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WELCOME

Welcome to Update 1 of the Inaugural 
Edmund Rice International Leadership 

Symposium, being held in Lima Peru. This 
is an initiative of Edmund Rice Education 
Beyond Borders in collaboration with the 

Congregation of the Christian Brothers.

Over forty Educational and Ministry Leaders 
from across the world have gathered to 

explore mission, theology, leadership, 
spirituality and leading  the Edmund Rice 

movement.
We are being expertly led by our symposium 
facilitators, Ray Paxton (National Director-
Edmund Rice Education Australia), Aiveen 
Mullally (Lecturer – Marino Institute of 
Education) and Br Hugo Caceres (Regional 
Leader- Christian Brothers).
We are joined in spirit by our colleagues from 
Liberia and Kenya who have struggled to gain 
visas for the Symposium. This is a reminder 
to us all of the difficulties that some in our 
community face as our world puts up walls, 
rather than building bridges.

We gathered in San Jose de Cluny and 
Br Hugo led us in a beautiful prayer and 

ritual.

We recognised that our collective years of 
engagement with the Christian Brothers 
and the Edmund Rice movement number 

1260 years… an incredible wealth of 
experience and wisdom.

GATHERING

We were invited by our facilitators into 
developing a “Vision for Leadership”, a 
collective resource that will be shared 
amongst the Edmund Rice Movement.

We enjoyed attaching technology to 
our ears with professional interpreters 
assisting both with Spanish and English 
throughout and began each morning 
learning the local language.



Foundations for a Spirituality of Mission

In his first presentation, Wayne Tinsey 
explored historical and contemporary 

images of Church and Christian mission. 
He stressed key teachings from the 

Second Vatican Council which radically 
changes how we can see mission 

and evangelisation. He concluded by 
proposing a spirituality of mission which 

embraces the loving, inclusive and 
compassionate face of God.

In his second presentation, Wayne Tinsey 
explored the Theology of Liberation, 
particularly the contribution of Gustavo 
Guttierez and echoed Pope Francis’ call for 
a church of and for the poor. Wayne argued 
that it is impossible to imagine mission in the 
traditions of Jesus and Edmund Rice without 
a strong option for the poor and those at the 
margins.

In his third presentation, Wayne Tinsey 
argued that inclusion was at the heart of 

Jesus’ ministry and vision for the Reign 
of God. He shared stories of inclusion 

and exclusion and implored participants 
to see through the eyes of an inclusive 

Gospel and keep inclusion at the forefront 
of our vision for Edmund Rice ministry.

Fr Gustavo Guttierez, the father of Liberation 
Theology and a living treasure of our church, 
graced the gathering with his teachings 
on the primacy of a preferential option for 
the poor in Christian ministry, a generous 
vision of who is our neighbour and service 
to others as authentic worship of God. He 
spoke of the poor and excluded; the non-
persons of our world. For an hour and a half, 
the group was thrilled and challenged by this 
humble 92 year old legend of the church and 
champion of the poor.

Towards a Church of the Poor

A Church of and for the Poor

A Living Treasure: Engaging with One of the World’s Greatest Theologians




