
Module 6

Eco-Justice



    Learning Outcomes

1.  Reflect on the need to care for our earth 

2. Consider possible ways of ensuring a 
     sustainable future for the planet 

3. Become familiar with the Earth Charter

   Contextualisation

Eco-justice is defined as “a form of justice that considers the rights of 
organisms and the natural environment in addition to those of human beings”.

“A concern for social justice cannot be divorced from a concern for 
ecological justice. Environmental and justice issues are intertwined in 
how humans are called to relate to God’s creation” 
Edmund Rice Schools Trust Charter

Social justice and ecojustice are connected within the Catholic 
understanding of justice and within Edmund Rice International’s goals and 
operations. Edmund Rice International promotes care for the Earth, especially 
in terms of advocacy and sustainability.

There is no justice for humanity if the earth is excluded from action for justice. 
Earth rights and human rights are inextricably linked - environmental rights 
mean access to the unspoiled natural resources that enable survival, including 
land, shelter, food, water and air.



Eco-justice can appear an abstract topic that is difficult to identify with. 

Here is an interesting reflective process explaining our relationship with the 
universe story. Look at this amazing image of the tiny blue dot of Earth from 
the far side of Saturn. 

How does it make you feel? 

The image of Earth from Saturn emphasises the amazing abilities of humans; 
that we were able to send a tiny probe millions of miles away, make it turn 
round to face us, and capture that amazing image. 

Whilst we may initially feel insignificant and small when looking at this, 
actually it reminds us of both our place in creation and also the significant 
power we have to discover, understand and even change our universe.

Write definitions for the following key terms
Ecology

Ecocide

Earth Rights



  Stimulus

Watch the following film. It explains the relationship between people, the 
environment we live in, care for the Earth and human rights. It is based on a 
Peruvian legend, ‘Grandmother Cricket’, who sings to bring rain.

Click to play youtube.com/watch?v=AXz4XPuB_BM

Group discussion: 

Identify some key moments from the film. How do they explain our 
relationship with the environment and the link between human rights and 
earth rights?

The Earth Charter
 
The Earth Charter provides a very clear path and guide for thinking about right 
relationships with the earth and with the community of all beings. Children 
who die of water-borne diseases or malnutrition are often the primary victims 
of environmental aggression and neglect. So our thinking and acting justly 
must include care for the earth and God’s creation.

The Earth Charter was created by the independent Earth Charter Commission, 
which was convened as a follow-up to the 1992 Earth Summit in order to 
produce a global consensus statement of values and principles for a 
sustainable future. The document was developed over nearly a decade 
through an extensive process of international consultation, to which over five 
thousand people contributed. The Charter has been formally endorsed by 
thousands of organizations, including UNESCO and the IUCN (World 
Conservation Union).

Earth Charter Principles

I. RESPECT AND CARE FOR THE COMMUNITY OF LIFE
II. ECOLOGICAL INTEGRITY
III. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE
IV. DEMOCRACY, NONVIOLENCE, AND PEACE



   Group Discussion
• Which Human Rights can be linked to eco-justice?

   Reflection & Engagement

     Average eco-footprint 
    = 2.7 hectares, but there are only
     2.1 hectares per person available. So, we 
   have already overshot our bio-capacity 
                                by 30%!

   It now takes the Earth 18 months to 
    regenerate what we use in a year
              - if we continue like this, we will 
                                need the equivalent of three 
                                              Earths by 2030

       Link www.footprint
      network.org/our-work/
                                        earth-overshoot-day/

    We can calculate our own 
    global Eco Footprint. Let’s 
         see how we score!

     Link ecocamp.us/
                                                 eco-footprint-
                                                   calculator



          Task

• Identify areas where your school could reduce its eco-footprint. 
• Create a school Eco Charter with direct reference to the Earth Charter, 
  which lists 10 achievable goals applicable to everybody in your school or 
  ministry. Have this Charter approved and adopted as school policy.


