, reflection, and social activities, the 
group will hear from Cath Wright and Zoe Hannah, past 
pupils of St. Edward’s College, who recently spent three 
months with Christian Brother communities in Ghana and 
Peru.

As ever, we are grateful to St. Anselm’s College, St Joseph’s 
College, SERV in Salford, St. Aidan’s College, Redcourt, 
The Mount, St. Mary’s College, Runnymede and St. Edward’s 
College for facilitating the Camps through volunteers and 
use of their facilities. 

Camp Leaders’ Pilgrimage

From 1st - 3rd May 2018 Tom Murray led the Edmund Rice 
Camps Leaders’ Pilgrimage to Ireland, following in the footsteps 
of Edmund Rice.

Using the Edmund Rice Icon as their guide the group, including 
volunteers from the Stoke, Wirral and Liverpool Camps, started 
by visiting the birthplace of Edmund at Westcourt Callan where 
they were very kindly hosted by Br Christy O’Carroll, Br Keiran 
Loughran, and Erin the dog! From there, it was on to Waterford, 
the city where it all began for the Christian Brothers. The group 
visited sites that are important parts of the Edmund Rice story 
finishing, of course, at Mount Sion where Br Peadar Gleeson gave 
a fascinating insight into the work of the Brothers today.

The final stop on the pilgrimage was Cork, the city of Nano Nagle. 
Hosted by Don O’leary and Rachel Lacey at the Life Centre, the 
group were given a taste of the diverse outreach with which the 
Network is involved around the city. This included the Lantern 
Centre’s work with refugees and asylum seekers and the Helping 
Hands Homelessness Project. Cork is also the city of the 
Presentation Brothers, and their Edmund Rice Garden, charting 
the journey of Edmund through the lives of the women in his life, 
gave a unique insight into the motivation and spirituality behind 
Edmund’s unique mission.

Nano Nagle was a huge influence on Edmund, and visiting Nano 
Nagle Place, HQ of the Presentation Sisters and the site of Nano’s 
first ministry, was a wonderful and inspirational experience. The 
work that the Sisters do there and the way the centre is used as a 
hub for the wider community is a great example of the ethos of 
the founders being lived out today.

We thank all those who helped us deliver the Pilgrimage, 
especially Don and Rachel who fitted us into their incredibly 
busy schedule. This was our 6th Annual Pilgrimage with ERC 
volunteers. They continue to get a huge amount from reflecting 
and socialising together. Long may it continue. Any ideas for next 
year’s destination . . ???
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Community Outreach News

Tastes of Home – An Advocacy 
project organised by Edmund Rice, 
England

Inspired by a project we saw at the United 
Nations bookshop in Geneva, we have 
created a recipe book made up of 
contributions from refugees and people 
seeking asylum that we work with at Asylum 
Link in Liverpool (as well as centres in 
Salford, Wythenshawe and Belfast).

This is an advocacy and fundraising project 
designed to highlight the stories of people 
who have been forced to flee their home 
countries due to conflict or persecution via 
the sharing of their favourite ‘tastes of home’. 
As well as the recipes, the book explores 
the cultural importance of indigenous food, 
stories of refugees and important facts about 
some areas of crisis. We have had support 
from celebrities, the UNHCR, Refugee 
Week, Caritas, ERI and many local 
restaurants and charitable agencies.  We were 
so fortunate to have had the expertise of the 
Westcourt Camera Club who gave up their 
time to come over and do the photography 
for the project. 

The book is launched in Refugee Week on 
18th June at Community Soul Cafe in 
Wallasey in conjunction with Asylum Link, 
Merseyside. There are also school-based 
events throughout the week, marking 
refugee week via the book and its recipes. 

Update from Asylum Link, 
Merseyside

In the last few months things have 
developed rapidly with the renovations 
beginning on the second floor, upgrades 
to our casework database and research into 
new IT equipment. The Women Together 
Choir have had a few sessions, in concert 
and on Radio Merseyside and have events 
planned through the summer. Refugee 
Week is coming with the Tastes of Home 
Book Launch, the annual trip to Wirral 
Country Park and the BBQ as well as other 
events with different organisations through 
the week of June 18th. We have also looked 
at the way we do things in terms of our 
Welcome and the way our volunteers work 
within the centre. A volunteer day out in 
Heswall hosted by Churches Together in 
Merseyside, refreshed everyone and was 
followed a week later by 50 of our 
volunteers discussing and debating how 
we can better direct and manage the 3000 
visitors through our door each year. 
Thanks to everyone who has helped over 
the past year.

Ewan Roberts, Centre Manager 
Asylum Link Merseyside St Annes Centre 
7 Overbury Street, Liverpool L7 3HJ 
Front Desk  0151 709 1713
Fax   0151 709 1734
 
www.asylumlink.org.uk

Beautiful and Poignant 
Limited Edition Ink Prints

In conjunction with the book, Mr 
David Rasores-Parry, Head of Art & 
Design at St. Mary’s College has kindly 
produced this excellent accompanying 
ink drawing.  

Inspired by the migration of birds; here 
British birds are sharing their food 
bowl with exotic cousins from 
oversees.  He has generously donated
50 signed and numbered limited 
edition A3-sized prints which cost 
just £10.  This money also goes to 
Asylum Link.  

Please contact Ann Nichols if you 
would like to purchase a print. 

Finished books will be available to buy via 
ALM, Edmund Rice Schools, supporting 
cafés and restaurants, as well as Christ the 
King Cathedral bookshop.  All proceeds 
will go to supporting refugees and asylum 
seekers in the North West.

A downloadable version will be 
available, for a charity donation, from 
www.edmundriceengland.org and 
www.asylumlink.org.uk 

SERV - Salford Edmund 
Rice Volunteers
Things have been busy since our last update here in St. Sebastian’s.  
Some of you who have followed us on Facebook will remember 
that for three weeks in a row three of our clients were detained 
when they went to report to the Home Office in Dallas Court here 
in Salford.  There was no obvious reason as to why these 
particular clients were lifted and this added to the uncertainty of 
all other asylum seekers in the area.

Firstly, it was impossible to know what had happened to our first 
client.  Osman, a young man from Darfur in Sudan was detained 
in the clothes he was standing up in.  His phone was confiscated 
and so he had no ability to tell anyone where he was.  
The following week a second client, Alzubair, from Eritrea was 
detained.  He was somewhat luckier in that an official made 
contact with us on his behalf.  We had a short window of 
opportunity - about two hours - to collect some personal items, 
drop them at the detention centre and hope for the best.  After a 
few days we were to learn that this act of kindness back-fired and 
money that Alzubair had borrowed from a friend to pay for some 
dental work was confiscated. 

Our final client, Abdullhai, another Sudanese was detained when 
he turned up to report to the Home Office centre.  Again, he was 
detained and afforded no opportunity to bring any of his personal 
items with him.

Luckily, the Edmund Rice Network kicked into action.  Over the 
days we learned where the individuals might be held and how we 
might make contact with them.  
We learned of an organisation
called Waging Peace, based in 
London and dedicated to 
fighting the cause of 
Sudanese who are 
fighting extradition.  

To make a long story 
short, two of our three 
clients were released 
from detention, one back 
to Salford and the other to 
Birmingham.  The third man, 
Alzubair, was put on a
 plane without money or 
accommodation and landed in France.  There he was to learn that 
the French police wanted nothing to do with him or the other 60 
asylum seekers deported with him.  He has since been destitute 
awaiting information from the Home Office as to when his money 
will be returned to him.  

We continue to do our best for him by keeping dialogue open 
with the Home Office about the money they confiscated.  We’re 
“somewhat” hopeful of a positive outcome.

On the education front, we continue to provide English classes 
three mornings a week.  Ger and I operate in the Centre and Tony 
does likewise in the house. 

 I take the beginner group and the numbers can fluctuate between 
7 and 12.  Ger takes those who have some knowledge of English 
and Tony helps a more elderly group whose language is Portu-
guese or Spanish.  These classes are held on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday mornings during term. 

Tuesday and Thursday evenings the centre is used for a youth 
club which Ger and Berni Lomax head up.

Monday mornings are our “Drop-in” service.  Wilf and Anne 
Hammond come and spend the morning helping with some 
intractable and demanding problems.  The local Citizens’ Advice 
Bureau also helps out on a Monday morning. Jim, Tony and Ger 
help those seeking housing, job applications or any number of 
other issues.

In between all the formal stuff, we respond to a myriad of dif-
ferent calls on our time.  Our centre has become recognised as 
a place of welcome, so asylum seekers and refugees come just 
to connect with their fellow asylum seekers, to keep updated on 
news from home and to support one another.

We continue to receive visitors from the Network and this is 
always a pleasure for us.  Our most recent visitors were a Camera 
Club from the Westcourt Centre in Belfast led by Cormac McArt.  
This visit was an opportunity for our clients to show-off how 
proficient they were becoming in English and to share with our 
guests some of the story of their journey from Sudan to England.  
You quickly learn that every time you think you know their story, 
they surprise you with another insight.

A theatre group from Chester is busy preparing to record the 
story of our asylum seekers with the intention of putting the final 
product on stage.  This will be an important development for our 
clients.  It will be cathartic, and it will be informative.  It is already 
having a profound effect on the theatre group who are gathering 
the information. 

Our involvement in St. Sebastian’s parish is still at the 
discernment stage.  As restructuring continues and three parishes 
try to merge into one we try to play our part and continue to stay 
engaged as best we can.

By Br. Martin O’Flaherty

If you can help us in any way, either by raising funds or 
volunteering for a few hours a week, please contact 
Br. Ger on 07455 224 227. Or at the parish house: 
St. Sebastian Church, Gerald Road, Pendleton, Salford
M6 6DL.
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St. Sebastian’s hosts a Sudanese 
Wedding 

In February the Brothers gave over their 
centre to a Sudanese refugee couple’s 
wedding celebrations. 

Liber8 & Easter eggs!

Liber8 Youth Club is supported by The Christian Brothers Community in Salford for 
young people of high school age, it took off just over a year ago and offers a safe space 
for young people to meet their friends on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. Brother Ger 
O’Connell, Bernie Lomax, a qualified youth worker, and Sofie Sheehey, our local 
volunteer, plan and deliver activities for our young people.

As well as the usual fun and games you would expect in a youth club, we include quizzes 
and activities that help us understand things in our society like Poverty, Homelessness, 
Bullying and the problems facing refugees and asylum seekers.  We also look at our own 
qualities and those of others, our behaviour and the effect we have on those around us.

Art and crafts are a popular pastime, and this has included making lanterns for an event 
in our local park, cards and decorations to sell at St Sebastian’s Christmas Fayre and 
Mother’s Day cards and gifts.  The photo shows our group making Easter Cards, 
decorating chocolate eggs and the smiles we brought to the refugees and asylum seekers 
who received them.

On the Tuesday before Easter the young people at Liber8 made 20 Easter cards and 
decorated 20 chocolate eggs for the refugees and asylum seekers who attend the English 
classes delivered by The Brothers in Salford.

Update from the Brothers’ 
Community, Parr Street

At Parr Street, Br. Eamonn Doyle 
teaches English to asylum seekers and 
helps them with problems connected 
with their status at Asylum Link, 
Merseyside.

Br. Mike Halligan teaches children with 
learning difficulties four days a week.
Br. Edward Egan represents the Brothers 
in Links (the Justice and Peace arm of the 
Religious in England and Wales) and 
Africa-Europe Faith and Justice 
Network.  He also writes necrologies and 
looks after the graves of Brothers in UK. 

Br. Chris Brown helps local children 
with school work.  He distributes food 
to needy families.

There is a club for disabled people on 
Fridays to give respite to their families.
Tea and sandwiches are available for 
people who call at the door.

The community give financial support 
to Swapon, a former resident medical 
student of 20 yrs. ago who runs many 
projects for the poorest of the poor in 
Bangladesh.

New Edmund Rice International Youth Ambassadors are 
currently being elected in our Colleges.  Their tasks next year 
as leaders of advocacy and social justice in their schools will be 
to guide their schools and aid the primaries with gaining their 
‘School of Sanctuary’ status and to promote and oversee groups 
completing the newly launched PRATYeK ‘Applied Child-led 
Advocacy Certificate’ from Edmund Rice India. 

As well as promoting Human Rights in their schools, ERI groups 
run awareness campaigns and fund-raise for local and 
international causes.  The completion of their six training 
modules will now be made easier thanks to the modules being 
fully downloadable from the Edmund Rice England website and 
due to the fact that most teachers who oversee ERI in the Colleges 
have attended the Staff Advocacy Training here at Woodeaves 
delivered by Tom Murray and Cormac McArt.  

Of course, one of the highlights of being a Youth Ambassador has 
to be the visit to the Human Rights Council at the United Nations 
in Geneva as hosted by Edmund Rice International.  

Edmund Rice International 

We hear from one of St. Mary’s out-going Youth 
Ambassadors, Daniel Savin on his experience in Geneva 
below:

At the end of January 2018, ERI youth ambassadors from six 
schools in England and two in Ireland visited the United Nations 
in Geneva, as well as the ERI offices and several other attractions.  
We spent three days in Geneva in what was an engaging and 
thought-provoking trip that will no doubt inspire future 
collaboration between the schools in both countries and for some 
ambassadors possibly the thought of future careers at the UN.

The first day was an early start from Manchester Airport for the 
English schools, with students from St Aidan’s in Sunderland 
having a three hour journey just to get to the airport!  

Any nerves or worries at the prospect of meeting 14 new people 
were quickly dispelled, as the group quickly got to know each 
other and by the time we landed in Geneva it felt like we had 
known each other for a long time. 

Upon arriving in Geneva, we made our way to the ERI offices 
where we received a warm welcome from Brian Bond and the 
team.  It was also here where we met the final members of our 
group from Tramore and Limerick in Ireland. Brian Bond then 
explained the work of ERI in meeting ambassadors to the UN to 
advocate for those in need in a country’s UPR session.

The example of the St Lucian UPR session was especially 
interesting, as the research and issues raised by ERI were explicitly 
raised by the St Lucian representatives.  

Following our time in the offices, we made our way to the UN 
where we first saw the scale of the organisation, with its massive 
buildings overlooking Lake Geneva.  We ate in a small Italian 
restaurant, then headed back to the hotel to prepare for the busy 
day that was to come. Continued overleaf...
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The middle day of our visit saw us attend the UPR of 
Liechtenstein.  After a quick search to establish exactly where the 
country is (it’s a small principality to the east of Switzerland, with 
a population of less than 40,000), it quickly became clear that 
there were not going to be any huge human rights violations to 
discuss, with one youth ambassador finding a source 
describing it as having an ‘impeccable’ human rights record.  

However, the UPR was still hugely interesting to attend; despite 
having one of the best human rights records worldwide, it was 
apparent there were still some steps to be taken particularly in 
the areas of gender equality, disability discrimination and LGBT 
rights.  It was surprising to some in the group that despite 
Liechtenstein’s good human rights record, they had not signed 
several UN Conventions; however, as the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs explained, Liechtenstein doesn’t sign any Conventions 
until the requisite laws are already applied to show their 
commitment to the UN, an approach which many in the group 
supported.

Following the UPR, we attended a side event concerning the 
blockade of Qatar by Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and the United Arab 
Emirates.  It was shocking to hear about the effects of the 
blockade on ordinary families and very harsh punishments for 
anyone found breaching the blockade on relations between the 
group, led by Saudi Arabia, and Qatar.  Many of us had no idea 
that there was any conflict between the nations, due to the limited 
coverage in UK news on the issue.  

Following this engaging talk, we headed to the Red Cross 
Museum for a humbling reminder of the consequences of conflict 
in many instances, from the record of prisoners of war from WWI 
to the orphaned children of the Rwandan genocide.  Again, we 
were reminded of the effects of these international conflicts on 
normal people stuck in an awful situation through no fault of 
their own.  The museum made the amount of invaluable work 
carried out by the Red Cross abundantly clear; without them and 
the countless other charities who also work in difficult and 
dangerous situations globally, the effects of many conflicts and 
wars would be countless times worse.

We spent our final night in Geneva exploring the city, including 
taking a boat across Lake Geneva past the iconic water jet.  We 
returned to the Italian restaurant from the night before, as it was 
an instant hit with the whole group, and then headed back to the 
hotel for our last few hours as one group.  

The next morning was another early one, heading to the airport 
to return home.  The trip was invaluable as it opened our eyes to 
the work done by ERI and other NGOs and the real influence that 
this work can do.  We left with many more ideas for the future, 
both in our roles as Youth Ambassadors and how to use our 
experiences in Geneva to further the impact of ERI and advocacy 
in our schools, and for some people, including myself, ideas of 
future careers at the UN.  

I think it is fair to say that this trip will have a lasting influence 
on all those who went, and now we must use the trip to continue 
the work of the ERI team in Geneva in our schools and colleges 
and make the most of our time there to inspire others to advocate, 
help others, and hopefully become the future ERI Youth 
Ambassadors.

New ERI Ambassadors St. Joseph’s  College

At St Joseph’s College we have just appointed our new team for 
2018-19 and are delighted to say that Year 12 student Saarah 
Tallah has been appointed as the New ERI ambassador.  
We have also appointed two deputies this year with the view to 
have both a KS3 and KS4 link member. The two deputies are 
Lauren Davis and Ashveer Bal.  Many congratulations to all. 
We are really excited about the work that they were are going 
to do within school and offer our huge thanks to Caira Church 
and Will Greensmith, outgoing Ambassador and deputy, who 
have worked tirelessly to ensure that the plight of the homeless 
in our local area and beyond has been heard within our school 
community.

New ERI Intern from the English Network

Hi, my name is Didier and I am fortunate enough to have been 
selected as an intern for ERI over in Geneva this upcoming 
September.  These sorts of opportunities are like gold dust to 
university students, so I cannot describe how 
excited I really am!

I first heard of Edmund Rice 
when I started at St Mary’s 
College in Crosby.  As one of 
the many schools founded by 
the Christian Brothers it was 
natural for us students to learn 
about the man himself. It was not 
until a few years later that I began
 to realise the scope of the Edmund 
Rice network.  As an ambassador for ERI in my final years at 
St Mary’s I was given the opportunity to visit the offices in 
Geneva.  It was this experience that made me want to apply for 
their internship program straight away.

As an NGO, ERI cannot offer paid internships therefore it is up 
to you how you go about funding your stay.  Whilst this may be 
intimidating at first, there are so many fundraising platforms 
you can take.  For example, this summer I will be climbing 
Ben Nevis for charity to help me to pay for my 
accommodation costs.  A donation from the climb will also go 
to Asylum Link Merseyside, a charity based in Liverpool that 
has a close relationship with ERI.  The costing of any unpaid 
internship, whether it be for ERI or not, should never stop you 
from applying.  The intern program for any industry is set up 
to benefit both the intern and the organisation.  They want you 
to apply just as much as you want to be accepted and any 
obstacles that you may think will hold you back can be 
overcome.
 
As I am approaching the half way mark for my fundraising 
goal, it is becoming that more real.  If I can give any advice to 
any student who is reading this, is to get involved with ERI at 
school.  If you’re interested in social justice, human rights, pol-
itics, international law etc. it opens a door to so many amazing 
opportunities, working at the United Nations just being one of 
them!  You can support Didier and a project to fund an intern 
from the developing world by following this link:
 
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/didier-muller

Advocacy 

Ensure students from your school sign up to 
Edmund Rice India’s PRATYeK programme 
‘Applied Child-led Advocacy Certificate’ devised 
by the excellent Br Steve Rocha and the team 
at Edmund Rice India.  This can be undertaken by 
children of all ages from all countries and is 
certificated. @epratyek 

Post 18s you are invited to join the Advocacy Exchange team who 
meet in three locations across the province throughout the year 
for a fully-funded week-long Advocacy Week of workshops on 
how l to lobby and campaign. 

Schools can attend the Regional Advocacy Conferences for 
students in England, Dublin and Northern Ireland each year in 
the Spring term. 

All of our Edmund Rice Schools in England are being challenged 
to gain ‘School of Sanctuary’ status next year.  There are three 
simple principles to becoming a School of Sanctuary:

1. Learn about what it means to be seeking 
    sanctuary.

2. Take positive action to embed concepts of
    welcome, safety and inclusion within your school   
    and the wider community.

3. Share your vision and achievements – be proud!

schools.cityofsanctuary.org/awards/how-can-my-school-get-involved/

To get started: 

Ensure that you book Ann Nichols to bring the Asylum Link 
Roadshow assembly to your school and reserve your week of the 
travelling Lee House Exhibition: ‘Journey to Sanctuary’.
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St. Edwards old girls ‘Gap’ experience with the 
brothers’ communities in Ghana and Peru.

This year Cath Wright and Zoe Hannah who left St. Edward’s 
College last summer decided to travel to Ghana and Peru on their 
own independent ‘immersion’ experience. Here the girls tell us 
how they got on. 

Is this something you would like to do? 

Cath and Zoe would be happy to advise and mentor any former 
pupils who would like to undertake this type of trip to work with 
brothers’ communities in the developing world.

During our six-week stay with the brothers in Tamale, Ghana we 
were immersed in the local culture and were overwhelmed with 
the kindness of the local people. Visiting Kanvili R/C School was 
such an enlightening experience for both of us and we are so 
grateful to the brothers for giving us the opportunity to come and 
help around the school. 

During our time at the school we frequently visited the nursery 
helping the teachers there with the children, we also helped the 
children complete their literacy and numeracy tasks whilst also 
playing with them during their breaks.

We also helped with the school’s spelling bee club, allowing the 
children to practice English with us. We also spent time observing 
Br. Anthony’s science lessons whilst also helping Br. Victor with 
administration work. 

We could not believe how fast the six weeks flew by, in the final 
days of our trip it felt like we had only arrived
yesterday. We would like to emphasise just how thankful we are 
to of been given this opportunity and we want to thank Br. Victor, 
Anthony, Eric and Leo for making our time here so enjoyable. 

We will never forget this experience.

Visiting Peru was by far one of the most memorable places we 
have both ever visited. We were lucky enough to be able to split 
our time between doing voluntary work with the Christian 
Brothers; Hugo, Paul and Steven which included spending a week 
with an immersion group from the US, which was organised by 
Sister. Claire. We spent our week seeing all that Lima has to offer; 
spending the majority of our time in the community of Villa El 
Salvador. The friendships we formed during the week in Villa 
made our six weeks in Peru even more special as we frequently
returned back to visit Midaley, Pati and their families.

We also visited a primary school ran by Sister. Jacinta, and we 
spent time visiting Las Flores which is an area where the Brothers 
build houses with retreat groups for those who need them in the 
local community.

Edmund Rice Plus - Alumni News 

We also had plenty of time to ourselves were we explored all 
areas of Lima and also ventured out to visit other places Peru 
had to offer. The most notable was our trip to Cusco in which we 
saw Machu Picchu, having to wake up at 4am to travel up to the 
mountains was all worth it, a definite must see, you will be
 overwhelmed with the beauty and how spectacular it is up there! 

We also traveled further down South from Lima to get to Paracas 
which made for a nice day out, you got to do boat trips to the 
islands to see wild sea lions, penguins and all species of birds.  
We also got to see the Paracas National Reserve along with old 
slave tunnels which really opened our eyes to Peru’s past. Peru 
was once again another unforgettable experience, we both think 
everyone should visit at some point!

We are both so grateful we were given the opportunity to travel 
for three months as we got to visit some amazing countries and 
we met people who we will consider our friends for life. If anyone 
is even contemplating it we say you should go for it, there is
a whole world out there waiting to be discovered and doing 
voluntary work along the way helps you to appreciate everything 
so much more.

If anyone has any questions, feel free to contact 
either of us!
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Practical, experiential workshops. 

time to select and share good practice across the 

European Province. 

Inspirational speakers. 

Clear plans to take EREBB collaboration to the next 

level. 

JAN 31 - FEB 1 - EMMAUS CENTRE, DUBLIN

EREBB
CONGRESS 

up to 4 guests invited from each English school

START PLANNING YOUR PRE-IMMERSION OR ON-SITE OUTREACH WORK FOR FEB 1 NOW.

My name is Brother Patrick George Gordon - 
addressed in my family-of-origin as Joe.  I was born 
in Dublin in 1942, the eldest of a family of six – four 
brothers and one sister.  My early education was 
with the Sisters of Mercy and the Christian Brothers 
Schools in Athy Co Kildare. 

In each magazine, we will write up one of our interviews.  
We hope you enjoy hearing from the Brothers and reading about 
their lives. 

Background and becoming a Christian Brother

I left my family home at Athy in 1956 to begin training to be a 
Christian Brother in Dublin.  A short time later, my parents left 
Ireland because of a difficult economic situation where jobs were 
hard to find.  They set up home in Cheetham Hill, Manchester, 
where my five siblings grew up and were educated - four of whom 
have settled in the North West, while the fifth lives in Ireland. 

I grew up in a deeply religious home-environment where 
family prayer, Mass and sacraments were central to life.  One day 
a Christian Brother visited our school when I was fourteen and 
spoke to my class about the life of a Religious Brother and about 
Edmund Rice.  He offered an invitation to any boy who wished to 
discuss this matter further to meet him.  I had not contemplated 
being a Brother prior to this.  I chose to meet him and in that way 
I felt God was calling me to be a Religious Teaching Brother.  
I informed my parents who were surprised at first but later 
supported my life choice one hundred percent.

To be a Religious Brother is a call from God be a disciple of Jesus 
in the footsteps of Edmund Rice.  The primary aspect of a Broth-
er’s life is to love and serve God, to obey his commandments, and 
to cooperate with Christ in the work of building his Kingdom by 
loving and serving others; with a special focus on developing right 
relationship with my Religious Brothers, with people made poor 
and with the whole earth community.

Following years of training for Religious life and in University 
studies, I began my teaching career as a teacher of Geography and 
Religious Education in Edmund Rice Schools.  I enjoyed teaching 
Geography, a subject I loved. Teaching, Religious Education was 
often more challenging in the fast-changing culture of the 1970s 
and 1980s.  As the years passed I found myself in school 
leadership rolls and in leadership in my Congregation of 
Christian Brothers. These leadership rolls presented new 
challenges.

As I entered my forties and contemplated life going forward, I met 
a Spiritual Director who challenged me about my life-style and 
commitment as a Religious Brother.  I realised I was in a rut and 
needed to renew my spiritual awareness for the challenges in a 
post Vatican II church.  Maybe the ‘Elsewhere God’ of my youth 
was not enough for me and that I needed to awaken to the 
‘Everywhere God’.  In response to this challenge I made the 
30-day Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius during which I felt God 
was inviting me into a deeper personal relationship with him 
which in turn would deepen my spirituality of being a Religious 
Brother.  I followed up this new awareness by study and gained an 
MA in Christian Spirituality and a Diploma in Spiritual Direction.

After retiring from my career as a teacher, I suffered an Ischemic 
Stroke and ended up in hospital for some weeks.  This was a big 
challenge to me emotionally and physically and to my faith in a 
loving God.  With medical support, with Spiritual Direction and 
with the support of my Religious Brothers and my 
family-of-origin I have managed to make a good recovery, for 
which I give thanks to God every day. 

An Edmund Rice Christian Brother is a layman who commits 
himself to Christ by the vows of poverty, celibacy, and obedience, 
who lives in Religious Community, and who works in the 
ministry of Christian Education.  A Brother once reminded me 
that “you can’t spell Brother without spelling other” – 
a slogan I find very helpful to this day.

A life in
mission. 
Brothers stories
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In almost twenty-one years as a 
governor there are just so many 
outstanding successes in academic 
achievement, sport (both individual and 
team), and in music; and so many 
amazing and inspiring people among 
staff, students, parents and governors 
that it is difficult to know what to single 
out as a memory.  

Perhaps three things stand out more than anything 
else. The first is the change brought about by the 
College moving to Grant Maintained status in   
  1997 which removed the fees and meant that 
   once again the children of lawyers and labourers,      
     dockers and doctors could receive an Edmund  
      Rice education together, without reference to  
       parental ability to pay, as had been the case
        when I was a pupil in the 1960s.

          The second was the experience while a 
           helper with the HCPT Easter Pilgrimage to 
             Lourdes of seeing our Sixth Form pupils, 
            who had raised their own funds to 
            travel, giving so much of themselves to 
             support the children with often severe  
             medical and a variety of other needs, and 
               organising and leading so many joyful  
             liturgies.

        The third was the inspiration of one of our 
      pupils, Michael Bedson, who was diagnosed  
     with terminal cancer and was more concerned   
    with reassuring and supporting others than with    
   his own condition and treatment. 
 
   In his final weeks of life he organised a sale of the   
  many items of sporting memorabilia and other 
gifts he had been given in order to raise funds for 
the Teenage Cancer Trust.

While it is important that all pupils are helped and 
encouraged to reach their full potential in 
academic, sporting and cultural pursuits, it is the 
quality of the young, Christian adults who leave 
us to take their place in the adult world, aware of 
their own worth and their obligation to others that 
marks us out as an Edmund Rice school.

We thank Phil Doyle for his long service to 
St. Edward’s College and also to Mr John Browne 
who retired as a Governor at Runnymede school 
this term. 

A Word from the 
Governor! 
St. Edward’s College

Prep School News

Redcourt St. Anselm’s 
Preparatory School 

Lenten Promises

This term Prep 1 have made a 2018 Class 
Lenten Pledge focusing on one of the eight 
essentials.  Prep 1 had chosen promoting 
the spiritual.  We decided as a class to 
follow Jesus’ teachings and be a good and 
kind friend.  I have a contact at our local 
residential home and I asked if there were 
some residents who may like to receive a 
letter from my class.  They said that their 
residents would be really happy to receive 
a little letter.  I am hoping it will become 
almost like a pen pal scheme.  Some of the 
residents will write a reply, but there is no 
need for them to do so. 

The letters we wrote are short (the boys are 
5 or 6) and tell them who they are, if they 
have brothers or sisters, what they like 
to do, what their favourite food is and 
they end by wishing their new friend a 
lovely day.

The class have really enjoyed writing the 
letters and I am hoping that we can set up 
some visits to their home or they can come 
and visit our school for art afternoons and 
tea and cake.

Nicky Sherry (Prep 1 teacher)

Preparing to be a ‘School of Sanctuary’

Redcourt are well on their way to becoming a ‘School of Sanctuary’ and as part of their 
awareness building on Refugees, their journeys and seeking asylum in the UK, Ann 
Nichols was welcomed into school to present assemblies to all pupils on what it means to 
be a refugee and making people welcome.  We learnt some Arabic, thought about Syria 
and other countries where children are having to leave due to conflict.  In groups, the 
children had to think quickly and pack a bag as though they were a refugee, deciding 
what to take and what to leave behind.  Children have been set a competition to design 
welcome posters for refugee centres around the North West. 

Runnymede St. Edward’s Preparatory School

Edmund Rice—Y1 winners ART COMPETITION 

The Autumn term’s Edmund Rice Art competition was won in the junior 
category by a fantastic picture, jointly produced by Year 1 class illustrating the 
essential ‘Building a Christian Community.’ Tom Murray from the Edmund Rice 
Office visited school to present Year 1 children with goodies as prizes for their 
winning artwork.  Well done Year 1! 
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Prep School News

Runnymede St. Edward’s 
Preparatory School 

Holy Week 

Preschool and Reception started our 
Easter Collective Worships by retelling 
the story of Palm Sunday, when Jesus 
rode into Jerusalem and the people 
welcomed him and waved palms.  Leo 
played the part of Jesus, and Joseph 
was our wonderful donkey.  Saffi and 
Ethan were very angry leaders who 
wanted to get rid of Jesus.  Well done 
children! 

Year 1 and Year 2 continued our Easter 
Collective Worships with a thoughtful 
and reflective retelling of the story of 
Maundy Thursday. 

Year 3 and Year 4 told the story of 
Good Friday, as our Holy Week 
Collective Worships continue.  The 
children reflected on the image of 
Christ, with a wonderful portrayal of 
Jesus by Jack Q.  A powerful Collective 
Worship - thank you children. 

Years 5 and 6 celebrated the Risen Lord 
in their combined Collective Worship 
which recalled the excitement of Jesus’ 
friends at discovering he had fulfilled 
the prophecy of the Resurrection.  

The worship was introduced with a 
beautiful Taize chant by the Runnymede 
members of the Cathedral Choir. 

St. Mary’s Preparatory 
school ‘The Mount’ 

A visit with the elderly

Each week a group of students from the ER 
group visit a local nursing home.  In that 
time, they chat with residents about what 
Crosby, Blundellsands and the surrounding 
area was like and what has changed over 
the last 80+ years as well as play musical in-
struments such as the viola, cello and much 
more.  Playing games is always a fun activity, 
hoopla seems to be favourite for all.

It is lovely seeing interaction between the 
residents and the students each week with 
all eagerly putting themselves forward for 
visiting on each occasion.

Visits from Tom are always welcomed, with 
the students reflecting on ways that they can 
improve the lives of people in need as well as 
ways of sharing Christian values with people 
that they meet.  Group reflection gives them 
an opportunity to share their own feelings 
and experiences openly.

Reminding young students such as those 
here at St Mary’s of the valuable lesson that 
it is not always about fundraising for a cause 
but just by giving your time in some way 
can make a HUGE DIFFERENCE in 
somebody’s life. 

Mrs Anita Purcell

Runnymede St. Edward’s 
Preparatory School

Immaculate Mary

These canvases are a collaboration 
between children from schools in the 
West Derby Learning Network and 
are ‘on tour’ around schools.  They are 
currently on display at Runnymede. 

Nugent: Good Shepherd Appeal 
Woolly the Sheep visited us to 
encourage children to continue raising 
money for those in need in our local 
community.  During Lent, lots of 
children across the school have been 
doing jobs at home to earn some 
money to donate.  Well done all! 

‘Sing Up Day’ 2018 Global 
Advocacy in action!

Thank you to all our children who took 
part in making 14th March 2018 one 
of the best and most powerful Sing 
Up Days yet.  With events from Malta 
to Malaysia and the UK to Kuwait, 
thousands of people all over the world 
raised their voices to encourage 
everyone to help effect the change they 
want to see in the world.  

The children loved taking part in 
#SingUpDay in school, and they 
sang beautifully.  Thank you to Mrs 
Summers for inspiring the children 
to consider the difference that we can 
make by thinking about taking care of 
everyone locally and globally. 

Prep School News

St. Joseph’s Preparatory School

Another exciting term at St Joseph’s Prep School

Since the start of 2018, the children here have been taking part in 
a number of exciting activities. We have held a number of Masses, 
which the children have continued to take a major role in. 
On 19th March we celebrated the Feast day of the Patron Saint of 
our school Saint Joseph with a Mass led by Father Rob Taylerson.

In the lead up to February half term week we held our annual 
PHSCE week.  This year there were a number of different areas 
covered, this ranged from Recycling, and thinking about our 
responsibility to our world, to studying the Icon of Blessed 
Edmund Rice. 

This year’s Prep 6, continued the theme of Recycling and 
produced items made from recycled items to sell during our 
Lenten activities.  This was in addition to their class Lenten fund 
raising.  The money that they raised from their Recycling sale will 
go towards the “Advocacy & Fundraising Project” organised by 
Edmund Rice England to help with the production of a Recipe 
Book.

All the children in the school have played a part in raising money 
for charities during Lent.  

In the Prep department the children spent a day selling items 
which they had brought into school, from popcorn, to cakes to 
‘Guess the name of the teddy’, and ‘How many pennies in the jar?’  
The children really enjoy taking part in these activities.  

The children in Early years and Pre Prep have this year taken 
home a Sheep-taken from the Edmund Rice Icon on paper -they 
were asked to try and cover it with as many coins as possible. 

We held our Lenten Mass at St Teresa’s Church which once again 
was led by Father Rob Taylerson.

We finished the end of term with our annual Easter Egg hunt for 
the younger members of our school, which was then followed by 
the Easter Bonnet Parade.  

We had some fantastic hats which the children brought into 
school, and I must say it was very difficult to judge first places.  
We ended the day with the Jar Tombola, and a Lenten assembly 
which focussed on Jesus’ journey to the cross
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In 1992 my husband began working as an 
NQT at St. Joseph’s College, that in itself is 
another story and one where God had his 
hand on it.  Within the next few years our 
four children were pupils at the school too.

In 1998 a job as ‘Key Stage 1 
Co-ordinator’ at St. Joseph’s Prep became 
available, I applied and was appointed.  
St. Joseph’s became a family affair.

Times and personnel changed and after 
being Acting Head for two years I was 
appointed as Headteacher in 2004.

Over the years the leadership role has been 
very diverse and as in any journey the 
staff and I have faced highs and lows.  It 
has been interesting to see the educational 
landscape change and to see how the Prep 
school has metamorphosed into what it 
is today.

My educational philosophy is a simple 
one based on Love.  I believe that if a child 
knows love and feels secure and valued 
then we can educate them-that goes for the 
parents too.

 I am Head of a very special school. 
St. Joseph’s Preparatory school, where as 
a Catholic, Edmund Rice School God is 
central to everything which we do, His love 
enfolds and upholds us daily.  

I feel very blessed to be in the 
position which I am”.

This edition we are glad to 
highlight our two 
longest-serving Heads. Mrs Sue 
Hutchinson of St. Joseph’s Prep 
School and Mr Simon Duggan, 
Principal at St. Anselm’s College

Sue Hutchinson. Thoughts on the 
past years

“The years I have been at St. Joseph’s 
Preparatory School seem to have flown. 
My association with St. Joseph’s and the 
Christian Brothers began in 1980 when my 
Brother was a pupil at St Joseph’s College.  
I had just qualified as a teacher; jobs were 
hard to come by as you always needed 
‘experience’.  I decide to write to the then 
Head at St. Joseph’s College and see if there 
were any jobs available - I never got a reply, 
so assumed that the door was shut in that 
direction!

HeadSpace/1
Simon did not expect to remain in one 
post for so long, indeed he has now been 
at St. Anselm’s for more than half of his 
teaching career.  He remarks “St. Anselm’s 
and the Anselmian community are a true 
family and I feel very much at home here.  
We have dedicated Governors and staff, 
interesting and decent pupils and 
supportive parents (overwhelmingly!).  
New challenges have emerged each year 
and the job is never boring, but we manage 
to come through with a smile on our 
faces.  It has been a great privilege to lead 
this wonderful community which is truly 
faithful to the Essentials of an Edmund 
Rice education.  My job has enabled me 
to pursue my vocation, interact with the 
global Edmund Rice family and deepen my 
understanding of my faith.  I count myself 
blessed.  It is very difficult to imagine 
teaching outside the Edmund Rice Family.

Simon has been married to Sheila for 24 
years and has two technically grown-up 
daughters, Lily(23) and Charlotte(20), who 
continue to plunder his bank account, along 
with Sami, his cocker spaniel.  He is a 
Liverpool fanatic and will shortly be 
holidaying in Kiev, sparing a thought for 
those Mancunian branches of the Edmund 
Rice family who have now discovered that 
you cannot buy success!  

During the close-season he enjoys 
wandering around castles and old churches, 
much to the annoyance of his family!

Simon Duggan has been 
Headmaster of St. Anselm’s 
College since 2002, although he 
looks much younger!  He is an old 
boy of the College, the first to be 
appointed Headmaster there, and 
an Oxford History graduate and 
Boxing Blue.  

Simon comes from a family steeped in 
Christian Brothers’ education.  His father, 
Richard, and uncle were old boys of 
St. Edward’s College, his uncle Arthur also 
having taught there alongside Br. Coffey 
in the 1950s.  All three of his brothers 
attended either St. Anselm’s or St. Ambrose 
College, where he began his teaching career 
in 1988.

HeadSpace/2
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College News

St. Boniface News 
Spring 2018  

The staff and students at St. Boniface’s 
Catholic College have been hard at work 
this past term planning for the year ahead; 
following an Ofsted monitoring visit, our 
school is now “making rapid improvement” 
thanks to the leadership of our headteacher 
Neil Maslen.  

Mr Maslen’s efforts have been recognised 
in the local Community Heroes Awards 
- his nomination as Teacher of the Year is 
testament to the dedication he shows to all 
in our community.

Each year, St. Boniface’s offers ten days of 
outreach for local primary schools.  
Each school is invited to attend one full day 
as “Boniface Littl’uns” - which sees them 
take part in secondary school activities 
with a view to continuing their education 
at our school.  

The event is very popular and this year, 
we have senior students taking the 
lead - as they were once part of the 
programme when they were in Year 5.  

Each day differs slightly, but they all take 
part in a computing/robotics challenge, 
some sports, and make their own cakes and 
pizza for lunch together.

Other news...

Most recently, the College has been 
nominated in the Outstanding School for 
Services Children category at an 
upcoming Forces ceremony at HMS 
Drake.

In May, the College was fortunate to have 
10 students across Years 7-10 take part in 
training to become anti-bullying 
ambassadors for the Diana Award 
Anti-bullying Campaign.  Learn more 
here: www.antibullyingpro.com

The College’s new motto “Dream. Believe. 
Achieve.” is becoming embedded in all we 
do.  The students and staff are using the 
mantra in enthusing, interesting 
opportunities and lessons for all.

We are very proud of our students and 
their accomplishments, and share our 
stories on social media over Instagram, 
Twitter and Facebook.  Be sure to look out 
for us @stbonifaces and follow the hashtag 
#BonaFacite.

College News

St. Aidan’s College   

This January the Edmund Rice Network 
presented two of our boys with the 
opportunity of visiting the United Nations 
in Geneva. Matthew Watson described his 
experience for our younger students: 

‘We arrived in Geneva at around 1pm 
and went to the Edmund Rice permanent 
office in Geneva where we were given more 
information about the Edmund Rice 
International Organisation and the work 
they do around the United Nations.

We then went down the road to the United 
Nations Building to receive our passes for 
the following day.  We were given some free 
time to sample the sights of Geneva and the 
famous Lake Geneva before regrouping for 
Tea in a local restaurant.

On the Second day we sat in on Liech-
tenstein’s Human Rights review.  This was 
a fantastic experience as we saw the UN 
in action and saw a number of delegates 
speaking on behalf of their country.  
We even had lunch in the ‘Serpent Bar’ in 
and amongst the delegates and Politicians. 

After lunch we sat in on a ‘Side Event’ 
regarding the Human Rights situation in 
the Middle East.  This really opened up our 
eyes to issues we didn’t even know were 
happening like the Saudi Arabian Blockade 
of Qatar.  This has left families separated 
and children unable to receive medicine. 

We were then given a full tour of the 
UN, including the old building where we 
witnessed the original League of Nations 
building.  This trip was an amazing 
experience and a once in a life time oppor-
tunity.  We were able to see the Work of 
ERI and the work done in the UN.  I would 
highly recommend it to younger students 
who might get this opportunity in the 
future.’ 

Matthew Watson Year 13.

Over the last couple of years we have 
encouraged students to give something 
back during lent, supporting Water Aid and 
CAFOD with our recycling campaigns and 
more recently we have made a 
commitment to supporting local charities 
that assist in the ever increasing issues 
around food poverty.  Our Advent appeal to 
support local foodbanks was a real success 
and provided genuine assistance to those 
in most need in the local community. We 
have encouraged our students and families 
to continue to support this worthy cause 
during Lent.  Every time a form group filled 
a box with donations, St Aidan’s donated a 
chocolate egg towards the appeal.  Our aim 
was to be able to hand over a large amount 
of basic items to the food banks and in 
addition donate chocolate eggs to children 
that otherwise may not have received an 
Easter gift. 

Over the last term two of our year groups 
have had the opportunity to go on retreat 
at the Youth Village in Consett.  The 
students who attended had the chance to 
discuss their faith and spend time 
reflecting with friends on different aspects 
of their beliefs.  For many, this was the first 
time they had experienced a retreat.  
Students came back full of excitement, 
talking about the young people on the 
mission team and what they had been 
sharing. 

‘They made discussing our faith very 
interactive, there were lots of activities to 
get involved in and it was a good chance to 
spend time with friends.’ 

Harry Brocklehurst, Year 7. 

A group of our Year 9 students have signed 
up to the Youth Village camp taking place 
in June in order to participate in the Youth 
Festival.  This has always been a great 
success, please pray for the experience of 
our young men during this time. 
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Sixth Form ERI Group

Students in Year 12 and 13 have 
assisted throughout the last term with 
the delivery of Human Rights and 
Advocacy sessions as part of the Lower 
School (Years 7-9) EPR delivery at 
St Mary’s College, Crosby.  

Working in conjunction with Ian 
Downing from Asylum Link in 
Liverpool city centre, Lower School 
students were made aware of the 
impact they could make on a day to 
day basis, by promoting 
understanding and campaigning to 
help gather funds towards projects 
such as Asylum Link and others in 
order to provide food, shelter and 
advice to those less fortunate than 
themselves.  

Acting as a “voice to the voiceless”, 
it is hoped that the outstanding work 
started by our Sixth Form students will 
filter down into the Middle and Lower 
School Edmund Rice International 
groups to promote great change at 
local, national and international levels.

Staff Inset

In March, staff at St. Mary’s College spent 
a most informative and inspirational hour 
learning how they can continue their 
development towards being an inspiring ER 
school on a national and international level. 

Roisin, Tom and Ann from Edmund Rice 
England all came to deliver INSET in key 
areas in which staff can make a difference as 
an Edmund Rice School.  With international 
immersion projects in India and Peru, that 
would build on our previous immersion to 
Sierra-Leone, as well as other training in 
domestic immersion, Edmund Rice 
Education Beyond Borders, social justice 
and advocacy as well as training 
opportunities for staff.  

It is now up to us to further the 
outstanding work started by the staff at 
St. Mary’s and take the next steps with the 
help of governors, staff and students to 
ensure this positive legacy continues.

Geneva

In January, two members of the Edmund 
Rice International Sixth Form student group 
from St Mary’s College, Crosby travelled 
with the Edmund Rice England group to 
Geneva to visit the United Nations.  

Daniel Savin and Faye Morris from Year 13 
spent 3 days with other like-minded Sixth 
Formers from schools within the Edmund 
Rice Network as they saw how their work 
from ground level up implements 
international change through ongoing 
discussions on human rights and advocacy.

St. Mary’s College

Question Time

On March 16th, St. Mary’s College, 
Crosby were proud to host a very 
informative and thought-provoking 
Question Time style discussion about 
modern slavery and human trafficking, 
organised by our friends at Edmund Rice 
England in conjunction with Mr Alex 
Stagogiannis and the Year 12 and 13
students from St. Mary’s.  

Eight different school attended, with 
students from Year 11-13 posing 
questions to the expert panellists.  
Special thanks to all the pupils and their 
teachers that accompanied them for their 
excellent contributions, particularly the 
three students from Mariecourt who 
came on their own!  

St. Mary’s College are looking forward 
to hosting the event next year and that 
more schools in the North West will 
participate.

College News

St. Edward’s College

On Thursday 10th May, Rt Rev Tom Williams, Auxiliary Bishop 
of Liverpool presided over the celebrations of the Feast of the 
Ascension held at St. Edward’s College, Liverpool.

The whole school was involved in the celebration of this Holy Day 
of Obligation beginning with Low Mass in the College Hall for 
our younger pupils and prefects who were joined by members of 
the Faith in Action and Edmund Rice Advocacy groups.  

Bishop Tom then led the procession of the Blessed Sacrament 
from the Hall out to where the rest of the school were waiting to 
join in the recitation of the Rosary.  The decades of the Rosary 
were recited by pupils from the College’s Faith in Action group 
over a loudspeaker system to allow these prayers to accompany 
the procession.  

On arrival at the front of the school building, where the altar had 
been positioned, the College’s choir sang devotional hymns as 
pupils gathered on the lawn.  

The benediction of the Blessed Sacrament began while the school 
community kept a silent adoration.  Readings and prayers were 
led by the Head Boy and Head Girl with further music from the 
College choir finishing off what had been a very respectful and 
reverent marking of the Feast Day.

Afterwards a BBQ was enjoyed by all pupils involved in preparation 
of the service and procession with beautiful sunny weather adding 
to the occasion.  It was considered to be a reflective and enriching 
experience for the whole school community.

College News

St. Anselm’s College

SVP & St. Anselm’s 

At St. Anselm’s College, we have a long tradition of SVP activity.  
We host the oldest school SVP Conference in England and Wales, 
founded in 1947.  We have recently started out junior society.  
As an RE teacher I took the opportunity to set up a Junior SVP 
group to work alongside and compliment the Senior group.  
Our numbers are growing and the commitment from the pupils 
is fantastic.

It was difficult to decide what our first mission should be, the pupils 
were very enthusiastic about helping but were overwhelmed and 
struggled to understand how exactly they could make a difference. 
We decided that the most pressing need in our local community 
is homelessness and so we have worked to help the homeless in 
different ways.

During Lent we collected food items, made hampers and donated 
them to the Charles Thompson Mission which provides a range of 
services to the homeless and the needy in Birkenhead.  I was very 
proud of how hard the pupils worked and their success.  Taking 
them to visit the Mission was an eye-opening experience for us all 
and really put into perspective how many people are in desperate 
need of help.  The Mission was very grateful for all our efforts and 
we are looking forward to becoming more involved with them and 
visiting again in the near future.

The members have the ‘bug’ of helping now.  Again, they found it 
difficult to decide one way to help, they want to save the world 
over-night!  Our next project is to help the homeless further by 
providing basic necessities such as sleeping bags, hats, gloves etc.  

I am looking forward to this venture and seeing the pupils shine.

Miss Brogan McKenzie-Burke
RE teacher St. Anselm`s College

IMAGE?
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St. Anselm’s College

African Adventure!

Year 13 students from St. Anselm’s College, Birkenhead, have recently returned from an Immersion retreat to Sierra Leone.  The College has 
strong links with partner projects in a country rated by the OECD as the fifth poorest in the world.

Upon arrival at Lunghi Airport outside Freetown they were immediately exposed to the heat, dust, smells and sounds of West Africa!  
The students remarked that Sierra Leone really is “another world”! They then took the three hour, at times bumpy, ride to Makeni, where their 
twin school St. Francis School is located, to stay at St. Joseph’s School for Hearing Impaired Children.  Its Principal, Sr. Mary Sweeney, is an 
Irish nun who has served in the Cluny Sister Mission there for forty years and was recently decorated by the Irish government.

In Makeni the students visited the Loreto Clinic, for which they have raised funds and provided medical equipment and heard from the 
warden Sr. Philomena about the impact of the Ebola epidemic and how aid from the College community, supported by partners in Wirral, 
enabled the clinic to provide life-saving support for local people.

One of the most inspiring and humbling experiences occurred during an impromptu visit to a primary school in Mabureh, a small village 
isolated in the bush and rarely visited by non-residents, where The Christian Brothers (Trustees of the College) have recently begun a project 
to support the local school.  The boys distributed gifts of football kits and school equipment (and Haribo sweets!) and were struck by the 
generosity and hope displayed by some of the poorest people in the world.

The Retreat finished in the capital Freetown.  The group visited the scene of the terrible 2017 mudslides which killed 1200 people, as well as 
the grave of Br. Senan Kerrigan, former Headmaster of the College, who was murdered during the Civil War in 1995.  Freetown has the hotels 
and bars that we would associate with a capital city in the developing world, as well as beautiful beaches which most of the population rarely 
have the time to enjoy.  It also has terrible poverty, slums, open sewers and chaotic traffic jams!

The boys returned home professing that they had enjoyed a life-changing opportunity and were determined to support the people of a 
wonderful country, including by relating their experiences to their fellow students and the wider College community, as well as taking these 
messages with them to university.

St. Joseph’s College

India Immersion

Written by Lauren McHugh

I do not feel that any words will ever do India or my immersion 
experience justice, because for me it has to be seen to be believed.  
The beautiful country of India has made me learn so much in such a 
short amount of time.  I now know that some of the happiest people 
you will ever meet are those with the least materially, that those who 
are without will give without a second thought and that a place that is 
so alien to you can quickly feel more like home than anywhere else in 
the world. 

Although I now see how beautiful India is in every possible way, 
prior to our trip I was conflicted.  I wondered how much change 
we would actually make and how much the sights of poverty would 
affect me.  The truth is, those sights are not easy to deal with but the 
beaming smiles of every child that you meet or spend time with, in 
some way make up for it.  What I really wasn’t expecting was how 
much more the people we met would help us, rather than the reverse.  
For as much of an impact as you make on their lives, they do double 
to yours. 

The chaos of the capital is met with a sense of community that is un-
like anything I have ever witnessed. It is overwhelming to see that in 
such conditions the way in which everyone looks out for each other 
and no one is ever left behind.  The variety of people that we worked 
with was vast, and regardless of the challenges faced; physical abuse, 
stigma because of disability, extreme poverty or living on the street, 
they gave to us a real sense of welcome and love.  

All in all, I have found a love for India, the eleven other pupils that 
I went with and every child and person we met along our journey.  
Immersion has made me realise exactly what I want to do with my 
life and what kind of a person that I want to become.  That person is 
someone who is unconditionally giving, immensely grateful for every 
opportunity I am given and constantly optimistic in the face of all 
challenges.  The true testament to how worthwhile this experience is, 
is the fact that I, and a few others, are already planning our next trip 
to New Delhi.  I cannot wait to return to India as soon as I possibly 
can and to reconnect to the soul that I discovered there. 

Striving for Excellence

St. Joseph’s College are absolutely delighted once again with their 
UCAS offers this year.

Pictured are their Y13 students who have received offers to read for 
Medicine (9) Dentistry (2) Veterinary Science (1) at University and 3 
students who have had Oxbridge offers for Medicine and Mathematics 
at Oxford and History at Cambridge. Congratulations to all and the 
best of luck in your examinations.
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St. Ambrose College

Operation Wallacea

St. Ambrose biologists are to embark on a once in lifetime 
research expedition to work in Indonesia’s rain forests and coral 
reefs as part of a turn-key conservation project.  This July when 
many teenagers will be flying off to Mediterranean beaches, 
sixteen young scientists led by Miss Drogan and Mr Allen, will fly 
over 8,000 miles to Sulawesi for a two week working expedition.  
They will be the hands and eyes of Operation Wallacea, gathering 
ecological data to be used by some of the world’s leading 
conservationists to monitor the potential deterioration of this 
isolated region’s unique flora and fauna.   Miss Drogan said: 
“Separated from other landmasses by deep ocean channels, this 
area has a high percentage of endemic species.  There are 127 
mammal species of which 62% are endemic, 700 bird species of 
which 32% are endemic and 74 species of herpetofauna of which 
38% are endemic.  Yet despite such rich and diverse conditions, 
this area remains one of the least biologically studied areas in the 
world and one of the most likely places to discover vertebrate 
species.”  

During the first week, the party will be based in the tropical 
rainforest in Buton carrying out their data collection as well as 
learning jungle survival skills.  In the second week they will focus 
on marine research, working among the coral reefs recently seen 
on David Attenborough’s Blue Planet and gaining their PADI 
open water level qualification to work underwater.

Alex Dobson pictured below on the right, who wants to study 
Medicine said: “Having watched The Blue Planet, I can’t wait to be 
working among the same coral reefs.  Like many of my 
generation, I am appalled by the disparity in resources across the 
world and how the First World continues to deprive the Third 
World.  We waste so much while they starve and I feel privileged 
to be part of an important conservation mission.”

Matthew Booth added: “This is a once in a life time 
opportunity to see the type of flora and fauna we never see in the 
United  Kingdom and I’d take this chance in favour of any 
Mediterranean beach.”  He added: “I want to study civil 
engineering and I feel this will give me a much deeper 
understanding of the measures the construction industry must 
take to preserve the environment during important capital 
projects.”

Each pupil will need to raise £2,700 to fund their own trip and led 
by one of Ambrose’s leading young fundraisers Hannan Sarwar, 
the team are already making inroads into a total cost nearing 
£50,000 to fund their work.Hannan said: “We have written to a 
range of major local  businesses detailing our work and asking 
for sponsorship, while in school and the wider community we are 
setting up stalls and providing services to raise extra money.”

Hannan, who also wants to be a doctor concluded, poignantly: 
“I have always had a deep gut instinct to help people and improve 
society.  For me this is a vital part of my education, helping me to 
see exactly what we need to do to conserve vital ecological 
domains.  In helping me to become a much more rounded  
person, I feel I will learn more than I could ever possibly give.”

St. Ambrose College ‘Advocacy week’

Homelessness sleep out with the beast from 
the east 

St. Ambrose College Sixth Formers felt the bitter blast of 
homelessness when the night they spent sleeping on the streets 
coincided with second coming of the Beast from the East.

Eleven brave young men and three staff slept rough outside the 
College in temperatures with a wind chill of minus 10 degrees 
C over Friday night into Saturday morning as a climax to the 
Hale Barns Catholic Grammar School’s Advocacy Week.

The experience left the young men vowing to volunteer more 
in Manchester’s streets and refuge centres but never to repeat 
their night outside.

Marcus Doohan, 17, from Altrincham, who wants to study 
Medicine, said: “I am never doing that again.  I was still aching 
36 hours later and didn’t feel I had recovered fully.  I just can’t 
see how so many people do that night after night after night.  
It must have a dramatic effect on their life expectancy.”

Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award winner and multi award 
winning senior venture scout Troy Wood, 16, from Timperley 
said: “Even though we had several layers and quality kit, it 
certainly made an impact on us all both physically and 
emotionally.”

Theodore Russell, 17, from Knutsford who wants to study 
Medicine, said: “It was really awful especially when I woke up 
with snow on my face, but that’s how so many people live in 
Manchester.”

Alex Dobson, also 17 from Knutsford, another wanting to read 
Medicine at university, said: “We all slept in snatches, perhaps 
an hour or two at a time and no one got more than four hours 
sleep. It certainly made me more aware of the terrible plight 
of those forced to live on the streets and I am still sore, aching 
and tired now on Monday morning.”

The sleep out was the brain child of the young men in the College’s Edmund Rice International Group, named after the founder of 
the Christian Brothers, to promote charitable causes both at home and overseas and is a key element of the faith school’s mission.

In the preceding week Vice Principal Dermot Rainey with Learning Mentor Heather Burton and Biology teacher Dr. Karine 
Rousseau had organised visits from Wythenshawe and Sale East MP Mike Kane and a number of Eritrean and Yemeni asylum 
seekers from the Christian Brothers Revive centres in Salford and Manchester to discuss one of the 
North-West’s most pressing problems.

Dermot, who was one of the staff sleeping out, said: “Many people think that once asylum status is granted that those who have 
been forced to flee troubles in their own lands are now in some sort of sanctuary, but shelter is a basic human right and we must do 
more to give them access to education, training and the work place so they be a productive part of our society…”

He added: “Then there are our own citizens who may have fallen in to homelessness through unemployment, family breakdown, 
domestic abuse and mental illness who find themselves with no choices available.”

He concluded: “This is the start and not the end of our campaign. During the week we sent a mini bus full of food and clothing to 
local food banks and we are still receiving items for a second. Then after attending a range of workshops our first-year groups will 
extend their advocacy work to environmental issues such as the use of plastic, as well as the issues of homelessness and the 
increasing dependence on food banks.”
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A later survey of the water source showed a 
volume sufficient for the needs of the school. 
This is particularly pleasing given that the 
dry season in Sierra Leone is coming to aend 
and the water table is at its lowest point.

Next, two water tanks were installed; one to 
service the latrines, and one to provide
drinking water.

In addition, a surface pump was added al-
lowing water to be pumped to existing tanks 
that had previously been filled on occasion 
by water tanker so that the latrines could
 be flushed.

Reports arrived back from the laboratory on 
17 th May saying that the water was suitable 
for consumption. Chlorine was added to the 
borehole over the weekend, meaning that the 
children now have ready access to drinking 
water at school.

After more than two years of 
fundraising, the borehole project 
at St. Ambrose Academy has now 
been successfully completed. 

On Monday 21 st May the first children 
drew drinking water from the borehole, 
much to the delight of the school 
community assembled to share the 
moment.

The project began on Tuesday 8 th May, 
with a geophysical survey of the school 
grounds. A number of sites were located 
with the highest probability of finding 
water. Drilling began later that week. The 
following day, at a depth of 25m, the first 
evidence of mud was discovered.

A layer of granite encountered at 35m 
proved a difficult obstacle, taking a whole 
day to drill through. A reservoir of water 
was finally discovered at a depth of 50m.

Reports arrived back from the laboratory 
on 17 th May saying that the water was 
suitable for consumption. Chlorine was 
added to the borehole over the weekend, 
meaning that the children now have ready 
access to drinking water at school.

Br Paul Mendy asked Mr O’Neill, to pass 
on his thanks to all those who supported 
the borehole project. 

M.J. O’Neill 
Head of Theology and Religious Education, 
St. Ambrose College, Hale Barns.

Immersion News

St. Ambrose College, sponsors a borehole project at St. Ambrose Academy 
in Freetown, Sierra Leone

The St. Ambrose Academy Project was 
designed to enhance access to a safe water 
supply and contribute to a reduction in 
water related diseases in the school. The 
borehole project has helped the school and 
the targeted beneficiaries are 400 children. 
The drilling of the borehole in the school

will reduce water related diseases in the 
school. The outcome of the project has 
helped our school children and the 
administration to reduce the amount of 
money spent on purchasing safe drinking
water on daily basis. As an administration, 
we were delighted because water is part of 
life and the students will no longer
complain of being thirsty especially on
sunny days. The completed borehole project 
will improve child well-being in Allen Town 
community and the school to achieve 
sustainable access to adequate safe water 
supply.

A message about the borehole 
and access to water from Brother 
Paul Mendy, Principal at
St. Ambrose Academy, Freetown 

In Allen Town, where St. Ambrose 
Academy is located, water is extremely 
scarce. According to data from the ward 
authorities, approximately 35 % of the local 
population use water from dams and
rivers, 10 % use boreholes and 65 % use 
shallow wells. The high evaporation rates in 
the ward coupled with the erratic rainfall 
and soils with poor water retention 
capacity makes earth pans an unreliable 
water source. Women and young children 
are at high risk of contracting water related
diseases on daily basis. In the past, cases of 
diarrhoea and typhoid have been reported 
due to use of contaminated water especially 
during the rainy season putting our school 
children and expectant mothers at high 
risk due to their low immunity.

An interview with Binta Jaloh and James J. 
Kamara students of St. Ambrose Academy

“I was happy when I saw trucks from 
Sierra Leone Drilling Company entering 
our school compound. NGOs have been 
here for 10 years but have never dug even a 
borehole but St. Ambrose College for
one year we have drilled for us a borehole. 
The completion of the borehole has helped 
me greatly and I will no longer strain for 
drinking water in the school. I guess the 
availability of the water in the school will 
improve the sanitation in the school 
especially with my fellow girls.” Binta Jalloh
“The drilling of the borehole in the school 
has helped some of us coming from poor 
homes to reduce spending on safe drinking 
water on school compound. I am sure that 
the safe drinking water will prevent me 
from water related diseases. I am grateful to 
St. Ambrose College and may God a
bundantly bless the donors.” 
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Adult Immersion – Zambia Retreat

Mrs Heather Burton and Mr Alex Evans  from St. Ambrose College this year 
participated in the Easter Retreat to Zambia

Zambia Immersion 2018

After a long and tiring journey, the first thing you notice is that 
life is definitely different in Zambia.  There is a quiet calm about 
everyone in the airport and there certainly isn’t any rushing to get 
on with the day.  On leaving the airport and embarking on the 
first car journey of the immersion, you will be surprised about 
how everything looks.  The ISC is only 10 minutes from the 
airport and on the journey, you pass two shopping malls, 
complete with fast food restaurants and 7D cinemas.  
This certainly isn’t what we were expecting!  The ISC itself is an 
oasis of calm, turn off the road and through the gates and you are 
immediately made to feel like this is your home from home. 

The immersion starts with a reflection and is pretty full on from 
the very beginning. A tour of Lusaka soon shows huge levels of 
inequality – one moment you can be driving along a tarmac road 
lined with shopping malls and the next you are on a flooded, 
sand road lined with shacks that double as shops.  The volume 
of people walking around is actually a little overwhelming, there 
are more pedestrians than cars!  There are also several people sat 
outside each shop and men completing metal work each street 
corner, there isn’t any health and safety here. 

During the first week we quickly realised there is a lot more to 
Zambia than meets the eye.  We met with Angela Malik, who 
started out working in the home-based care centre based in 
Ngombe compound and saw a need for children to be educated.  
So, she built a pre-school for children from the compound which 
has now progressed to a second school and an orphanage for boys 
and girls.  She is a down to earth, sensible woman who sees an 
issue and comes up with a way of solving it – truly inspiring.  

Within the compound, we also visited the homes of those who are 
suffering from HIV/AIDS and saw the amazing work a team of 
full time volunteers do in making their lives a little easier.  
The issue of HIV/AIDS in Zambia is far bigger than you realise, 
but things do seem to be getting slightly better.  With new 
Government initiatives, they are making some progress in 
tackling it, including ensuring people have free access to the right 
treatment for it, but of course we soon learned it isn’t always as 
simple as just giving people a drug. 

We also visited other schools in the area, including one based at 
the ISC that was built for children in the compound next door, 
and a school for severely disabled students run by one of the 
Sisters based in Zambia.  The work people do really does make 
you stop and think about how good we have it back in England 
and how selfless many of the people you meet are. 

As well as looking at schools, we visited a hospice and an 
orphanage for girls.

Both of these places were filled with love and we actually left them 
feeling very positive that even in people’s darkest hours they know 
they have people around them that care.  In the hospice we met 
men and women suffering from HIV/AIDS and TB (alongside 
other things) and because it was a nice day they were all outside 
enjoying some sun.  This was so lovely to see.  As we headed 
towards the children’s section we were mobbed by toddlers 
desperate to be picked up and shown attention.  They hurtled 
themselves at us and we all ended up with one in each arm and 
several more trailing behind.  In the baby unit there are tiny 
babies, some belong to parents who are currently in the hospice 
and a team of dedicated sisters make sure they are well cared for 
and want for nothing.  At the orphanage, we met girls who are 
“double orphans” and they put on a show for us- even singing the 
Irish national anthem for one of the other participants.  

We painted nails and played with bubbles and as we were leaving 
one little girl was crying she so wanted us to stay.  There are five 
houses of ten girls at the orphanage and each has a house mother 
– a lady so selfless she is willing to give up her normal life to care 
for ten children.  Again, truly inspiring and this really makes you 
stop and think about how easy we seem to have it at home.

At Pakachelli, a school owned by Angela Malik, a teacher told us 
that our visits were so special because it made them realise that 
people are interested in them, know they exist and actually care 
about their wellbeing.  This is something that will stay with us 
forever because you feel like it is only you that gets anything out 
of it, to realise that the people you meet find such joy in your visit 
makes you feel incredibly humbled.

One task that showed just how different life is was “Market to 
Mall”, without giving too much away this was a real eye opener.  
Having to catch the bus to town was such an experience, there’s 
no such thing as a bus route in Lusaka.  We spoke with people on 
the bus who were so interested to learn about our lives, and in 
turn tell us all about their jobs and homes.  One man in particular 
was telling us how he had only recently got a job and although 
it was hard, he was just so grateful to be working.  Later in the 
conversation, he actually admitted he was homeless, but said 
that doesn’t really mind so much because the Government have 
recently built better roads, so it is no longer quite so dangerous.  
His positivity in the face of all his struggles was amazing; to speak 
to him you would never know he had so little, giving weight to the 
phrase “money can’t buy happiness”, never was it more apparent 
than at that moment.

At the end of the immersion we were lucky enough to also visit 
Livingstone to go on a game drive and visit Victoria Falls – both 
amazing experiences not to be missed but that also made us see 
that you could so easily visit Zambia and have no idea about any 
of the issues faced there.

At the end of the immersion we were lucky enough to also visit 
Livingstone to go on a game drive and visit Victoria Falls – 
both amazing experiences not to be missed but that also made us 
see that you could so easily visit Zambia and have no idea about 
any of the issues faced there.  This area of Zambia is particularly 
beautiful and the wildlife you get to see makes you never want to 
visit a zoo again.  This end to the immersion was a real treat and 
just gave even more reasons to love the country.

When leaving day arrived, we were absolutely gutted.  We truly 
felt like we had gained a second home, and a second family.  
Senan and Sue who ran the immersion this year are two of the 
nicest people you could ever meet and do everything they can to 
make your experience a positive one.  

With their guidance we were able to see things and meet people 
we would never have otherwise had the chance to, and the time

they spent helping us to reflect on all of our experiences made the 
impact of what we had seen and done crystal clear.  They were 
supportive and kind throughout and they will be friends for life.

The Zambia immersion is a great introduction to the “real Africa” 
and without even realising it, a part of your heart will be opened 
up to things you never thought possible.  

On returning, small things will remind you of your time there, 
small things that you wouldn’t have ever even noticed before, 
things that you have always taken for granted as being part of 
your daily life.  Your life will never be the same again – it might 
not be a huge life change, but it will always be there, you return a 
different person, a person who can face challenges and 
demonstrate empathy, a person who has seen what it is to struggle.  

You will always hold Africa in your heart.
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St. Joseph’s Stoke were introduced to 
people in India who were marginalised 
because they were deaf, or who were 
orphaned or who were victims of violence 
because they were women.  Yet in all of these 
encounters the students met people who had 
risen above their hurt and anger and learned 
to love again, they learned that handicap was 
no barrier to communication.  They had a 
sense of peace that organisations existed to 
help these groups but a sense of anger that 
these organisations were necessary in the 
first place. By their presence the students 
gave hope to the women who were victims of 
domestic violence that it was possible to be 
a beautiful, intelligent well-educated young 
woman and not have to suffer because of it.

St. Anselm’s used photos to capture key 
moments in their immersion experience.  
Among the key learnings was the realisation 
that they should and could do something 
about the situations they encountered.  
Other photos showed the happiness in the 
faces of children because some group had 
come to visit them and take their photos.  
Yet another gave an insight into what could 
only be described as a primitive classroom 
enjoying nothing more than some benches 
and blackboards that were well beyond their 
use-by date.  Yet those who attended were 
the ones whose family could afford a school 
uniform!  With this came the realisation for 
the presenter of just how privileged his life 
actually was.

The whole experience was, perhaps, best 
summed up in the following way by one of 
the group: “They are a very civilized people 
and they love each other.  They have massive 
potential.  All it takes from us is to give them 
the possibility of realising that potential.

Students didn’t see disability or handicap but 
ability and potential.

Post-Immersion meeting, 
St. Anselm’s Birkenhead, Saturday 
10th March 2018

Present: Students from St. Anselm’s, 
St. Joseph’s Stoke, St. Ambrose.

Tom opened the gathering with the theme 
of Act Justly, Love tenderly and Walk 
humbly with your God.  He then suggested 
that the Immersion experience actually 
reversed the order in that the first thing 
students had to do was Walk humbly, then 
Love tenderly and now that they were 
home and back in their everyday 
environment to Act Justly. 

A recent photo of a young four year old boy 
found wandering alone in the desert was 
displayed.  Tom posed the question: How 
does it feel to be on your own with no 
direction home?   Like a complete 
unknown?  Like a rolling stone?

Next, the song by Pink Floyd, On 
Turning Away, reminded the gathering 
“Don’t accept that what’s happening is just 
a case of others suffering, or you’ll find that 
you’re joining in the turning away.”  There 
can be “no more turning away from the 
weak and the lonely.” 

Roisin then invited each group to make 
their presentation. Inter alia the following 
emerged during the presentations:

The visit of St. Ambrose students 
brought a sense HOPE and NORMALITY 
to a people so recently devastated by the 
deadly Ebola virus.  It gave the Immersion 
students a greater appreciation and 
connectedness with the people of Sierra 
Leone.  It confirmed that their efforts at 
home to support St. Ambrose Freetown 
was making a real difference.

In summary, recurring theme in the 
different presentations were:

Walk humbly – students at the start of their 
immersion might have seen themselves as 
the benefactors of the communities and 
groups that they spent time with.  

However, they realised in each and every 
case that in fact they were as much 
beneficiaries as they were benefactors.  
Gradually, it became obvious that the 
students were being changed and enriched 
by the people they went out to enrich.  
This sense was captured well by one 
student when he said: “It would have been 
great if we could have given even half as 
much as we received.”

Seeing with new eyes:  Students began 
to realise that their eyes were being open.  
Where initially they were seeing disability 
they began to see ability, where they e
xpected to encounter handicap, they in fact 
encountered potential, where they expected 
to be depressed they in fact were uplifted 
and gifted.

Amazement – How often the different 
presenters used the word amazed!  They 
were amazed at the resilience of the people, 
they were amazed at the happiness on 
peoples’ faces, they were amazed at their 
faith, their love for one another, their 
leadership and their willingness to share 
whatever they received.  

On the other hand, they were amazed 
too at the devastation caused by natural 
disasters, at the awful living conditions of 
people, at the pollution we in the western 
world have caused that is devastating the 
environment and the livelihood of people 
thousands of miles away from us.

What should we do? What can we do? 
– this was another theme which surfaced in 
the different groups.  No longer happy just 
to be amazed, the presenters realised that 
now they were changed by their 
experience, now they could no longer say 
“we did not know”, now they owed it to 
those who welcomed them into their world 
to come home and be the difference they 
wanted to see in the world – the world at 
their 
doorstep as well as the world in Africa 
and India.

Observations by Br. Martin O’Flaherty.

Joint Retreat

St. Anselm’s join the St. Joseph’s Encounter program

At the end of January, I set of with 33 other Year 12 students to 
the Hayes Centre in Derby for the ‘Encounter Retreat’.  We weren’t 
really told a lot about this experience we were just told that we 
needed to trust the road and be open to the experience.  We knew 
that ‘Encounter’ had begun with the Christian Brothers in Ireland 
and we were also told to bring a piece of cloth that resembled 
something significant and important to us and our life’s tapestry- 
it was all very ambiguous.  

When we arrived, we were greeted by 7 Year 13 students who 
would then go on to lead our retreat.  We were also joined by 
St Anslem’s, there were four boys and Mr Hale- it was amazing 
to get to know and spend time with another Christian Brothers 
school.  I can honestly say this was the best experience of my life.

The Year 13s who lead the retreat were amazing, they were 
confident, sensitive and brave and each took it in turn to tell 
their story. The small groups we shared were amazing-and we 
have become so close to each other and so close to the boys from 
St Anslem’s, we have already been to visit them once on the 
Wirral.  Encounter really is ineffable, it has touched my inner 
being and literally changed my life for the better, I am more open 
now and have realised that I am not alone on my joinery, I have 
come away with an entire group of friends.  I will take this 
amazing experience with me throughout my life and I am really 
hoping I get the chance to be a leader next year.  Thank you so 
much for the opportunity. 

Year 12 student- St Joseph’s College
  

God Calls. Brother David Ryan recommends this new app.
I recommend a new app called ‘God Calls’. It’s a really good 
app that can be used by anybody.  It is an aid and way of 
getting people to reflect on life with a good variety of 
suggestions.

The Christian Brothers first Mission place gets a 
Blue Plaque.

Brothers & Associates of the Network were invited to attend 
the blessing of a blue plaque commemorating the first C.B. 
Mission outside Ireland in 1825. This was when Blessed 
Edmund Rice sent his first Brothers abroad to St. Wilfrid’s 
Catholic School, Fox Street, Preston PR1 2AB. The Jesuit 
Congregation invited the Brothers to conduct the school 
which later extended to a novitiate for training young men 
to become Brothers. In 8 years they produced 79 novices 
of whom nearly half were English or Scottish. Br. Ignatius 
Barry was the novice master and he is buried in Preston 
cemetery, PR1 4SY. A young novice, Br. Dominic Hennessy 
is buried there also after tragically 
drowning in the River Ribble. 
Their remains along with the 
parishioners of St. Augustine’s 
(1837 to 1866) in Austin 
Square were transferred in 
2002 and the parish was 
amalgamated in 2015 into 
St. John XXIII parish.

Although the Brothers were
 withdrawn to Ireland by 1880, they were invited back by 
the bishops in 1885 to form an educated lay leadership in 
England. This they accomplished over the following century 
until a dearth of vocations led to a handing over the schools 
to dedicated lay men and women. 

The Brothers have focussed in recent times on areas such as 
African missions, apostolates among the marginalised and 
contributing to advocacy of justice and peace through the 
Edmund Rice Network and the Schools and Youth Offices 
in Woodeaves. 

We in the Network hope that this plaque commemorating 
the start of the mission will be a worthy memorial of the 
great apostolic work of almost 200 years and an inspiration 
for the different, but no less important, work of the future.
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Alumni Association for English schools 
‘Edmund Rice PLUS’ is launched   
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Edmund Rice
Plus

New Education Secretary, Damian Hinds, an old 
boy of St. Ambrose College, sends his greetings

“I am delighted to be appointed Education Secretary. I have 
long had an interest in both education and social mobility, 
following my earlier roles as a member of the Education Select 
Committee and as Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
for Social Mobility.

“There are undoubted challenges ahead, but ensuring we have 
a resilient and dynamic education system that enables people 
to realise their ambitions and full potential is a priority for this 
Government.  This is particularly important as we look ahead 
to support our long term economic growth, as we must 
continue to equip people with the knowledge and skills that 
make the most of their talents and prospects.

“I look back fondly at my time at St. Ambrose College and am 
indeed grateful for the education I received there, and I would 
like to wish every future success to the current cohort of 
students, parents and staff at the school.”

Thank you 
Damian
Damian Hinds
MP for East Hampshire
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Reminder 

– Edmund Rice Charism awards for Leadership 
in the Network.

Up to 4 nominations to come from Heads for staff who have 
excelled in the promotion of Edmund’s charism. Awards 
to be given out at the liturgy prior to our Summer Garden 
Party. Other adults in the Network can also be nominated.

Students’ Charism Award. Schools, please let us know who 
the award is given to at your Prize Day and send us their 
details as Br Edmund Garvey, the Province Leader will be 
writing to them.  

We would like a photo for our next edition too!

Some downloadable resources for schools and other users on our website:

• Edmund Rice Icon activity book suitable for primary and KS 3 pupils.
• Pre-school resources – simplified Edmund Rice presentation, simplified prayer, fun and interactive activities. 
• A ‘Nursery Box’ of resources including a chunky jigsaw is available to your school, phone Ann for more details.
• KS 5 Advocacy Learning Modules both teachers and student worksheets.
• Modules 1 – 3 of Being part of the Network for primary, Year 7 and Year 12 students.
• A downloadable certificate for all work completed

New Resources
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Edmund Rice Office, Woodeaves, Wicker Lane
Hale Barns, Altrincham, Cheshire WA15 0HF
Phone: 0161 904 0786 Fax: 0161 904 9882

Roisin Maguire  Email: director.ero@gmail.com
Thomas Murray  Email: thomasmurray.ero@gmail.com
Ann Nichols  Email: annnichols.ero@gmail.com

What

Preps Joint Inset Day

New Staff/ Governors Induction

Heads & Chairs Conference 

Walking In The Footsteps (Prep Staff)

Network Gathering

Advocacy Week

Schools Domestic Immersion

Er Schools Debating Competition

Eri Staff Advocacy Workshop

When

3rd Sept

28th Sept

11th - 12th Oct

20th January

18th Oct. 7-9pm

Wk Beg 29th Oct

29th-30th Nov. Tbc

4th Dec. 6pm

5th Dec

Where

St. Ambrose Prep

Woodeaves

Dublin

Waterford, Callan

Woodeaves

Belfast

Cork

St. Ambrose

Woodeaves

EDMUND RICE NETWORK: 
EVENTS CALENDAR FOR SCHOOLS 2018-19

Useful dates for School Staff

Stay upto date with the latest network news and events on our website 
www.edmundriceengland.org

or follow us on our social pages 
Facebook Edmund Rice England | Twitter @edmundrice_eng | Instagram @edmundriceengland


