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“The time has truly come to dream as a single human family” 
Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti
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I think that you are going to really enjoy this issue, 
I hope that you do! 

There is a wealth of amazing work and events 
happening across our Network that demonstrate our 
resilience in finding new ways of being, working and 
collaborating.   

Some of the highlights for me this term have been; our online 
induction sessions with Year 7 pupils as well as our new staff 
and governor formation, planning and delivering a Leadership 
Symposium on Charism with the Religious Orders in Education 
Charism Development Committee and implementing the new 
Leadership Certificate course with Sixth Form groups. 

Editor’s Foreward

Virtual learning has very much leant itself to these events, 
making involvement easier for participants in terms of timing and 
location and we have enjoyed rising to the challenges it has posed; 
we have had to be creative in the presentation and distribution of 
our materials and resources.  

We have collated excellent video materials, used and populated 
learning platforms and honed our Network documentation. 

A ‘can-do’ attitude is flourishing in our schools, communities 
and in our team. Finding opportunities to connect has also 
expanded much more in terms of our English schools getting 
access to the global Edmund Rice community; our Connecting 
Classrooms project between South Africa, India and England, 
Student Leadership groups connecting with pupils from America, 
our Youth Ambassadors taking part in global workshops each 
weekend. The world is certainly smaller thanks to Zoom.

I have been impressed by the commitment of our students 
to the global issues that transcend these COVID times; their 
determination to make a positive change in terms of the ruination 
of our planet was clearly demonstrated when two of our senior 
schools participated in a UK-wide virtual Climate Crisis 
Conference. 

I was also moved by students’ impassioned dialogue against racial 
injustices during a cross-Atlantic digital debate. 

‘Where to now, Edmund’? was a question posed at a recent 
webinar I attended. Despite the multitudinous problems our 
group identified outside our windows, whether in India, South 
America or in the UK, we responded as you see the response 
in this issue; that we go forward with Faith, we adopt a positive 
attitude and we continue to do the small acts for good in 
the world. 

We are ‘Fratelli Tutti’; dreaming as one human family means our 
small actions, compounded over many times and in many places 
can make a huge impact.  

When we keep our faith close, the Lord will be is with us 
every step of the way throughout our life, but especially 
when we need Him most.

With warmest wishes.

Ann Nichols, Network Facilitator

“Your tier is not your 
destiny”
To quote Charles Dickens’ ‘A Tale of Two Cities’:

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of 
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, 
it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was 
the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the 
winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing 
before us.”

When 2020 started and we began to hear stories of a new, strange 
virus in a place far away, few could have imagined what our lives 
would become. 

We have lived and are living through a rollercoaster of emotions.  
Whilst this moment is shared, our experiences and feelings are 
very personal. Some have been ‘imprisoned’ with no visitors and 
almost condemned to solitary confinement, many families have 
been touched directly and lost loved ones, many have continued 
to work on the front line daily facing the possibility of contracting 
the virus and school staff have dealt with the stress and despair of 
government guidelines continually changing, whilst looking after 
the academic and mental welfare of all their students.

Decisions have been made and are being made which we can’t 
influence; we can have a sense of powerlessness. The pause button 
has been pushed. We have been forced to stop the lives we had; 
we have been forced to live in the now.

Director’s Foreword 

In the midst of all the pain, worry, negativity and anxiety we 
have been forced to adopt a simpler life, to rediscover ‘standing 
still’, looking around with a heightened sense of living in 
the present.

To quote Dumbledore in ‘The Prisoner of Azkaban’:
 
“Happiness can be found, even in the darkest of times, if one 
only remembers to turn on the light.” 

Skies have been quieter, air has been cleaner, streets have been 
calmer, neighbours have talked to each other more - even from 
a distance, birdsong has been more joyful, pleasures have been 
simpler but at an appalling cost.  

There have been many ‘unexpected positives’; we have had the 
opportunity to have more contact, remotely, with the pupils 
and staff in our schools; we have been able to connect with the 
Edmund Rice family across the world; we have been able to form 
links between people that will last beyond this present reality.

The dilemma now is what have we found through this time, 
that we will take with us into the future and what do we leave 
behind when this is over? 

We have been given so many gifts, in this time. But we remember 
the loved ones that have been taken from us, our elderly relatives 
who we haven’t been able to sit and have a cup of tea with, our 
family members who we haven’t seen or been able to hug; what 
joy we will feel when we can be together again. 

I recently read this quotation, 

“I have discovered that less is less but less is enough and 
more is unnecessary.” 

Perhaps this is a good motto for us all as we navigate our way 
through this new world. 

We wish you peace this Christmas as we celebrate in a very 
different world. 

Princess Leia – Star Wars:
“Hope is like the sun. If you only believe in it when you can see it, 
you’ll never make it through the night.” 

May the light of Christ be with you and all your families during 
this blessed season, to bring you hope. 

Roisin Maguire
Director of the English Schools Office

Where to now, Edmund? 
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A Message from European Province Leader 
Br Edmund Garvey  

 

Edmund Rice Office
Events  

 

Connection Compassion 
Presence
Few will disagree that we are living in interesting, challenging 
and ever-changing times. We had not imagined these 
circumstances in our lifetime. 

They are not without suffering, and for many they are times of 
significant learning about ourselves, our world, and our 
capacities to adapt and change. 

The deepest desire and passion of Jesus was that we would live life 
and live it to the full. This is the challenge of these times. It is right 
that we acknowledge the work and service of so many people who 
have made heroic efforts so that all of us can continue with our 
lives in safety and good health.

As a Province Leadership Team, and those of us who serve as 
Trustees in England, we have been reflecting on the many people 
who have gone the extra mile for the sake of others. All of us, as 
former teachers, have been inspired by what has been achieved by 
our current school leadership and staff for the sake of the children 
and students and their education. 

It has also been very telling to listen to so many children 
speaking in various media outlets of their hopes and desires for 
the continuance of school and education even in these 
pandemic times. 

We are in a time and a generation which calls us to live with 
thankfulness. Possibly one of the wonderful experiences of these 
times has been the way in which people have reached out and 
made connections with others. Through the Edmund Rice 
Network in England, we have been aware how these 
connections reached within and beyond national boundaries. 
Such connections have shown a response to the prayer of Jesus, 
“that they may be one,” and have brought us to a deeper 
realisation that all is one.

We are living in changed times. We are invited, almost in spite of 
ourselves, to reflect on the gift and the meaning of life and exist-
ence. These times invite us to think not just of the human race, 
but of the totality of the gift of life. Not only must we care for one 
another, but we must care for our planet - in the words of Pope 
Francis, “our common home” - and for all created life around us. 
Surely when we find life-enhancing ways to live harmoniously 
and in partnership with all living creatures, we will have begun a 
new journey and a new adventure which is already creating a new 
consciousness within us.

Let us hope that this new consciousness will be a 
God-consciousness in us and among us. It will be if we do not 
confine God to small imaginations and ungodlike thoughts of 
who and what God is. If anything is to be learned from the 
current crisis, it must surely be that we are not ultimately in 
control. We belong to a more wonderful mystery of life that is 
larger, more loving, more wonderful than we can ever imagine.

As we approach the Season of Advent in preparation for the 
celebration of Christ at Christmas, let us continue to connect with 
and pray for each other. This will be the way in which Presence 
will become more than printed words and pictures on a page. 

Having said that, I am truly grateful to all at the Edmund Rice 
Office for their wonderful dedication, inspiration and leadership 
in the hope and vision of Blessed Edmund Rice. 

Let us all be people of connection, compassion and presence!

I wish all the readers of Presence a joyful and life-giving 
Christmas and a New Year of hope in the blessings of God.

New Staff Induction Goes Virtual
In July, and again in September, we have taken our induction 
programme for new staff and governors in our schools online.

We are discovering, in our new way of working, that there are 
substantial advantages in running our office events as virtual 
webinar-style sessions. Of course, for schools that have been very 
pressured of late in terms of curriculum time and absenteeism, 
a virtual event is much easier for staff to attend with just a couple 
of hours missing from a school day rather than a full day out of 
school spent with the team and 
speakers at ‘Woodeaves’. We have 
found the training to be very 
effective, although nothing can 
really replace the face-to-face 
Induction Day experience of 
getting to know staff from other 
schools, sharing activities and 
experiences and also our nice 
lunch out at the local hostelry!

We had over 20 participants at 
both the summer and autumn 
programmes and excellent 
feedback. We covered; Edmund’s 
life and legacy, held discussions on the Eight Essentials, 6 explored 
network opportunities and had Brother Ger O’Connell and Brother 
Francis Hall as our live guests. Staff also heard, via pre-recorded 
‘talking heads’ videos from a diverse range of network members 
from around the world who spoke to them about their role and 
the Charism. We interspersed the two sessions with an evening 
Wellness Workshop that was kindly hosted by Aiveen Mulally from 
Marino. The feedback was excellent - staff felt “inspired” and said 
it was “a brilliant insight into the Network”. We were pleased with 
how smoothly it ran and how great the response was. We will be 
continuing our online induction next year, with our next programme 
running on Wednesday 20th - Thursday 21st of January 2021. We 
have developed a comprehensive resource folder for new staff that 
accompanies our online training and indicates to them some areas 
for prior and post research into the Edmund Rice movement.

Ann Nichols

Feedback: 

Looking at the icon was a great way to introduce 
aspects of Edmund’s life, plus when I look at his 
icon, I will definitely feel closer to him!

I loved the wellness session with Aiveen. I’m 
going to be using EFT from now on. I definitely 
can be ‘highly-strung’ and appreciate things like 
this as I often feel overwhelmed!

It is so important to know the background and 
history of our schools and interesting too. It’s like 
knowing your own family tree!

I really enjoyed listening to the experiences of 
Brother Ger. I will definitely embed his philosophy 
on life in my heart!

Br Ger has definitely motivated me to be more 
proactive and step out of my comfort zone!

I found out a lot about the opportunities available 
to me, which I didn’t know before beginning the 
Induction.

I loved getting to know the network better 
especially from around the world.

I was very interested in the network opportunities 
and it is good to know that I can access these 
special resources.

By joining an Edmund Rice school, you become part of the Edmund Rice family.
We are a movement of schools, colleges, outreach centres, Brothers communities,

NGOs and social justice organisations, inspired by Blessed Edmund’s story and committed to 
continuing to celebrate his charism in a contemporary context. 

You are blessed to have the support of this network which stretches all over the globe;
it is a network of opportunity, support and friendship committed to God, each other,

a transformational education and compassion for those in need. 

Welcome to The Edmund Rice

Global Network
We educate

over 200,000 students in 30 countries

Opportunities
What would you like to get involved in and know more about from the opportunities mentioned 
to you at the induction?

How do you see yourself and your students connecting with other schools and the 
global Network?

EREBB

Edmund Rice Education Beyond Borders is the 
organisation that links all of the Edmund Rice schools 
together. 

It is a body that commits to developing the identity of our 
shared ethos, that works to support quality and transformational 
education, strives to make peace, justice and human rights a 
global reality, provides opportunities for formation, uses 
technologies to connect, gather and journey together and inspires 
communities to undertake our global vision.

#erebb

www.erebb.org 

You are one of Edmund’s people. 
Edmund Rice reached out to those who lived in poverty and injustice. 

· What are you called to be? 
· What will you do?

“Have courage, the good seed will grow up in the children’s hearts later on”.

/edmundrice_eng /edmundrice.england.3 /edmundriceengland
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www.edmundriceengland.org
The Edmund Rice England

Network    

www.erebb.org   
Edmund Rice Education Beyond Borders 

the organisation that links all of our
schools together 
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www.edmundrice.net
The global movement 

Participants were asked to sum up in one word how they 
felt about the Edmund Rice Network after attending 
this induction. Some of their responses:

• Welcomed
• Energised
• Special

Grant me the 
courage and 
compassion of 
Edmund as I 
seek to live a 
life of love and 
service.
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Edmund Rice Office
Year 7 Induction  

 

Edmund Rice Office
Year 7 Induction   
 

“Seventh Heaven Goes Online”

Determined that the pandemic would not stop our valued 
induction sessions with all our Year 7 pupils, the Edmund Rice 
Office team put together a revised programme that can be
delivered in an hour and invited our schools to sign up their 
Year 7 classes.

Again, we gained from the benefit of Zoom! We were able to work 
with smaller groups (classes rather than the whole year groups 
as we would usually see in September). Working with a group 
of 20 or 30 pupils allowed more active participation from all 
pupils whereas, in a hall full of students, inevitably some can be 
marginalised. These class sessions, we felt, gave opportunity for 
deeper learning to happen due to the resources we developed and
sent into schools beforehand. 

Our induction folders encourage students to have completed 
prior learning and also have scope for continued further study 
about the international schools’ network and our shared charism.

We were delighted with the knowledge all our Year 7s had about 
Edmund’s life. They engaged really well and enthusiastically, 
coming up with insightful contributions to the sessions. 

Studying the icon, students recounted the key elements in 
Edmund’s journey towards founding the Christian Brothers 
and setting up schools as a means of combatting poverty and social 
injustice. 

Hearing from many of our international Edmund Rice schools via 
video allowed our new secondary pupils to see and hear from their 
friends in South America, Australia, Ireland and Africa. It showed 
them the breadth and international nature of the Edmund Rice 
movement. Our challenge to students was to take a pledge, as one 
of Edmund’s people to take their own actions in order to change 
the world for the better. 

We look forward to catching up with them to hear 
how their pledges have been realised over the coming 
months and years of their lives in an Edmund 
Rice school.

Ann Nichols

A teacher shared with us:

“The Year 7 lessons were brilliant. Thank you so 
much for thinking outside the box and finding a 
new way to deliver this crucial resource to our 
Year 7s. We are so glad they didn’t miss out of 
this induction due to COVID. The lessons that I 
sat in, the students really enjoyed the ER zooms, 
they felt they were interactive, engaging, fun, 
resourceful and taught them something new 
about Edmund Rice. They especially enjoyed 
looking at the icon and writing a pledge, which 
is lovely.”

You are part of the Edmund Rice family. 
You are blessed to have the support of this network which stretches all over the 

globe and which will continue to be with you long after you have finished school. 

Our meeting today will help you to understand both the history and the present day 
impact of the network and where you fit into our global community.  

Welcome to The Edmund Rice Schools

Global Family
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You are joining
over 200,000 students in 30 countries

Name School

The Global Network & You

There are 200.000 students, just like you, being educated in 
over 2,000 Edmund Rice schools in 30 countries around the world!

Extra Research
· Find out about the Edmund Rice schools around the world. 
· Do you recognise any of their names? 
· Do any share the same name as your school?  

What similarities and differences do you think there are between your school and 
an Edmund Rice school in…India or Australia or Sierra Leone (West Africa)?

How can you be involved in this global network?

Project
Reach out to the other Edmund Rice schools and create a video message for them as they have 
done for you. It must say something important about YOUR school. 

· What makes your school special? 
· What would you like to say to the other 200,000 young people in your network? 

Your teachers will help & send them to us so they can be shared all around the globe.

An 
Edmund Rice 
school in 
Australia

My school

An 
Edmund Rice 
school in 
India

An 
Edmund Rice 
school in 
Sierra Leone

Uniform Classrooms
/ facilities 

Educational 
standards

Your ideas

You are one of Edmund’s people. 
Edmund Rice reached out to those who lived in poverty and injustice. 

· What are you called to be? 
· What will you do?

#ERendhomelessness#ERplasticfree#ERgirlseducation

Sometimes,
it falls upon
a generation to
be great.
You can be that
great generation!
Let your greatness
blossom.

Nelson Mandela
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Edmund Rice Office
Student Leadership Certificate  

 

Edmund Rice Office
Student Leadership Certificate    
 

Student Leadership Certificate 

At our recent EREBB European Regional meetings between ERST, ERST NI and our own English 
Office, a qualification for students that would complement the EREBB Leadership Certificate for 
adults has been a much-discussed idea. 

With a view to be used by older students in English and Irish Edmund Rice schools, we envisaged a flexible course based
around the Edmund Rice charism that could be delivered by staff or by the education teams to groups of students across our 
Network. Various target groups were discussed such as: general RE classes in the Sixth Form, peace and justice or advocacy 
and human rights  groups, Prefect teams etc.

Following a series of planning meetings between ERST, ourselves and Cormac McArt of the Westcourt Social Justice Centre 
during the lockdown period, our idea was fleshed-out and a course developed. The result is a 4 theme, 12 topic leadership 
course that allows students to deepen their knowledge and understanding of the Edmund Rice movement: both its
heritage and current context.

Ann and Tom have been delivering the course to St Joseph’s College and St Anselm’s College Prefect Leadership teams. 
St Ambrose College has also taken on the certificate and are teaching it as part of their general RE syllabus in Year 12.

A handbook for participants (that contains teachers’ guidance) is currently being designed to accompany the lesson 
PowerPoints and resource Padlet. Once we have taken the course through with students, we will better know what works in 
terms of activities, timing and assessments. We will be able to offer the complete programme to any staff who want to
deliver the course across our European region from September. Ann and Tom are happy to deliver the course and supervise 
students directly. By means of the assessments or ‘projects’ included in each theme, students are asked to demonstrate 
leadership skills by sharing the knowledge gained on the course with the rest of their school community in a variety of ways.

Ann Nichols

Students’ Perspective: 
Student Leadership Certificate 

St Anselm’s Prefect Leadership Team:

“The St Anselm’s group began the leadership certificate back in October and as a 
group we feel we have learned so much already. We wanted to complete the course as 
we had all been elected to the school’s Executive or Senior Prefect Teams and wanted 
to better ourselves as leaders and representatives of the school, becoming more 
effective in our roles. The certificate has also taught us more about the life of Edmund 
Rice; how we can model ourselves on him and how we can help to continue his work 
in the world today.”
Will Nicholls. Year 13, St Anselm’s College 

St Joseph’s Prefect Leadership Team:

Max Paskin: “The sessions allowed me to gain a better understanding of what it 
means to be a part of the Edmund Rice community.”

Harry Ward: “It has been easy to follow along with the content, witnessing the reach 
of the Edmund Rice network first-hand has been very exciting - I hope the sessions 
give me a valuable understanding of the work that can be achieved through the 
Edmund Rice Network.”

Ted Murray: “I feel, from the sessions, I have learned a deeper meaning and 
background to the work of Edmund Rice and how we as members of our community 
aim to live by his teachings.”

Rodya P: “The sessions are interesting, and I’ve learned things about Edmund Rice 
and the work of the Christian Brothers which I didn’t know before. I hope to take this 
knowledge further, allowing me to think more reflectively about some of the social 
issues that are currently prevalent.”

Chloe Thomas: “The Edmund Rice Network has strengthened my knowledge and
understanding of the importance of reflecting on issues of social justice. I hope 
to develop my leadership skills which I can apply in my role as a Senior Prefect, 
enabling me to encourage others to follow the ethos of the school.”

Zainab Barry: “The sessions have boosted my understanding of the ERI mission, as 
well as the advances made by Ann and Tom to spread this message. The sessions have 
been very informative and allowed me to discuss ERI foundations further with my 
peers. One thing I learned was the global engagement with ERI, and how effective it 
has been in implementing religion within communities.”

Participants
Handbook

Edmund’s Mission to
Educate Those Made Poor 
The Edmund Rice Icon helps us to understand the life, work, and 
legacy of 
Edmund Rice. 

Designed by Irish artist Desmond Kyne in the 1980s, the icon is a series 
of around 

Theme 1 History 
Topic 1 Life of Edmund Rice 

       Number the following

• Nano Nagle 
• Swirl 
• Edmund feeding children, Edmund’s mother 
sharing   
   food & community of Brothers sharing bread
• Gallows 

• You can find out more about the Icon by exploring the following link: - 

  www.edmundriceengland.

1

4

2

5

3

6

Project:

‘Refresh and reinvigorate 
Edmund’s story’; effectively 
convey the relevance of the 
Edmund Rice story to your 
fellow students.
• How might you do this creatively?
• Which aspects of the story will appeal to students of all ages?
• Can you relate activities in school to key elements of edmund’s story?
• How can you get staff, departments and other students to work with you? 

Edmund Rice Schools Leadership Certificate

Theme 1 History 
Topic 1 Life of Edmund Rice 

Participants
Handbook
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Edmund Rice Office 
Connecting Classrooms

Edmund Rice Office 
Virtual Climate Conference   
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Our group planning continues ready to launch shared learning and teaching after Christmas.

We have devised and shared our Partnership Agreement, that all schools are very happy with, 
and have written our joint action plan. All the teachers involved met with Ann, the coordinator, 
via Zoom during November in order to set dates for our launch event, arrange dates for staff 
CPD - based around sustainability - to run in the New Year and coordinate the many staff in 
participating schools who have already done 4-day courses through the online British Council 
CPD pages on global learning and the SDGs.

We hope that much of the documentation and planning will be transferrable to EREBB, as 
part of the future action plan included many more ‘Connecting Classrooms’ style joint sharing 
opportunities.

A hurdle for schools is the inability to get groups of students together due to the current ‘bubble’ 
system. They are having to think creatively and use more virtual meetings, even within their own 
schools, to be able to join forces and plan events with overseas schools.

We are planning a ‘live launch’ event in the New Year that can be recorded and shared widely 
within the Network and beyond. At the moment, the schools are sharing news and activities with 
each other via social media, WhatsApp and other platforms.

Have a detailed look at the project here: https://padlet.com/annnicholsero/18q4w5rhffhi4pxf

Connecting Classrooms 
British Council project

St Aidan’s Catholic 
Academy, Sunderland,UK

St Anselm’s College, 
Birkenhead, UK

St Joseph’s prep school, 
Stoke -on-Trent, UK

CBC St John’s, Cape Town, 
South Africa

St Vincent’s High and 
Technical School, Asansol, 
India

Our Edmund Rice Network featured strongly 
at a virtual Climate Change conference in early 
December. 

St Ambrose College and St Anselm’s College both entered teams 
and Ann Nichols was a panel member who spoke about the 
Climate Crisis, inspiring students to take local action. 

The event, organised by the InterClimate Network and the 
Liverpool World Centre organised teams of pupils (Years 8 - 12) 
from schools across the UK who, in a United Nations-style 
debate, took on the roles of 16 countries presenting their work 
and progress on climate change.

Our schools represented Bangladesh, Australia, China and 
Ethiopia. 

Students had to present their country’s environmental situation in 
terms of the local effects of the climate crisis and their actions to 
reduce its impact. They entered breakout rooms where they were 
challenged to set up collaborations between countries to move
environmental developments on in areas such as: protection 
of forests; smart-cities; waste management and improved 
agricultural techniques - a task which they did very effectively.

Delegate teams looked towards reducing emissions, keeping to 
global targets and being ambitious in terms of tackling the climate 
emergency. They also heard from a panel of experts who spoke 
about community action groups, the fashion industry and its 
impact on climate change, local council plans to become 
zero-carbon cities and what the Edmund Rice Network is 
encouraging its schools to do in this ‘sustainable revolution.’ 
Students had thought and spoken globally and then were asked to 
think and act locally to promote positive change.

We finished with students sharing some of the plans they had 
to act in their schools, homes and communities to bring about 
positive changes. Their ideas were amazing; tackling waste,
getting rid of plastics, having meat-free days, ensuring clothing 
they buy will be from sustainable sources, lobbying their MPs, 
reducing energy use in schools etc. We look forward to seeing 
their lasting impact on our planet. Be the change you want to see 
in the world!
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In the absence of being able to hold our annual retreat that 
would usually have taken place in the summer at ‘Wistaston 
Hall’, we looked instead at running virtual reflections to sustain 
our exhausted Headteachers whose energy has been sapped 
by the strains of keeping their schools open and functioning 
during a pandemic. 

Our first of these took place on 15th October with our emphasis 
being on Wellness. Headteachers had received from us, in the
days leading up to our online joint refection, a ‘wellness box’ 
containing items to nourish and sustain them spiritually and 
physically. This box delighted the recipients at a time when
most mail in school caused stress, not joy! Items from the pack 
were used during the retreat - such as our scented candle, a 
reflective journal and our ‘Breathe’ stone. 

Other items, such as soothing pulse oil, herbal teas and chocolates 
were gifts inviting our much treasured Headteachers to take 
some time for self-care. The retreat included time to relax though 
controlled breathing exercises, imaginative prayer and spiritual 
conversation. The time together flew, and we were so glad that out 
Principals were able to take time out from their exceedingly busy 
schedules to join us in prayer. 

Mutual support for one another is on-going in the Guardian 
Angel scheme; each Head is this year, the guardian angel 
to another. 

They are praying in particular for this person and have
been encouraged to write to them this term. In a similar way, the 
Province Leadership Team hold our Headteachers daily in their 
prayers - using a group poster of all their images to remember the 
individuals on the frontline in our schools.

There is such value for everyone in recognising the support they
have within the Network, as well as acknowledging the strengths 
and vulnerabilities which exist in every person. Most importantly, 
we want our Heads to know they are loved and affirmed, by each 
other and the Network, and that they must always remember how 
vital it is that they show as much care for themselves as they do 
for our precious children.

Our Heads said that they found the experience:

‘soothing and grounding’

‘very authentic and moving’

‘I really enjoyed the afternoon and 
opportunity to talk with yourselves and the 
other Heads’

and their Wellness boxes:

‘perfectly timed, beautiful and extremely 
thoughtful’

We look forward to our December Advent retreat which will 
be kindly led by Susan Hutchinson, former Headteacher of 
St Joseph’s Prep school. 

Sue has been generously sharing her excellent ‘Thought for 
the Day’ with us across our Network since lockdown
began and is still doing so. 

I know our Headteachers, staff in schools and friends from
around the Network find these beautiful, comforting and 
uplifting. 

Thanks Sue.

Edmund Rice Office
Headteachers’ Retreat 

Edmund Rice Office 
Headteachers’ Retreat 
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Edmund Rice Network, North America

In response to the 2020 murders of George 
Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery and Breonna Taylor, 
the Edmund Rice Christian Brothers North 
America Province and Advocacy Office held 
virtual meetings throughout the summer to 
discuss ways to respond.

A new website of anti-racism resources is the product of these 
summer discussions. They hope that Edmund Rice Christian
Brother Schools in North America and across the global Edmund 
Rice Network will utilise these resources to foster conversations 
surrounding anti-racism and share created resources with our 
ERCBNA network.

Sean D’Alfonso (Province Advocacy Coordinator) and Br Kevin 
Griffith (Province Leader), rolled out a toolkit of lesson plans and 
resources that speak to anti-racism in our society.

The video in the link below introduces the initiative and leads 
you to the toolkit. It is our hope that as the 2020-2021 school year 
unfolds, conversations around race will take place in our schools 
and more resources will be added to the toolkit on a regular basis.

Link to Video and resources:
http://ercbna.org/Christian_Brothers. php?op=Article_
ANTIRACISM+IN+ERCBNA+SCHOOLS

A team from across the 17 US Edmund Rice schools have
contributed to this resource-bank of materials that demonstrates 
racial injustice as a nonpolitical but a human rights issue.

Sean D’ Alfonso, Province Advocacy Coordinator 
in the U.S. says, “We wanted to create resources to help 
teachers to be able to approach and tackle this issue in our 
schools. In the US, race is a highly politicised issue, it is still 
the great taboo subject; with many groups averse to even 
having the conversation about racial injustice as it is such a 
polarising issue in our already divided nation.” 

Br Kevin hopes the resource will give, “Educational 
lessons that will provide our students with both an historical 
and a present-day perspective on matters of race in America. 
It is my hope that these lessons will include real-life 
experiences that will speak to our students about their role in 
creating a more just society than presently exists.”

Br Kevin Griffiths
Province Leader, Edmund Rice Christian Brothers North America

Br Kevin Griffith Sean D’Alfonso

In a letter to the Province in 2019 Br Kevin wrote: “I believe that as Edmund Rice educators, we are called to respond to the 
injustices that surround us. Our students have an inalienable right to live in a world that promotes healing and reconciliation, rather 
than hatred and division. That recognises the dignity of each person, regardless of race, ethnicity, creed, etc., rather than demonizing 
them for being people of colour. As Edmund Rice Christian Brother schools, let us lead the way in teaching our students that God’s 
unconditional love knows no boundaries, discriminates against no person, welcomes all peoples, respects all cultures, embraces all 
human life and embodies all creation.”

He writes again in 2020…“Yet in 2020 unfortunately, little had changed in our society over the past year. Senseless acts of violence 
against people of colour continue to take place in cities and towns across America. We have reached a boiling point. We have reached 
a point where it is time to stand up and be heard, to advocate with and for our fellow Americans of colour, to stand in solidarity with 
our Black and Brown brothers and sisters, and to take action in living up to the Essential Elements of an Edmund Rice Christian 
Brother Education.

Essential Element # 3 calls on us “to prepare students to work towards the creation of a just society.” And Essential Element # 5 
calls on us “to promote respect for each individual as created in the image and likeness of God.”

We all know people of colour who simply because they are Black get looked at by far too many people with scepticism, disdain and 
with prejudice and bigotry. This is not the America of which the Reverend Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. dreamed, nor is it the America 
for which he gave his life.”

Nearly sixty years ago, in addressing what he called the 
rising tide of racial consciousness, Dr. King wrote these 
poignant words that are as true today in 2020 as they were 
in December 1960:

“The great challenge facing the nation today is to solve this 
pressing problem and bring into full realisation the ideals and 
dreams of our democracy. How we deal with this crucial
situation will determine our political health as a nation and 
our prestige as a leader in the free World. The price that 
America must pay for the continued oppression of the Negro 
is the price of its own destruction. 

The hour is late; the clock of destiny is ticking out. 
We must act now! It is a trite yet urgently true observation 
that if America is to remain a first-class nation, it cannot have 
second-class citizens.”

Brother Kevin goes on to say:

“I am calling on all Edmund Rice Christian Brother schools in 
the United States to intensify efforts at promoting racial justice, 
at condemning racial injustice and at advocating for a just
society that respects the innate dignity of all God’s children, 
especially people of colour. Let us all go forth to create a better 
America, as we pray for the soul of our nation, for justice for
people of colour, for peace in our cities and towns and for the 
renewal of the face of our Earth.”

Dr. King in a 1959 address he gave to students at a youth 
march for integrated schools:

“Commit yourself to the noble struggle for equal rights. You will 
make a greater person of yourself, a greater nation of your 
country and a finer world to live in.”
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Racial Justice Campaign
Edmund Rice Network, North America

England joins the Campaign:

In November, St Joseph’s College Prefect Leadership Team had 
a virtual meeting with some of the seniors from Iona Prep, a 
large Edmund Rice School in New York to find out about the
anti-racism campaign in the American Schools and to discuss 
in this topic in general. 

An excellent and lengthy conversation was had, both sets of 
students were eager to share and find out about the others’ views 
and experiences. It was great for St Joseph’s pupils to hear directly 
the views of their peers in America about the summer’s events 
rather than relying on the media and social media spin they were 
rather sceptical about. 

We touched upon the historical context of racial tension in both 
countries and the reasons behind the current anger and protests. 
Political division was discussed in some depth and the Trump 
Presidency as a period of backward steps in terms of harmony, 
rights and progress in social justice.

Both groups were hopeful that through education we can 
improve the situation. That we must stamp out subtle racism, 
address it on the ground and never be the by-standers who allow 
racist language or behaviour to happen around us. Do what 
Edmund Rice would have done; take action, stand up for what is 
right and get out of your comfort zone! 

There is no chance of equality in our society if 
some people’s lives matter less due to the colour of 
their skin.

This group will continue to meet online every month to discuss 
further issues of social justice and how we can work together to 
make our voices be heard louder.

St Joseph’s Comments

Max Paskin: “Yesterday’s conversation with Iona Prep was a 
great opportunity as it helped me to visualise the global span 
of the Edmund Rice community.”

James Cullen: “The meeting was a fantastic opportunity to 
become acquainted with a differing perspective on a global 
issue without any sort of filter.”

Ted Murray: “The Edmund Rice Network has given me 
opportunities within our wider school community to speak 
with other Edmund Rice schools, such as Iona Prep where
I gained the knowledge and understanding of others in 
Edmund Rice schools internationally.”

Rodya P: “Yesterday’s session was enlightening, and it was 
interesting to hear a similar view from a different perspective 
on such an important topic.”

Chloe Thomas: “The conversation with Iona Prep gave me 
insight into their thoughts and personal experiences of 
racial injustice.”

Zainab Barry: “The conversation with Iona Prep was very 
enlightening, and this conversation has sparked many others, 
that need to be had, revolving around race. It was definitely 
one of the best aspects of this programme.”

Edmund Rice
CharismAward 

for 
Leadership 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  O N  Y O U R

P R E S E N C E .    C O M P A S S I O N .    L I B E R A T I O N .

Although we were unable to hold an 
Awards Ceremony at Holy Angels, or our 
wonderful end-of-year celebratory garden 
party last summer, we continued with the 
awarding of our Edmund Rice Charism 
Awards for Leadership.

Schools and Ministries nominated: long-serving governors and 
staff; Brothers; camp leaders and volunteers who have offered 
years of enthusiastic and selfless service to our schools, our young 
people and our Network. We thank them all warmly for their 
contributions.

We hope we can invite them all to next summer’s awards and 
garden party event - COVID permitting.

• Margaret Kerr
• Helen Norwood
• Brother George Gordon
• Glenn Sanderson
• Ernest Laws
• Adam Hale
• Jean Murphy
• Pam Green
• Joe Green
• Bradley Slater
• Joe Quilty
• Maureen Sparks
• Natalie Cummins
• Nicola Sedwick
• Ciara Doyle
• Steff Cook
• Megan O’Neill
• Rachel Ward
• Joe Lynam
• James Davies
• Naomi Worrall

Why were they chosen?

Excerpts from Citations:

• heroic leadership

•  inspiring teacher

• sympathetic and unstinting pastoral influence

• tireless advocate for her students

• combined 60 years of teaching

• continued to support College Cross Country and
  Athletics

• hardworking and inspiring Chair of the PTA

• Her generous spirit is truly evident in her time
  and energy given

• hardworking, creative and popular

• dedicated service

• A kind, caring individual who truly embraces the
  spirit of Edmund Rice

• incredible compassion for all in our community

• his actions follow in the footsteps of Christ when
  he selflessly cares for the most vulnerable in our
  community and paths the way for others to do
  the same

• Your role in the Camps brings so much happiness
  to children who are vulnerable and marginalised
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Edmund Rice Office 
Network Reflections

The most enjoyable aspect of our challenging COVID restrictions for me has undoubtedly 
been the opportunity to connect more spiritually with myself, others and God. 
All too often our time with God is limited to 45 minutes on a Sunday morning, with the rest of the week flashing by in a blur of 
work, commuting, and rushing our families to different appointments.

But, from March, we were gifted with something that cannot be bought or artificially created: time. For the first time in a long 
time, Mass became not the place to encounter God, but the place to celebrate encountering him in creation, conversation and 
personal reflection.

Before long, we were unable to visit our places of worship at all, of course, so creating new ways for people to share their faith 
journey has become even more important than ever. To that end, each Friday, I lead a short Zoom Reflection open to anyone in 
the Network and beyond; young or old, Brothers or others!

I hope that those who attend faithfully each week, or even just drop in every now and again, continue to enjoy these weekly 
invitations to breathe, relax and reflect. However, I must admit that they fulfil a selfish need in me to explore subjects close to 
my heart and enjoy conversation with like-minded individuals.

Our themes for reflection have been diverse, exploring religious feasts, topical events and life’s precious (and sometimes 
challenging) moments. Above all, though, the Reflections offer the chance for people in the Network to remain connected, see 
familiar faces and be reminded that they are part of a loving, caring family. As such Reflections have continued in and out of 
lockdown and will continue into the new year and beyond. 

Please contact me if you would like to join any of them and, remember, all are welcome all of the 
time. Recently, I have posted each Reflection’s presentation, along with guidance, on our 
Padlet page: https://padlet.com/annnicholsero/7akv7aaqmbsh13zh

Remember, prayer is conversation - with God, others and yourself. It is so important that we 
create the time and space to engage with it and allow our spiritual self to flourish!

Tom Murray

Over the past few years, the language of human rights has become part of the vocabulary and daily life of our Edmund 
Rice schools in England. Whether staff or students, primary or secondary, examples of love and service within each 
community are too many to mention.

You will have seen many of these outreach activities explained in the pages of these magazines, accompanying photos of young 
people meeting social justice issues head on. Times have changed, of course, but the call of the Christian Brothers towards 
advocacy and justice still resounds across the Network. Our schools have, despite the challenges they face, appointed ERI Youth 
Ambassadors in their Sixth Forms and continue to encourage them to respond to the cry of creation and those made poor.

On 14th October, our national Youth Ambassadors came together for their online Induction Workshop. Supported as ever by 
Br Brian Bond, Br Kevin Mullan and Br Tino D’Abreu at ERI in Geneva, participants learned about the work of ERI, the 
principals of social justice and advocacy, and the mechanisms of the UN Human Rights Council. They also had space to talk
to each other, sharing their experience of practical action in their own schools.

Whilst many of their activities are temporarily on hold, there are still opportunities for our Ambassadors and, indeed, any 
students interested in social justice, to get involved. Various online platforms have made the world a smaller place during 
COVID and have brought people from lots of different backgrounds together. One such example of this is our
International Youth Ambassadors’ Forum, run in collaboration with the Justice Desk in South Africa and the Westcourt Centre 
in Belfast.

Meeting every month by Zoom, Youth Ambassadors from across the globe have heard from expert presenters about issues such 
as gender-based violence, mental health and suicide, human trafficking and modern slavery, and homelessness. At each session 
they get the chance to breakout and share their own observations and experiences with each other. The result is a powerful 
exchange of ideas, reflections and culture.

Our aim is to encourage peer leadership around these issues. To that end, we have begun a Mental Health Focus Group who 
held their initial meeting on 5th December. With young people across the globe facing significant mental health challenges both 
during and after the pandemic, we know that our Ambassadors have the passion and ability to advocate on behalf of their peers 
and ensure Edmund Rice schools and ministries provide for the wellbeing needs of all stakeholders in the right way.

It may be hard to visit homeless shelters or refugee drop-ins at the moment, but it is clear that our young people retain their 
commitment to make the world a better place. To enhance their understanding of our global responsibilities, we usually take 
the ERI Ambassadors to Geneva every year to visit ERI and the UN. We are working hard to ensure some of those amazing 
experiences remain available to them, albeit remotely!

For now, remember that this generation are the future stewards of the earth and are our next wave of teachers, doctors, lawyers 
and politicians. We seek to support them to be servant leaders with hearts for justice.
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Edmund Rice International 
Advocacy and Human Rights

St Joseph’s College Youth Ambassadors

Zainab Barry: “Being a part of the ERI has been beneficial 
in various ways. One being the global engagement with 
issues where we travelled to Belfast to understand the 
depths of homelessness, as well as to Geneva to understand 
the legal work that NGOs do to secure equality and justice 
worldwide. Through the ERI, my understanding of the 
word injustice has developed, as I never fully grasped its 
worldwide presence. 

In working towards the Leadership Certificate in my school, 
I have been given access to various people worldwide, one 
being Iona Prep, where we explored the topic of race from 
different perspectives. I cannot begin to explain the impact 
it has had on me and my peers and very much look forward 
to the future of ERI and ERBB.”

Niamh Dickinson: “Over the past few months, we have had 
the opportunity to learn about various topics having Zoom 
calls with the international ERI group. These meetings have 
been very educational and beneficial, we have been able to 
speak to people we wouldn’t otherwise have a chance to hear 
opinions from. Being a youth ambassador during COVID 
has been difficult as we aren’t allowed to mix with the lower 
years, so can’t fully continue our advocacy, however we are 
currently in the process of organising something regarding
homelessness awareness throughout the high school and 
Sixth Form. 

Through ERI connections we recently got the chance 
to share opinions with a group of American students
on various human rights issues, including race and political 
unrest. This gave me a different perspective and helped me 
to understand how our experiences as English students 
differ from those of American students.”

Zainab and Niamh with other Edmund Rice students 
in Belfast, on Domestic Immersion last year…

ROE Charism Group
Leadership Symposium
 

'EXPLORING

CHARISM'

L E A D E R S H I P  S Y M P O S I U M

3 sessions:

Autumn term 2020:  Webinar

Spring term 2021:     Webinar

Summer term 2021:  Conference & Celebration

for newly appointed senior leaders

in Catholic Religious Order Schools

R E G I S T E R  A T  W W W . R O E - U K . C O . U K

designed 

to inspire 

& 

energise

opportunities

to network &

access 

resources

key-note speakers

of 

international

repute

Our Edmund Rice Office is very involved 
with the ‘Religious Orders in Education’ 
organisation.

We work with the collaborative trust planning group who are looking 
at the establishment of a Joint-Orders Trust to be able to take over the 
trusteeship of religious order schools.

Another key group is the Charism Group. 

We are a group of ethos coordinators, both lay and religious, who 
work with Charism development in our school networks.

The Charism Group of ROE have planned, since the summer, a series 
of leadership sessions for newly appointed Headteachers and SLT 
members focused around exploring and developing the Charism in 
their own schools. We ran the first session on 9th November. Our
next session will be on March 16th and a face-to-face conference is 
planned for next summer in London.

The Charism group been discussing the appointment and formation 
of leaders in our schools and quickly realised that we could run joint 
formation based around the idea of Charism and its 
development. We looked to our current Headteach-
ers, as well as former ones, who
supplied fantastic insight into their personal journeys 
with Charism and the impact it had on both them 
and their schools by means of video presentations.

Our first session, entitled ‘Charism and Community’ 
looked closely at how Charism creates, builds and 
sustains our religious order school communities. 
With excellent resources and input from 
Fr David O’Malley, SDB participants got to deepen 
their understanding of Charism and, in breakout 
rooms with other leaders from different orders, 
explored ways of nurturing this precious gift. We had 
over 90 participants from as far afield as the United States.

Symposium delegates receive regular newsletters from our group 
designed to uplift and help them in their role as spiritual leaders 
of their communities. They also have access to many other re-
sources via our Padlet page: https://padlet.com/annnicholsero/
ltd64r5ysnym35y4

We, as a group, were delighted by the participation and response to 
our symposium and we look forward to planning the next session, 
as well as to developing the collaboration between religious order 
networks in a spirit of mutual trust, support and sharing.

Participants’ Feedback:

I really enjoyed
• the chance to reflect again on what underpins our school
• Exploring the meaning of Charism and how that relates to my 
   role here. Also seeing and hearing from the many different  
   Religious Order Schools
• Inspiring speakers, excellent organisation especially for groups

I feel challenged to
• Straight away I felt compelled to put the ideas together and to 
   share them with the management team in school
• Keep charism at the front of my mind and at the forefront of all 
   we do as a college
• I feel challenged to look for even more ways to keep that at the 
   forefront of our decision making at this challenging time

My understanding of Charism
• Seeing others sharing how Charism impacts so positively 
   on their schools deepened my understanding of why it is so 
important
• It has helped me to really see and feel the Charism 
   in our daily lives

• From today, I realised that our Charisms are 
   similar within religious order schools. I’ve 
   deepened my understanding as I now know how 
   much the Charism of a school can affect 
   everything - from the mood, feelings, motivation etc
• The responsibility of protecting it - but also the 
   power of the Holy Spirit with it
• It made me stop and think of how we display 
   Charism in our school

All participants receive on-going support and 
resources throughout the year. Ann designed the 
Newsletter that they receive. With Fr David 
 O’Malley SDB, we selected content and ideas that 
can be used throughout the school community. 

Our first Newsletter went out just prior to the symposium. 
Feedback included: “the best thing I’ve received all year, better
than DfE, diocesan and CES publications!”

You can read the newsletter and access all the resources from 
the symposium on our Padlet page: 
https://padlet.com/annnicholsero/ltd64r5ysnym35y4

Our planning continues for the next session and Fr David and 
Ann are working on the next Newsletter which, along with a 
Christmas card, will go out to all participants.

Ann Nichols

‘Go, walk as missionary disciples and
announce the Good News with joy’

Charism 
& Community

 L E A D E R S H I P  S Y M P O S I U M   N E W S L E T T E R  1

IN THIS ISSUE

Prayers & reflections
to sustain you

Nourishing your Staff

Activities to share
with students &
families

"Sweetest Lord, make me
appreciative of the dignity of
my high vocation, and its
many responsibilities. Never
permit me to disguise it by
giving way to coldness,
unkindness or impatience."
Mother Theresa

#ROE-Charism

Charism and Community
Many Catholics do not like the media term

“faith school”. They prefer the term “church

school” because our Catholic schools were

founded from a community often at great

personal cost and in response to the needs of a

wider society. The term faith school seems to

emphasise the secular view that faith is a

private opinion and not the glue that binds us

all together in community. The aim of Catholic

education is the development of each person as

a member of the community of all humanity.

The Gospel points us to the purpose of all life as

communion with God and with one another- the

communion of saints.The Catholic church was

the first provider of education to this country

starting in monastic schools and universities

such as Oxford and Cambridge. After the

suppression of the Catholic church it was only

in the 1800s that a revival of education began

and the new Bishops achieved that by inviting

religious orders to bring their charisms to the

aid of the poor and needy in the industrial

cities. 

Catherine McCauley, with the Mercy Sisters

moved into Bermondsey in 1839, the Loreto

Sisters moved into Manchester in 1851 and

the Jesuits established a school in Liverpool

in 1842. Many other orders also arrived to

share the educational challenges of industrial

Britain.These gifted groups of women and

men were invited because they came as a

community with a community message. They

created a network of loving kindness within

which the young and the poor could

experience the Gospel and not just study it as

a subject. The spirit that moves people in

compassion encouragement and kindness for

others is the Holy Spirit. It is the bond that

holds us together, that makes us stronger and

heals the hurts that life brings. Each religious

order brings with it a strong tradition of such

community built on the experience of their

gifted founders. They establish patterns of

community, ways of working, a language to

share the Spirit and a link deep into the

history and the mystery of the Gospel.We are

now in a lay church and this symposium is

asking the simple question- how do we

support lay leaders in carrying this sense of

charism and community into a new world?
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A tribute to Br Daniel Walsh

One of the Christian Brothers Great Educators Brother Daniel (Donal Dennis) Walsh passed away on 23rd August this year at Ince 
Blundell Nursing Home at the age of 86. He had moved there from ‘Woodeaves’ the previous year due to declining health. Here we pay 
tribute to Brother Walsh whose work, warmth and compassion touched many, many people across the international network.

Donal Walsh was born in 1933 in Kyle, on a height over the Vale of Cappamore, County Limerick. Donal was the youngest but one of 
six sons and three daughters - who all who became Religious Sisters in the US. At school, in the 1940s, Br Fidelis Keegan, ‘a giant of a
man’, came to the National School in Bilboa and impressed Donal, attracting him to join the Brothers. He went to the Juniorate in 
Ledsham, England and later to the Novitiate in Toddington. Donal received the Religious name of Denis at his clothing with the habit. 
He was happy during his time in Toddington but did not get much preparation for teaching.

In 1953, Denis began his teaching career; he would spend the next 20 years teaching junior age pupils. He taught at various schools 
including St Boniface’s, Plymouth, Hooton and after his professional studies at St Mary’s Teacher training College in Middlesex, 
he went to Cricklade, Wiltshire and then in 1960, Denis became Headmaster of Runnymede, the prep school for St Edward’s College, 
Liverpool. Denis joined a large Brothers’ Community in Liverpool, including Brothers who staffed Cardinal Godfrey Technical School 
in Anfield, a very run-down school in a deprived area under Liverpool City Council. Denis came into his own in Liverpool, Denis 
always looked back on his ten years in Liverpool as the halcyon years of his life. As he said in the Liverpool Echo on leaving for Liberia: 

“I’ll miss St. Edward’s. I think Liverpool people are wonderful - the boys and the parents just couldn’t be better.”

Denis was called from Liverpool to Liberia! In Grassfield, a 
former campus of the Liberian American Iron Ore Company 
(LAMCO) Denis worked at Carroll High School, a school with 
high academic standards, an excellent art department and library, 
and where musicals were regularly performed. Denis took to 
Liberia like a duck to water; his endearing personality meant he 
easily made friends of students, workers and his fellow Brothers.

In 1975, Denis went back to the UK, graduating as a mature 
student in English, Maths, bookbinding, woodwork and 
metalwork, returning to Liberia again in 1979. In central Liberia, 
in Gbarnga, Denis experienced the trauma of a military coup 
when President Tolbert was executed. In Gbarnga Denis was 
appointed Superior and Headmaster. From here, he spent some 
time in Makeni, Sierra Leone with Br Titus Coffey, where he 
enjoyed teaching and the company of the Italian priests, sharing 
soirees of cards and refreshments.

When, in 1988, Denis returned to Liberia, he returned to civil 
war, soon having to flee the ugly tribal conflict along with other 
missionaries, teachers and LAMCO personnel. Denis flew back to 
England via Sierra Leone where civil war was soon also to break 
out. Ever phlegmatic he declared: “If I die in Liberia or Sierra 
leone, just bury me there!”

Back in England, Daniel went to St Joseph’s College, 
Stoke-on-Trent. He saw the school go through a trying time as 
a fee-paying school in a relatively deprived area. The Brothers 
Community was an elderly one and eventually the Brothers’ house 
at St Joseph’s was taken over by the school. Denis’s next role, 
travelling the country raising awareness and funds in parishes 
for the apostolate’s missions, was one of his favourites, and he 
was very good at it! He raised many thousands of pounds for the 
missions through his story-telling and engaging personality. He 
was sure that a simple ten-minute presentation based on a simple 
story was the secret of success. Denis had a favourite one; he told 
of a boy in Liberia, “named Moses”, who came from a simple 
country background and after a good education at Carroll High 
School became a successful surgeon - now married and practising 
in England. 

Moses attended Brother Walsh’s funeral this year, paying 
his respects and insisting on paying for the refreshments 
afterwards. Denis retired to ‘Woodeaves’, in 2011 following a 
by-pass operation and ill health. Denis went back to using the 
anglicised version of his own name (Daniel) here so as to avoid
confusion with Br Denis O’Halloran.

Br George Gordon at the ‘Woodeaves’ community says,
“He was widely admired for his boyish sense of humour, his love 
of all things Irish, his support for English football clubs such as 
Stoke and Port Vale. He was a great conversationalist, immensely 
kind and softly spoken and smiling. He had quaint sayings such as: 
“How the body?” or “Who loves you, Baby?” 

He would greet Mrs Eva Quinn, the longserving and much-loved 
cook, who lived in a not-too-distant suburb with: “How are they all 
in the countryside?” It was a pleasure to start each new day with a 
man of such a positive and cheery attitude to life.”

In 2019, Daniel was transferred to Ince Blundell nursing home 
where he spent time with fellow brothers Tom Kelly, Andrew Rock 
and John Sullivan. He celebrated his platinum jubilee celebration of 
70 years in the Brothers in September 2019. In 2020 Daniel’s health 
deteriorated. He managed to enjoy visits from Brothers and friends 
for special occasions, always a ‘people person’ he loved company 
and socialising.

Daniel had an optimistic view of life and a sense of humour. 
He often used phrases like, “Keep the faith, Baby” and “Pray like 
a trooper”.  

His hobbies included local history and finding out the origin 
of place names. He loved community life but felt this had 
declined in modern times, believing as a society we were too 
comfortable and too passive due to the influence of television 
and technology. 

Educationally, he was very opposed to corporal punishment 
and saw the system of preparatory schools as an out-dated relic 
of the old-style private school system. Denis very much believed 
that the Brothers should have allowed coeducation in their 
schools much earlier, seeing the education of girls and women 
was a priority - especially in Africa. He also supported the 
option of marriage for priests. Denis could be critical of some 
Brothers in Ireland in the past of being too Anglophobe; he had 
personally found the English people fair and very supportive 
- especially in Liverpool and Stoke. He certainly never showed 
any regrets in his life as a Brother. 
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Brothers Communities
A tribute to Br Daniel Walsh

Sue Hutchinson, a former Headteacher of St Joseph’s Prep and a lay reader in an Anglican parish wrote a lovely letter saying that Daniel 
had faithfully followed the Gospel of Jesus and lived in a community committed to ministry and prayer. His work had touched the 
lives of people living on the margins who had little materially but a lot of faith and hope in the Lord. Mrs Marie Ellams, a teacher in the 
Stoke Prep school, also wrote saying that Br Walsh had her eight-year olds spellbound telling them about Africa. She also said he did 
devoted work as a Eucharistic minister with great kindness and empathy.

Mr Michael Thornhill was a Christian Brother for most of his life and now as a former Brother and keen member of the Edmund Rice 
Network has always shared a warm friendship with Daniel. They were both from the same area of County Limerick. He says: “One of 
my main memories of Dan is his humour. Whenever we were together, he always had a joke and a chuckle of laughter. He was with us 
on an unforgettable visit to South Africa in an Edmund Rice Network immersion experience. Because of his years in Liberia, he
had a deep love for Africa. He visited parishes all over England making appeals for financial support for the missions in Africa. 
I surprised him on one occasion at the church of Our Lady Immaculate in Quex Road, London. Unknown to him, my wife and I were 
at Sunday Mass. He gave a brilliant homily on the Brothers’ mission in Liberia and Sierra Leone. We met him afterwards and he told us 
he always requested a ‘silent collection’!” 

Br Edmund Garvey, Leader of the European Province, had the following glowing words on the occasion of a Jubilee of Daniel, “Thank 
you, Denis, for your dedicated service as a Christian Brother in England, Liberia and Sierra Leone. I am aware that in recent years you
have done great work in the Province through various mission awareness appeals in schools and parishes and have successfully 
collected a sizeable sum each year for the Christian Brother Missions. Your friendly, happy, pleasant personality, mixed with a native 
Irish charm are assets which you have used well in the service of the Lord and his people.”

Br George Gordan emphasised the wonderful gift of communication that Daniel had. He would mention some mutual acquaintance 
and when George next met him, or her, they would say they appreciated the non-threatening and positive chats that they found so
supportive. “He was a true Christian and Brother to many people.” Br George quoted the following passage in a book by the English 
mystic and visionary Caryll Houselander: “In death everything falls away from us even memories - even the weariness of self. This is 
the breaking of the bread, the supreme moment in the prayer of the body, the end of the liturgy of our mortal lives when we are broken 
for and in the Communion of Christ’s love to the whole world. But it is not the end of the prayer of the body. To that there is no end. 
Our dust continues to pay homage to God.”

Nil bheidh a leitheid aris ann. Ar dheis De go raibh a anam dilis.
There will not be the like of him again. May his faithful soul rest in peace.

Brothers Communities
A tribute to Br Daniel Walsh

“Nature it seems stands on its head
When you mourn the loss of a great man
Today we remember his life with us
The years of laughter and fun ,
We’re thinking of all the times that we shared
And though we are bowed with grief
Today we celebrate the great man we once had
Because it is our firm belief
That his life enriched us in so many ways
Brought sunshine and happiness into our days
And though we are heartbroken and very sad
Today we admit that we’re also glad
That we had him, if only for too short a while
Not yet but sometimes, we’ll remember and smile.”

Daniel peacefully slipped away on the 23rd August during the 
COVID lockdown. His funeral was a low-key affair with only 
thirty mourners allowed in the church of St Vincent, Altrincham. 
One Brother said, “Daniel was so popular we could have filled a 
cathedral if it was not for the COVID restrictions.” His Requiem 
Mass was dignified and conducted safely as was the burial at 
Dunham Cemetery on the 3rd September. Daniel’s niece, Mary, 
came with her husband from London. She is the daughter of 
Edward - Daniel’s sole surviving sibling. Br Dominic Sassi gave a 
lovely homily quoting St Paul: “I have planted, Apollos watered, 
but God gave the growth” illustrating that there was nothing proud 
or self-sufficient about Daniel.

Mr Edmund Bargblor, a former pupil and a postulant at Gbarnga and 
now a family man and ‘pillar of the church’ in Rhode Island, USA, 
wrote an obituary for newspapers in Liberia and Nigeria. He empha-
sised that, “Every Liberian has an obligation to carry on the legacy of 
this great missionary. Br Walsh lived his life in the service of Liberian 
youth. He was indeed a great soul.”

George Flahn, ‘the Moses who became a surgeon’ of mission appeal 
fame, never lost touch with Br Walsh. He often visited him in 
‘Woodeaves’ and was present at the funeral, paying for the reception 
in the Bull’s Head as a token of his appreciation

Br Prince Bai Tarawalie wrote from Sierra Leone, “Br Walsh was the 
liveliest and funniest teacher I have ever met. He was very organised 
and dressed smartly and with an amazing smile.” He had visited 
Daniel on his way from a study course in Dublin and Daniel had 
thoughtfully produced a meal of ground-nut soup - a favourite dish 
in West Africa.
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St Timothy’s Community
Br Eamonn Doyle

Br Eamonn Doyle

The Brothers at Parr Street, Liverpool are sad to report the death 
of Br Eamonn Doyle who passed away suddenly on Tuesday, 
the 24th November.

Eamonn had been deteriorating in health over recent weeks, 
lacking his usual appetite and finding it difficult to walk far. He was 
reluctant to seek medical help, despite his Brothers’ urgings. 
Gradually, he became weaker and stayed in his room until he 
collapsed on Tuesday afternoon.

Eamonn’s much loved ministry for the past decade was his role as a 
teacher of English to the migrants at Asylum Link, based at 
St Anne’s Church, Overbury Street. He was ‘a legend’ to these 
asylum seekers and he thought of them as his brothers and sisters. 
However, because of COVID-19, all classes had been suspended 
since March and there was little prospect of reopening until Spring, 
2021. Eamonn was devastated by this since he had made this 
ministry the focus of his life. Despite his age of seventy-eight, he 
had been devoted to the task of rising early and being at St Anne’s 
every Monday to Thursday except for breaks at holiday times. 
However, he managed to maintain some limited contacts with 
friends, and they were deeply upset to hear of his unexpected death.

Before he came to Parr Street, Eamonn had spent over a decade in 
Grinfield Street helping Br Matt Fogarty with his outreach work 
for young people, teaching art and pottery, while Matt focussed on 
computer studies and other educational work. Eamonn was 
renowned for his ’Cordon Bleu’ cooking skills in both 
Communities. Eamonn faithfully made regular visits to Matt, 
cooking delightful meals and taking him by bus to garden centres 
to bring horticultural delights to his flat. Eamonn never drove a car 
and was reliant on a walking-stick for many years. All who knew 
him will lament the absence of a faithful, deeply human
person, not overtly pious but open and generous to all.

Brothers Michael, Chris and Edward are planning Eamonn’s 
funeral at St Anne’s Church, where only thirty mourners are 
allowed inside. Eamonn’s last wish was to have his ashes brought 
back to his beloved Graiguenamanagh, Kilkenny, not far from 
Blessed Edmund Rice’s birthplace. Sadly, because of the pandemic 
Eamonn’s sisters will probably not be able to attend the funeral 
but like all of us we can pray for his eternal repose.

Ewan Roberts, Asylum Link Merseyside Centre Manager 
says:

Eamonn was a force of nature, no time for ‘codology’ and with a 
practical sense of humanity for keeping people warm and fed. 
He was ‘Uncle’ to thousands of refugees that passed through his 
classroom and he wore out several pairs of shoes visiting when 
classes were done for the day. For so many people Eamonn was 
the person they relied on and trusted in an asylum system that 
largely treated them as just another problem. His warmth, 
humour and capacity to include is something that we have lost, 
and it’ll be a while before many come to terms with it.

Some tributes to Eamonn sent in via Social Media to 
Asylum Link:

• A life well-lived, helping others
•  He was one of the kindest, most generous men I have ever 
    known. Selfless in his care for others
• It’s very sad to lose our icon of teaching, he was an open and 
   honest elder who’s been a pillar of hope for our people forever. 
   He’ll be sadly missed by all. Rest in peace gentle warrior
• the world is a poorer place
• He was a lovely man who lived an admirable life.
• I met Eamonn on the board of MRANG where he was a great 
   help. A wonderful character
• I am aware of the great contribution he has made to generations 
   of asylum seekers
• Absolutely devastated to hear this. Eamonn was so much of 
   what was special about  Asylum Link. A life well lived; slightly 
   irreverent, always sensitive and compassionate but with a sense 
   of humour. One of the special people. RIP Eamonn
• His wonderful and gentle soul will forever remain in our hearts
• Rest in Peace to my wonderful teacher and best mate Eammon
• A really kind and loving friend to so many
• He will be remembered for his invaluable contribution to the 
   asylum seekers community
• Rest in Peace my greatest brother, father and teacher Eammon! 
   Such a legend. I am devastated by this enormous loss
• May Allah grant him the highest heaven
• Eammon had made such a big difference to people’s lives at
   Asylum Link

Parr Street Community
Brothers’ Graves

Plymouth: has had a refurbishment. Some ERN 
members will know of Br T. C Coleman who was 
the most recent buried in Weston Mill cemetery. 
He was Headmaster at St Mary’s, Crosby and 
St Boniface’s, Plymouth and a Provincial Council 
member. He was born in Plymouth, retired there 
and is buried near his parents’ grave. Also, 
Br Placidus Hooper was a well-known Headmaster 
of St Edward’s and respected member of the 
Provincial Council Leadership team.

Bath: (near Prior Park College) has had a radical 
refurbishment. Three separate deteriorating graves 
were amalgamated into a well-refurbished one 
near the chapel. Br Stan Roache was well-known 
in Liverpool and Crosby. Also, Br Cyprian Blake 
MBE, a Liverpudlian, is buried there.

Stoke: has been refurbished. Br Frank Hennessy 
worked in Liverpool, Stoke and Plymouth.
He was a native of Chester.

Liverpool: Yew Tree has been refurbished. 
Brothers such as Leonard O’Toole, Barnabus
Beattie, Denis D’Arcy and Aidan Doherty were all 
well-known in Liverpool. There are also memorial 
plaques to Brothers from the UK who died abroad 
from 1849 to 2003. Some of those known to us 
today are Brothers Vincent Crease and Adrian 
Murphy in Africa, Gerard Bullen in the USA, and 
Hubert Barnes in Italy. The former three were 
Liverpudlians. Three of the twenty-two buried in 
Ireland are known to the present generation - 
Br Sebastian Monk from Blackpool, Br Dominic 
Taylor from Bristol and Br Thomas Engel from 
London and Prior Park.

Birkenhead: (Landican Cemetery) is beautifully 
tended by Ms Pat Warburton. Recent well-known
Brothers are Tom Mc Namara and Aidan Brennan.

Sunderland: Brothers Frank Carey and Thaddeus 
Livingstone, well-known in Liverpool, are buried 
here, the latter in Silksworth Redemptorist Parish.

Manchester: Moston Cemetery - Five Brothers 
from 1843 to 1874 were buried in Livesey Street 
but transferred to Moston in 1924. The diocese has 
recently erected a monument to the parishioners of 
Livesey Street, including the Brothers, in the north 
west corner of Moston - after nearly 100 years!

Maybe in the future we could organise an Edmund Rice Network 
tour-cum-pilgrimage to visit the graves and memorials of these 
devoted followers of Blessed Edmund Rice? In the meantime, 
it might be feasible to compile a pamphlet naming all the Brothers 
buried in England and Scotland and giving a pen-sketch of their 
lives. One curious note is that Br M. J. Meagher, who was 
venerated in Liverpool where he was buried in 1846 in the crypt 
of St Patrick’s, Toxteth - was thought by the Parish Priest to be a 
saint and his body incorrupt. Should we open up his sarcophagus 
and see? But we would not want to overtake Blessed Edmund!

Michael has retired from his onerous work teaching children with 
special needs. Chris continues to do many maintenance tasks and 
usually does most of the shopping and cooking. We have tried to 
support Matt Fogarty and when regulations allow, we visit Tom 
and Andrew in Ince Blundell.

Edward has done some work on the Brothers’ 
graves over recent years:
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Some readings and reflections to share:St Timothy’s Community
News

Dominic joins the Community 

I arrived in St Timothy’s Liverpool on 28th May having left 
Dublin by car ferry that morning. The sadness of leaving the 
Province Centre Community in Marino after six years as a 
member of the Province Leadership Team was offset by the 
excitement of returning to the UK and being welcomed by the 
three brothers (Christy, David and Fergus) in St Timothy’s.

Liverpool, and especially West Derby, is an area I know well, 
dating back to my time in St Edward’s College. We are fortunate 
in living next to St Timothy’s parish church and Croxteth Country 
Park. So, in spite of lockdown, I am able to enjoy daily walks - 
weather permitting.

The Brothers in Community have been wonderfully welcoming. 
We meet regularly for prayer and reflection and cook for 
ourselves. I have enjoyed introducing my three Irish confrères to 
the delights of pastasciutta, risotto a la Milanese, as well as the 
finer points of cricket.

Although I have now officially retired, I am still a trustee of the 
Edmund Rice Schools in England and I have enjoyed visiting 
all the eight schools and seeing the great work being done 
there. What the future holds only God knows but I definitely 
recommend retirement!

Br Dominic Sassi
December 2020

A Reflection by John O’Donohue

When you take the time to draw on your listening-imagina-
tion, you will begin to hear this gentle voice at the heart of 
your life. It is deeper and surer than all the other voices of
disappointment, unease, self-criticism and bleakness. 
All holiness is about learning to hear the voice of your own 
soul. It is always there and the more deeply you learn to lis-
ten, the greater surprises and discoveries that will unfold. To 
enter into the gentleness of your own soul changes the tone 
and quality of your life. Your life is no longer consumed by 
hunger for the next event, experience or achievement. You 
learn to come down from the treadmill and walk on 
the Earth. You gain a new respect for yourself and others and 
you learn to see how wonderfully precious this one life is. 
You begin to see through the enchanting veils of illusion that 
you had taken for reality. You no longer squander yourself 
on things and situations that deplete your essence. You know 
now that your true source is not outside you. Your soul is 
your true source, and a new energy and passion awakens 
in you.

God is Born by D H Lawrence 
(1885 - 1930)

The history of the cosmos is the history of the struggle of 
becoming.
When the dim flux of unformed life struggled, convulsed 
back and forth upon itself and broke at last into light and 
dark came into existence as light,
came into existence as cold shadow then every atom of the 
cosmos trembled with delight. Behold, God is born!
He is bright light!
He is pitch dark and cold!
And in the great struggle of intangible chaos when, at a 
certain point, a drop of water began to drip downwards
and a breath of vapour began to wreathe up Lo again the 
shudder of bliss through all the atoms! 
Oh, God is born!
Behold, He is born wet!
Look, He hath movement upward! He spirals!
And so, in the great aeons of accomplishment and debacle 
from time to time the wild crying of every electron:
Lo! God is born!
When sapphires cooled out of molten chaos:
See, God is born! He is blue, he is deep blue,
he is forever blue!
When gold lay shining threading the cooled-off rock: God is 
born! God is born! bright yellow
and ductile He is born.
When the little eggy amoeba emerged out of foam and 
nowhere then all the electrons held
their breath:
Ach! Ach! Now indeed God is born! He twinkles within.
When from a world of mosses and of ferns
at last the narcissus lifted a tuft of five-point stars
and dangled them in the atmosphere, then every molecule 
of creation jumped and clapped its hands:
God is born! God is born perfumed and dangling and with 
a little cup!
Throughout the aeons, as the lizard swirls his tail finer than 
water, as the peacock turns to the sun, and could not be 
more splendid, as the leopard smites the small calf with a
spangled paw, perfect. the universe trembles: 
God is born! God is here!
And when at last man stood on two legs and wondered,
then there was a hush of suspense at the core of every 
electron: Behold, now very God is born!
God Himself is born!
And so we see, God is not until he is born.
And also we see there is no end to the birth of God.

They are gone Author unknown

You can shed tears that they are gone

Or you can smile that they have lived.

You can close your eyes and hope that they will come back

Or you can open your eyes and see all that they have left.

Your heart can be empty because you can’t see them

Or you can be full of the love they shared with you.

You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday

Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday.

You can remember them but only that they are gone

Or you can cherish their memory and let it live on.

You can cry and close your mind and be empty and turn 

your back

Or you can do what they would want you do:

Smile, open your eyes, and love

And go on.

Our Book Recommendation: 
The Pocket by Thich Nhat Hanh

A treasury of writings and teachings from the beloved Zen 
teacher Thich Nhat Hanh.

Since Thich Nhat Hanh’s exile from his native Vietnam in 1966, 
this Zen Buddhist monk has gone on to become one of the most 
influential and beloved spiritual masters of our age. 

The seeming simplicity of his words belies the power of his 
teaching to touch the heart and mind and to inspire spiritual 
practice. These selections, taken from his many published works, 
together make up a concise introduction to all his major themes 
and distil his teachings on the transformation of individuals, 
relationships, and society.
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Christy thanks the Brother in charge of this imitative, Brother 
Campion, as he arranged that before each course, the young 
brothers spent time visiting different well-known places in France
and the rest of Europe - so he saw a lot of France, Italy, Spain and 
Switzerland. He got a great international education!

In Dingle, County Kerry, Christy became Principal, where he 
taught for 6 years in Irish (the language). He got on well with his 
students, they were keen to study and keen on football, as was he! 
Christy made sure the boys could access competitions and 
he remembers winning the junior cup - a big achievement for 
the pupils.

Another challenge was to follow - and that was in Dublin where 
he was sent to help the Novice Master to help train novices - but 
Christy felt ill-prepared and that he couldn’t do justice to this job, 
although he did his best!

Christy returned to being school Principal but was soon asked 
to go to Africa, to fill in for a brother in Choma, Zambia. For 4 
months he taught maths, Christy appreciated this opportunity 
to get to know Africa and its wonderful people. Christy’s brother 
Dennis, also a Christian Brother was in Africa teaching at the 
same time. Christy then completed a tertianship in Rome and 
enjoyed a visit to the Holy Land. When he was approached by 
Provincials to consider a move to South America - Christy
needed time to consider, after consulting Brothers who’d been 
there, he decided to give it a go! 

He needed to learn Spanish, so he had a year studying Spanish in 
Dublin at the Spanish Cultural Institute. Christy spent 13 years in 
South America; 8 years in Argentina, 4 in Paraguay and 1 in Peru
and a few months in Uruguay. In Argentina he was in La Rioja in 
the North West - with 2 other Brothers, they trained Catechists to 
teach the parents the programs laid down by the Bishops - it was 
very rewarding as the people were very keen on how to pass on 
the faith to their children.

A life in
mission 
Brothers stories

Brother Patrick (Christy) Turner

Christy lives in the St Timothy’s Community in West 
Derby, Liverpool. He has just celebrated
his 90th birthday, we are delighted that he has 
shared his story with us.

Born in the north side of Cork city, his house overlooked the 
Shandon Bell Tower of St Anne’s whose bells would wake him 
each morning. His father was from a farming family near Mallow 
in West Cork and his mother from the city of Cork, her father had 
been a sergeant in the British army. Christy has very fond 
memories of his grandfather who always brought him sweets!

Christy attended the Christian Brothers North Monastery school 
in Cork, the “Mon” as it was known, as did his four brothers. 
Christy’s one sister attended the Presentation Convent school.

Christy felt an early inclination to find out about different 
religious orders, and this originally led him to apply, aged 14, to 
join the Franciscan Brothers who had advertised in his school
magazine. On his questionnaire it asked, ‘Why do you want to 
join the brothers?’ and Christy  remembers writing down: 
“Because I want to serve God.” This main reason has stayed with
him throughout the rest of his life. He was swung from the 
Franciscan’s to the Christian Brothers as two other boys in his 
class were going to join them and Christy preferred not to
go away alone. This was in 1945.

Following his inter and leaving certificate years, he went to 
prepare for his novitiate with 40 other novices. In Marino he 
started teacher training and after 2 years he taught in inner-city
Dublin for his baptism into the classroom. Christy enjoyed his 
first 5 years as he says that “The Dublin kids were friendly, and I 
got on with them.” Returning to Marino, Christy completed his 
formation to be a National Teacher. From there he was sent to 
Mount Sion, where Edmund Rice started the Christian Brothers, 
for another 5 years. He then attended UCC in Cork to do a BA 
and then a Higher Diploma at the university in Dublin to be able 
to teach in secondary school. Next came Christy’s adventures in 
Modern Languages. Along with a group of other young
brothers, he was sent to France to learn French for 2 - 3 years of 
summer courses.

In Paraguay, Christy experienced a completely different country, one ravaged by war and poverty. Here he worked in a prison - 
teaching English. He says that his students were enthusiastic, they really needed English to be able to get a job when they got out. 
Christy felt he was really helping them and was sad when he had to leave.

In Peru, Christy taught English again but this time to novices - this was not a good class and when he began, they had little motivation 
to learn. Christy used all his experience to turn this around and when he left them, they were much more dedicated to their study 
of English.

Now in his 70s, Christy came home to Ireland when his hearing was deteriorating but did not stop! He went to work with Brother Paul 
Hendrick teaching the marginalised street children of Dublin who were not attending school. Christy taught 1 to 1, he built up a strong 
bond with the children, he enjoyed helping them and trying to build their self-esteem. He remembers the visit of President Mary 
McAleese who had tea with them. After four years there, Christy felt age creeping up on him and decided to retire.

Looking back on his career Christy says, 
“I was always keen on challenges; every challenge I got I took it and faced it with confidence and hope.” 

He has been happy to accept the challenges that came his way, he appreciates the effect his experiences have had on him; getting to live 
with and understand other cultures, living alongside the disadvantaged and marginalised. He says that his life has been very fruitful in 
being able to go out and promote God’s kingdom to people who had nothing - for example the homeless in Dublin. He has appreciated 
the chance to help young people who were suffering social injustices - he has tried to lift them up to live lives of happiness and success.

In his late 70s, Christy was off on another adventure; “A New Life in Mission” was a course that encouraged Brothers to relate to each 
other in a more meaningful way than before. The group on this path broke out into two Communities; Christy came to Liverpool, 
starting off with six brothers, now they are three, and he has learned how to improve his life as a human being with Brothers and with 
the people of Liverpool.

In Liverpool he has enjoyed a group; ‘Called to be One’ a weekly meeting with people from different religions. From this he has
been opened to new ideas and experienced so much in common, seeing that every religion is to be respected - and that we must meet 
as a global community, as one family, all as God’s children. Christy goes on to say how we should act justly, building relationships 
though encounter and dialogue.

Where does Christy see the Brotherhood today?

Christy has enjoyed the Zoom meetings during COVID, he feels the Brothers are responding in a positive way. He feels the world needs 
religious schools, as their education and talents can be used for good and their treatment of others and their environment is respectful. 
Christy is not dismayed with COVID but he is with the state of our planet. He sees the destruction of our world as the root cause of just 
such a virus - the planet is resisting. If the planet is sick how can its people be healthy?.
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SERV: Salford Edmund Rice Volunteers
St Sebastian’s Community

My name is Suzannah Redmond, I am an ESOL teacher and 
Teacher trainer and coordinate a project called ‘Talk English’ 
in Salford.

I was fortunate to meet Ger, Tony and Jim back in 2017 when I 
started supporting the Brothers in delivering their ESOL classes. 
St Sebastian’s was always a lively and inspiring place to teach 
and I am privileged to be able to support them in their 
wonderful work.

St Patrick’s day 2020 was sadly the last day classes ran before the 
COVID-19 pandemic struck and forced us to close the Centre 
as the UK went into a National Lockdown. Prior to this date 
Tony, Ger and Jim were delivering English classes on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings to over 100 learners and 
supporting them with valuable advice and guidance.

In September 2020, my organisation, Train-to-TEFL, was 
fortunate to receive funding through the MHCLG (The Ministry 
of Housing, Communities and Local Government) and Salford 
City Council, to restart ‘Talk English’ classes. I immediately 
contacted Ger to ask if we could commence classes once more - 
their enthusiasm was incredible and thanks to their dedication 
to serve the local community, we were quickly able to restart the 
provision while the majority of local providers remained closed or 
were only delivering English online.

We are steadily starting to engage new and previous learners 
through Ger, Tony and Jim’s connections with local residents, 
council referrals, the Manchester ESOL advice service and
crucially, word of mouth. Learners quickly started telling friends, 
neighbours and family about the classes and bringing them along 
for an assessment.

We currently run five ‘Talk English’ classes at the Centre on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays with 48 learners enrolled since 
September. The classes are delivered by my wonderful team of 
qualified ESOL teachers, Katie Level, Isabel Pavlovic and Mike 
Spencer. Thanks to the Brothers’ flexibility and willingness to 
support the project, we have been able to open more classes as the 
demand has grown.

Whilst the classes are taking place, Ger is always present and 
available to assess new learners and ensure that the Community 
Room at the Centre is cleaned before and after each session and 
social distancing rules are maintained. Moreover, he is there to 
greet the learners and making them feel welcomed and at home.
We have a wonderfully diverse group of learners accessing English 
language classes at the Centre coming from all over the world. 
Countries include: Albania, Angola, Colombia, Egypt, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Greece, Guinea Bissau, Iran, Italy, Niger, Pakistan, 
Portugal, Romania, Syria  and Sudan. Over 15 different languages 
are spoken by our learners and we are delighted to be able to 
support them in developing their language skills.

Thanks to Ger, Tony and Jim, the learners have a place to learn 
English where they are welcomed with open arms and treated 
with respect and dignity. The Centre provides a focal point for the 
community. A warm and friendly environment where learners 
can improve their written and spoken communication skills, 
develop new friendships, grow in confidence and find support 
dealing with daily life. The Brothers are always on hand to assist 
the learners in completing complicated online forms, applying for 
passports and driver’s licences and dealing with everyday issues 
that they would struggle to cope with if it was not
for the Brothers’ unwavering love and support.

Back in March I was so relieved to get out of Lima before the 
national lockdown twenty-four hours later and yet I was 
disappointed that we had to suspend our Congregation 
Chapter midstream. 

I felt we were making good progress in listening to each other and 
getting a good picture of our Congregation today, in the context of 
world realities, ready to discern how to go forward.

Soon I was in Roke, an Oxfordshire village, guest of my sister, Cathy, 
and brother-in-law, Graham. I loved being with them and doing a bit 
of gardening, the daily walks and living family life. North, south, east 
and west - we walked along country lanes, byways and footpaths. We
took the time to watch Spring happen… the budding trees, the rooks 
busily building nests and the bluebells bursting with colour. 
We clapped the NHS on Thursdays and chatted with neighbours 
on VE Day. This was the longest time I had spent living with family 
members since joining the Brothers over fifty years ago - it was all a 
real blessing.

I was doing the first of two online lockdown courses. It was Results 
Based Management with a group of Edmund Rice development 
workers from India, the Philippines and Latin America. I really 
enjoyed the interaction and learned a basic message: think of the 
intended results before you start the activities and keep checking 
what you are doing in light of the end results. The course gave me a 
worthwhile focus for my energy and created new connections with
Edmund Rice people and mission globally. My project was how the 
Brothers in Luampa, western Zambia were working with 
village authorities to prevent COVID-19 from entering the 
village community.

I may have been “at home” in Oxfordshire but I became part of a 
growing network of people connected by Zoom and WhatsApp. 
Outstanding among these were the “Monday group” and the “Friday 
reflection”. On Mondays, fifteen or so Brothers from England, Ireland 
and Geneva share news, prayer and topics of the day such as the 
impact of the virus, how our community could improve, Black Lives 
Matter, Church and prayer during lockdown, Laudato Si and
the Season of Creation.

Never have I known Brothers share so regularly and honestly about
issues important to their lives. All the more amazing given our 
age profile. On Fridays I joined Edmund Rice Network people 
from England and Ireland in the 30-minute reflection and prayer 
Zoom led so creatively by Tom Murray. These sessions continue to 
deepen my faith and connect me with others sharing similar values 
and faith.

After twelve weeks I felt that it was time to return to living in a 
Brothers community. I was warmly welcomed by Ger, Jim and 
Tony into the St Sebastian’s Community in Salford. The Brothers 
here work with refugees and asylum seekers in numerous ways 
… teaching English, advising on forms and communications with 
government offices. Even during semi-lockdown, the 
communication never stopped, and I began to realise what a 
wonderful ministry was going on here. I also loved the community 
living - we cooked great meals, prayed, enjoyed favourite TV 
programmes and rejoiced when the Premier League started up 
again. I remain so grateful to my three Brothers for the five months 
with them which I shall never forget. Surprisingly Salford has huge 
areas of green space along the River Irwell where we could walk 
and I soon found new bird friends to watch, even the 
shy kingfisher.

During this time, I became more aware of the strength of the 
Edmund Rice Network in England. The Brothers ministry and life 
in Salford is so interconnected with Edmund Rice people. The 
collaboration enables the ministry with asylum seekers, refugees 
and local families to flourish. As the Salford Edmund Rice Camp 
2020 couldn’t happen, some of the leaders from Stoke came to de-
liver food parcels to local families. We even managed to patronise 
the local Eritrean café, socially distanced of course!

September was the “Month of Creation” and the climax of my 
second online course: Laudato Si Animators training. This free 
five-week course organised by the Global Catholic Climate
Movement was brilliant and I recommend to those interested the 
next one in March. 

Br Francis Hall 
2020 Manchester to Mongu
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Br Francis Hall 
2020 Manchester to Mongu

My real first name is ‘Iran’ like my country. 
Here, everyone calls me Raha. It is used as my 
‘pet name’ at home.

When I came here to the UK, everything scared me, especially a 
new language and the different people and their unknown culture. 
I didn’t have any friends. I remember staying for the first two weeks 
in a hotel because we didn’t have anywhere to live. After the hotel
we moved into temporary accommodation for six months and 
then once again we found ourselves homeless; we remained 
homeless for nearly three months. My life then was in turmoil and 
full of problems.

Eventually, we were given our flat - it was this time last year. I could 
at last make a home, and I was so happy because I began to think 
‘now everything is OK, I will get settled, I will go to college, I will 
be able to go out shopping.’ I met people and made friends. Then 
the darkness drew back over our lives in the shape of Corona Vi-
rus. This pandemic has affected everyone. For me it has been so, so 
bad because I had just begun to recover emotionally from fleeing 
my country, homelessness and I had begun to get my life back on 
track and I felt like the isolation set me right back. I was waiting 
around, like everybody, unsure of what to do or how to fill my time 
without lessons to attend or friends to see.

During the first lockdown I fell pregnant! I felt happy on the one 
hand and sad on the other; I was happy because I was going to 
have a new baby and at the same time, I was sad because I couldn’t 
go outside or share my good news with anyone as it was too 
dangerous. I worried a lot during the pregnancy; I did not 
understand the British health or maternity system, I wondered 
how the birth would go and I missed my mum and my sisters 
so much.

My daughter, Artemis, was born on 10th August, almost two weeks 
late, at Salford General Hospital. I coped well and my husband 
was with me but again I missed my parents and family so much at 
this time. After she was born, I spent a long time just holding and 
kissing my daughter and I cried from the bottom of my 
being - overcome with emotion.

Now I’m so happy being a mum and because we have a family; my 
daughter, my husband and me. I want to thank my husband for 
supporting me and helping me throughout this time, he’s a fine 
man. I also feel very lucky because I have a special friend; her name 
is Ann Nichols and I also have received great support from the 
Brothers here in Salford - Ger, and Tony and Jim.

Again, I was extending my network of global colleagues as well as 
learning a lot about climate change and “ecological conversion”. 
During this time, I found myself very much in sympathy with
Black Lives Matter and Extinction Rebellion events going on 
in Manchester.

I had been pondering my future ministry and location since last 
summer at a retreat in Taize. I was very aware of the people of 
western Zambia and the Brothers ministering there. Whilst 
mercifully cases of COVID remain low in Zambia, the systemic 
struggles of the rural poor persist, probably made worse by climate 
change. I knew of the projects with local farmers to increase their 
means of livelihood, the agricultural training courses for young 
adults and the teaching in a village community school. 
I remembered Gandhi’s talisman: “Recall the face of the poorest 
and the weakest man [woman] whom you may have seen, and ask 
yourself, if the step you contemplate is going to be of any use to him 
[her].” The call of Pope Francis for Religious to “move to the periph-
eries” had also been speaking to me.

I’m glad to be here in Zambia now, although missing everyone back 
home. I sense that God wants me here and I feel very blessed to 
have this opportunity. My months in semi-lockdown in England 
gave me a new sense of presence with so many people passionately 
committed to “the Edmund Rice thing”. I’m deeply grateful for this 
enforced reflection time. I’m sorry that I didn’t make it to meet so 
many old friends and go to Stoke and other places. As it is in the
ways of the Spirit, each person I connected with now gives me a 
deeper reason to be here. The often-quoted African saying: “I am, 
because we are” comes to mind. I would love to hear from anyone 
so that the connections can continue …

Francis Hall
sfhall@edmundrice.org

Raha’s Story
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Asylum Link News
Autumn 2020

One thing the Pandemic has perhaps given us an 
insight into, is what Asylum Seekers face: the 
unrelenting uncertainty and never being able to 
plan more than a couple of days ahead.

It’s a feeling of your life slowly unravelling, missing family and 
friends, unable to work and money getting tight. 

How could we have designed an Asylum Process that does 
exactly that?

In the autumn, the Government started evicting refused Asylum 
Seekers from their homes, without any consultation with local 
authorities or organisations who would have to pick up the pieces. 
In normal times dealing with homelessness is difficult, but in the 
middle of a pandemic, with all the subsequent risks to public
health, it seemed unthinkable. It was only stopped officially, 
through Judicial Review, many individual appeals and lobbying by 
vocal organisations.

Brexit is changing the Asylum System, and Britain is leaving 
European Legislation governing the movement of Refugees. 
With the death of a family in October, trying desperately to cross 
the Channel, we thought that the Government might change its 
approach and provide safe corridors for potential Refugees. Instead 
they have doubled down, arresting those making the journey.

www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/channelcross-
ings-migrant-boats-jailed-dinghies-smugglers-cps-b1722937.html

Perhaps sometimes it’s better to leave the big issues for a while and 
concentrate on the things you can fix or influence. Locally we have 
been extremely busy, and Emma and the Action Asylum Project got 
a mention in the House of Lords and, for a few hours at least,
were the top story on BBC2’s Autumn Watch. 

A lot of the comments were very supportive which gives you hope.

www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/natureuk/entries/10f5a79e-78b2-4e04-8c81-
2cfeffb56f6c

Outdoor activities in the autumn have included bike rides, some 
great sessions at the allotments, adventures at Beechley Stables and 
the beach cleans at Hoylake and Southport. 

There are more events planned, with tree planting in 
mid-December, possible sailing tuition with Shadow Wind CIC, 
and creative writing workshops with Be There Learning.

Asylum Link News
Autumn 2020

For every up there’s a down and at the beginning of October, 
COVID arrived in our building with three staff and one volunteer 
contracting the virus. Thankfully everyone is in the clear
and we’re now back to being vaguely open again. That shifted us 
from a skeleton crew to barely anyone in the office. It didn’t have 
too much effect as most of our current services are online or by 
phone, but it was hard going. Maintaining assistance to the 
destitute, we were able to shift from providing food (which Jan and 
the troops can tell you takes a lot of organising, bagging and 
delivering), to cash payments covering our period of isolation. It’s
thanks to the funding bodies being more flexible that we were able 
to do this.

Sr Kathleen and Sr Ruth are both officially stepping back from their 
volunteer roles at the centre. There is currently too much 
uncertainty and risk around people’s safety for them to attend and 
although it’ll be great to see them back at some point, for now it’s a 
bridge too far. Kathleen was one of the original founders of ALM 
and her legacy includes the thousands of people who have been 
helped by ALM over the past two decades.

As we head towards the end of the year, ALM is keeping on with 
much of what we have continued doing since March: casework 
continues with the team delivering around 100 sessions per week by 
phone. The ESOL classes are underway using Zoom and WhatsApp 
and we are trying to engage people in the hotels with translated 
guides to our services. The Homeless are still being fed and Jan 
and her band of helpers have done a fantastic job. And we’re still 
trying to get winter clothes to people: Babs, Ian, Kushi and Sue have 
worked like Trojans sorting and bagging. 

Thank you to everyone who keeps this rather 
strange but necessary show on the road.

Take care, Ewan 
Ewan Roberts. Centre Manager, Asylum Link Merseyside

If you’re struggling for social justice activities to run in 
school, why not book a slot to host the ‘Still Somebody’ 
Photographic Exhibition in your school?

The exhibition tells the true story of homelessness in 25 
powerful images. It comes with statistics, quotations and 
activities to allow students to better understand the issue and
begin to explore it more deeply. It reflects the pledge of Article 
25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that: 
“Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the 
health and well-being of himself and of his family, including 
food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social 
services.”

Usually, Tom would come into school with the exhibition’s 
coordinator, Cormac McArt from the Westcourt Centre in 
Belfast, to walk students of all ages through the images and
activities. Where this is not possible, a booklet has been 
produced which explains how to use the exhibition and how to 
run activities connected to it for students at various levels.

All you have to do to hold this exhibition in your school is to 
contact the Edmund Rice Office team who will organise the 
delivery of the images and materials to your school. 

St Joseph’s College will be using it in December and will aim 
to get all their students to see the images during a week-long 
exhibition. Previously, both St Anselm’s College and St Mary’s 
Prep have held the exhibition - it always has a profound impact 
on students and staff alike.



38 | PRESENCE The voice of Edmund’s people in the English Network | www.edmundriceengland.org PRESENCE The voice of Edmund’s people in the English Network | www.edmundriceengland.org | 39   

The Edmund Rice Family and Me
Keenen Haggerty 

My name is Keenen and I have been a 
member of the Edmund Rice family since 
2012. 

I live in Salford and became involved with the Network 
through  Brother Ger O’Connell’s Youth Club in 2012, eight 
years later, I am still here. 

The Network has provided me with a vast array of opportunities 
which, growing up in a very deprived area of Salford, would have
been difficult for me to access otherwise. I went from being a 
camp participant to leading the camps - and have led seven 
Edmund Rice Camps up to now. 

I have been part of the Youth Advocacy Weeks with other young 
people from Ireland and Northern Ireland, completed the ASIST 
Suicide Intervention training and also went on Domestic 
Immersion to Belfast looking at barriers in overcoming 
socio-economic barriers, and these are just some of the highlights.

I recently graduated with a Geography Degree from Keele 
University - upon graduating, I knew I needed to find a job 
working hands-on with vulnerable groups because of my
experience volunteering with Asylum Seekers and Refugees with 
Salford Edmund Rice Volunteers. 

This year I applied to become a Prison Custody Officer and I was 
delighted to get the job. When I began training for my new role, 
I felt I had a real advantage due to the skills I had obtained from 
my experiences with the ER Network; be it from working within 
large teams and using organisational skills during Edmund Rice 
Camps or from the principles and values I had acquired such as 
being respectful towards all walks of life regardless of ethnicity, 
religion, gender and sexuality. 

The Edmund Rice Network had undoubtedly given me a big 
advantage in my chosen career path.

The main transferable skill I found for my new role was from the 
ASIST Programme I participated in last October with Tom and 
Ann at ‘Woodeaves.’ Prison life can be a tough and challenging 
environment, self-harm and suicides are not uncommon, but the 
ASIST programme has given me the ability to ask those difficult 
questions, putting in place action plans which can save prisoners’ 
lives and even the lives of friends or family members. 

When I was trained by my company on suicide prevention, 
I found I already knew the answers, and this will be critical in my 
new role.

Blessed Edmund Rice famously said,
“have courage, the good seed will grow.” 

I hope I can continue to have the courage to sow these good seeds 
with the prisoners I will work with, who I hope to help with 
rehabilitation and to go on to become active members of society
again. It is only through continuing the work we all do in our 
communities, reaching out to those who have made mistakes and 
planting those good seeds that we can grow as a Network and 
become a modern-day Edmund Rice.

Thank you for reading,

Keenen Haggerty

The Westcourt Centre, Belfast
Impact of Lockdown

The Westcourt Centre’s outreach work with 
homeless services and social justice initiatives 
in schools have been severely impacted by the 
outbreak of Covid-19 and the subsequent 
‘Lockdown’.

Our weekly classes at Rosemount House, a support service for 
men that are impacted by issues of homelessness and addiction, 
have been put on hold for the foreseeable future because many of 
the residents there have underlying health conditions and are in 
the high risk category.

We were due to launch a Homelessness Youth Forum in March 
2020 with students from Edmund Rice Schools in Belfast and 
England scheduled to come together to attend a major conference
organised by the Northern Ireland Youth Forum. This was 
postponed until further notice. 

Annually in December, we hold a programme of activities to mark 
Homelessness Awareness Week including a public photographic 
exhibition and panel discussion looking at Homelessness from a
Human Rights perspective. These are well-attended and powerful 
events that give people affected by Homelessness a platform to 
have their voices heard as they can address politicians and
government agencies directly about their situation. 

We hope to be able to run these now sometime early next 
year instead.

Each year, we develop a Social Justice Action Plan for Edmund 
Rice schools to engage with local, international and ecological 
human rights campaigns. But given that our schools were closed 
for significant periods during Lockdown, their focus has to be 
on delivering the curriculum and making up for lost time so we 
thought it best to temporarily suspend this at present. However all 
has not been lost. We’ve been able to switch some of our activities 
online, particularly in terms of linking with the Edmund Rice 
Network in other regions.

As part of our role as coordinator for the Edmund Rice 
International NGO based in Geneva, we presented our model of 
advocating with the Homeless to more than 200 people in over 20 
countries throughout the world via Zoom.

We’ve set up a new initiative with the Edmund Rice Office in 
England and The Justice Desk in Cape Town. Every month on a 
Saturday morning we bring young people from Ireland, England, 
South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe together online for thematic 
workshops on human rights and social justice. To date we have 
discussed themes of Gender Based Violence, Human Trafficking 
and Mental Health Awareness.

We continue to connect with our colleagues in the Edmund Rice 
Office in England and the Edmund Rice Schools Trusts in Ireland 
to develop an Edmund Rice Student Leadership Certificate, 
an exciting new opportunity which should be available in the 
near future.
Cormac McArt 
Director, The Westcourt Centre
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Alumni News 
What are they up to now? 

After a very challenging year, being asked to write this has made 
me reflect on my journey up to this point, which has much to do 
with my involvement with the Edmund Rice family.

While attending St Ambrose College in Manchester, I was 
privileged enough to visit the Brothers and students in 
Sierra Leone which was a life-changing experience. I went on 
happily to study Theoretical Physics at the University of York but 
stayed in touch with the Network. 

Although the plan originally was to bury myself in academia and 
become a Physics lecturer, my experience with the Network had 
left me with a lingering feeling that I wanted to do something 
more useful to tackle the global injustices that my experiences 
had revealed to me.

Post-graduation, I became a support worker with students with 
disabilities while I figured out what I wanted to do next. I got back 
in touch with the Network and did the ERI Internship in Geneva 
working with the Brothers in engaging with the UN Human 
Rights Council. This really helped me understand how poverty 
isn’t just a financial problem but fundamentally a structural 
failing of society. This led me to do a master’s degree in Post-War 
Recovery Studies focusing on disability in Post-War Cambodia.

After getting quite burned-out and frustrated by the failings of 
the entire system of global development, I went back to being 
a support worker with students, where I felt that at least I was 
achieving some good.

(That’s not to say there aren’t brilliant people doing amazing 
work in the sector!). I then stumbled across the Civil Service Fast 
Stream and got accepted as a Government statistician.

I never really considered the Civil Service as a vocation but I’m 
beginning to think it may be mine. My first placement was in 
the Department of Education, creating statistics to inform policy 
around increasing diversity in the teaching population. I’m now 
working for the Welsh Government in creating a new research 
resource to support future agricultural policy.

While I do worry that I’m not as loud an advocate as I used to be 
in challenging injustice. I’m learning that there are many ways 
to make positive change. Ironically, I’ve ended up working very 
closely with the academics I’d written off years ago. 

Whilst I’m not allowed to be particularly politically active, 
I’m now using the great education that St Ambrose College 
provided me to really think about how society can be better and 
feed that knowledge into the government machine.

We would love to hear from other 
alumni and feature you in our magazine 

Get in touch and let us know what 
you are doing now

We are delighted to hear from Nick Webster, former pupil 
of St Ambrose College, Altrincham 

School News
A Word from the Governor!

A Word from the 
Governor! 
Sarah Scott, Chair of the Governing Board, 
St Joseph’s College

“Hope, pray and don’t worry” one of the popular 
sayings of St Padre Pio which we are reminded of by 
our Priest Chaplain and local Parish Priest, Father 
Michael Glover. Really apt words in this 
time of the COVID-19 pandemic, lockdown and 
tier restrictions. 

As we look forward during Advent this year, it’s going to be a very 
different Christmas for all. 

At St Joseph’s College I am very fortunate to Chair a very 
professional and committed Board of Governors. As a Company 
Director having a business background, I joined the board as a
Foundation Governor in 2012. It’s been a very interesting journey 
throughout, Chairing the Finance Committee, Pupil Discipline, 
becoming a Vice-Chair and now completing my first year in the 
role of Chair. It is understood that we are a collective, and that 
each of us has a voice, a very valuable voice. No matter how busy 
we get with family life, work, juggling of appointments, calendars, 
board meetings, training sessions, it really is a privilege to be able 
to give something back to this wonderful Edmund Rice school
community. I am incredibly grateful to both my family and my 
employer for allowing me the flexibility to carry out my duties.

I have learnt that there will be bumps in the road and however 
tough it gets, keep your faith and ask for help when you need to. 
Be a good listener, the saying ‘two ears, one mouth’ goes a long 
way. Asking the right questions is key, as is staying strategic, and 
not straying into the operational day-to-day. Most of all, always 
try to keep people at the very heart of what you do.

The students are fine ambassadors - they are wonderful. Whilst 
meeting the new Senior Prefect team virtually this year, I was 
incredibly impressed by their uncapped ambition. It is both 
heart-warming and impressive that they have not given up on 
their dreams, they are aiming as high as ever in spite of the 
immense challenges caused by the pandemic. They are such an 
inspiration; I am in awe.

Before the closure of schools in March to all but the children of 
essential workers, I already had a real respect for teachers. That 
respect increased exponentially when I found myself 
home-schooling my two youngest children, then aged ten and 
fourteen, and a real sense of relief that my oldest three children 
were now adults and beyond  school age. We are blessed and 
fortunate to have amazing staff at St Joseph’s College, always going 
above and beyond to seek the best possible outcomes for our stu-
dents. For that I am incredibly thankful, both as a parent and 
a governor.

Look after your own mental health and that of those around you. 
Reach out to others in any way you can, however big or small.

Remember... ‘Hope, pray and don’t worry’
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Dec 2020       Course Moderator: aiveen.mullally@mie.ie  
 

 
  

 EREBB Online Leadership Certificate Programme 2021 
 
The EREBB Leadership Certificate is an international online course developed by Edmund Rice 
Education Beyond Borders (EREBB), Edmund Rice Schools Trust (ERST) Ireland, and Marino 
Institute of Education (MIE). The course has been developed to support teachers, educators, 
leaders and those aspiring to leadership in Edmund Rice schools and educational communities 
to become advocates and proponents of inclusive and liberating education practices. It is an 
interactive, 20-hour course which participants can complete in their own time during a 
semester.  
 
The course is offered twice over the academic year (September – January and January - May). 
Since the programme began in 2017 there are over 100 graduates from the Edmund Rice global 
network from Australia, America, Canada, India, Ireland, Kenya, Northern Ireland, Peru, South 
Africa, Tanzania and Uruguay. The cost of the programme is €150 and a certificate is awarded 
upon completion.  
 
The programme offers the opportunity to connect with the global Edmund Rice Network and 
discuss insights and challenges together on various discussion fora throughout the programme 
related to Edmund Rice educational values, social justice and advocacy and spiritual leadership.  
 
For more information about the course or to register, click here.  
 

Enrolment is now open for the next round of the programme which opens on  
Dec 11th 2020 

Course start date: Jan 25th 2021  
Final assignment due: May 7th 2021 

Contact Aiveen.mullally@mie.ie for more information 
 

 

Planning Our Global Future
…Together

A similar process was conducted with Australian Principals on 
October 29th and the EREBB Global Education Taskforce on 
December 1st. Focus Groups will be conducted with our Latin
American, North American, Indian and African colleagues early 
2021. Following endorsement by the EREBB Leadership Forum, 
the new EREBB Priority Action Areas 2021-23 will be launched 
in March 2021.

We enter this process at the end of the extraordinary 2020, 
conscious of the continual challenges we still face, full of hope. 
As Rev Mpho Tutu shared at our most recent EREBB Zoominar,

“So, the hope that I offer you this morning is the 
hope that is literally embodied in your vocation as 
educators. The hope that God is constantly 
inviting you to be those people whose  wisdom is 
the wisdom of a listening heart, whose vocation 
will be affirmed again and again, who are 
constantly called into discerning God’s voice and 
God’s path for you. And sometimes you feel that 
the whole apple cart has been kicked over and you 
have been thrown into chaos. But know that in the 
mist of chaos, God’s still small voice is discernible. 

So, I invite you to hold fast to that vocation of 
constant discernment, of constant listening for 
the voice of God to lead you in the ways that you 
must go.”

We invite you to participate in this important process and add 
your voice to building EREBB over the next three years.
As Rev Mpho Tutu shared at our most recent EREBB Zoominar,

Edmund Rice Education Beyond Borders Priority 
Actions 2021-2023

Ray Paxton. EREBB Convenor - Strategy (National Director - 
Edmund Rice Education Australia)

As one of the most extraordinary years in our lifetimes comes 
to an end, we can reflect on the challenges of this time. This is 
important to do. However, some positive shoots have grown out 
of this year. One of these is the engagement of many of our staff 
from around the world with each other through EREBB. This has 
also enabled people to share their hopes and possibilities for the 
future of our global education movement. Six years ago, leaders 
representing Edmund Rice education across the globe gathered 
in Nairobi, Kenya to establish an inclusive International Network 
of Edmund Rice educational communities. This movement was 
inspirationally led by the EREBB Leadership Forum representing 
all our regions. Six years later, strategic priorities, extraordinary 
relationships and partnerships have been established through 
extensive travel, immersion and human interaction.

As 2020 comes to a close, we are now invited and challenged to 
imagine a future filled with uncertainty but characterised by hope 
and the powerful need for connection. The EREBB Leadership 
Forum has begun a process of consultation around the strategy 
for EREBB over the next three years. Groups of school leaders 
from around the world have started to gather to vision 
these possibilities.

On October 1st, I met with our EREBB leaders in England, 
Ireland and Northern Ireland to begin this process. 

The follow questions were addressed:

• In what ways has EREBB influenced the Edmund Rice story?

• What challenges and opportunities are emerging during the  
   COVID experience?

• How has the global network of EREBB been of benefit to you, 
   your school and your educational network?

• What word comes to mind when you consider the impact 
   of EREBB?
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GuestSchool 
from our Global Edmund Rice Network

CBC St John’s, Cape Town
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It is difficult to summarise my thoughts 
around lockdown owing to the fact that, 
just like everyone else, I have had so many 
of them!” 

In an effort to keep it brief, I will say that my overwhelming 
thought and feeling throughout this whole period of time has 
been one of thankfulness for the people I work with. I was
fairly confident before the pandemic that I had a very good staff 
team, but the events that unfolded from March 23rd 2020 ensured 
that I was in no doubt that I work with quite a remarkable group 
of people.

From shutting the school and providing remote learning, to 
opening for children of key workers, then partially reopening 
for some year groups and on to a full reopening, they conducted 
themselves above what I could have expected. Irrespective of their 
personal circumstances, we had emails and phone calls to families 
every single day, open through the holidays and bank holidays 
and even out in their own cars delivering packs of work to
children.

At no point has any staff member given me anything other than 
their full support and willingness to ensure the very best for 
our school family. They did not even grumble too much when I 
extended the final half term by a week and a half!

It has been a time in which decision-making skills have been 
tested and I can honestly say that without the team I work 
alongside, what we achieved as a school would not have been
even 10% possible.

Mr J Webster
Headmaster, St Mary’s Prep School, Liverpool

In a 28-year career, I can honestly say that 
I have seen nothing like what the last nine 
months have brought. 

We are simultaneously utterly drained, immensely proud, 
anxious,standing strong, hopeful, united and every emotion in 
between. There is a steep learning curve, there is an impossible 
learning mountain - and then there is this. Here are a couple of 
things I have learned leading our school at this time.

The importance of information - By March, everyone was full of 
questions “Will we have to close this week or next?” “What will 
happen about exams?” “Will there be a lockdown?” as if
I had access to a secret store of information that staff, and parents 
couldn’t see. I realised that we all just wanted someone to give us 
clear, unambiguous certainty and this was in very short supply. 
So, it fell to Headteachers be that figure for our communities.

The strength of community - from providing PPE for local 
hospitals to covering for absent colleagues and supporting one 
another to discover new ICT skills - the community is facing
this as one strong body. And Headteachers too have shared ideas, 
written joint policies, ironed out challenges and supported 
one another.

The spirit of togetherness - when school closed we went out to say 
goodbye to students playing the school song, during lockdown 
we made videos for staff and students to say hello to one another, 
when I sent out assembly videos, students wrote back to tell me 
what they thought, when students returned we flew the flag to 
celebrate that this was no longer just a building - now it was a 
school again and then we made a video in the first few weeks to
show what life is like here at the moment. Being together 
really matters.

Keeping the faith - when pupils left in March, we said the Irish 
Blessing “And until we meet again, may God hold you in the 
palm of his hand” and our prayer was answered when we came 
back together in September. In the incredibly challenging days of 
November, we have to draw strength from our faith, to trust in 
God’s plan, to give thanks for the hope of the vaccine and to find 
joy in every chance moment. The beauty of nature has never been 
so apparent as it has this year, and I think we understand better 
than ever how vital it is to be stewards of this Earth.

Yes - this has been a challenge like no other but time staying 
safe at home, moments shared with family on Zoom, snatched 
conversations with colleagues and the smiling faces of pupils
have also filled this time with fun, joy, hope and love.

Melissa Roberts, Headteacher, St Joseph’s College, Stoke

Headteachers Reflect on 
their Schools in times 
of COVID

Like all other schools, we have been operating 
very differently this academic year in line with 
the DfE guidance published in early July and then 
updated on the bank holiday weekend before 
we returned to school in September! 

Of course, schools weren’t ever fully closed as we remained open for our 
most vulnerable students as well as children of key workers from March.

Despite the challenges, there have been many positives to share and
celebrate. Staff have been incredibly understanding of the changes that 
have needed to be made, despite the difficulties caused to workload, 
particularly with the students in bubbles and staff having to move for 
each lesson. In addition, the introduction of live and streamed lessons
has created a whole new way of working but the adaptability and 
understanding of staff has allowed us to implement new ideas and
indeed methods of working which we might well take on board once
 we get to the other side of this pandemic. For example, the use of 
software such as Zoom, and Microsoft Teams has allowed meetings 
which would normally be held off site to be accessed from school and 
often being more efficient. Just last night we had our first
Parents’ Evening using new software and that has been a success and 
well received by both parents and staff - so there is hope for the future there.

The students themselves have been a real credit to the school. We can’t 
underestimate the impact COVID has had on them, particularly initially with 
restrictions on seeing their friends and extended family members. Isolation/
lockdown is so unnatural for teenagers and many will have struggled to adapt and 
understand the gravity of the measures that were put in place.

Returning to the school environment after many months off site was always going 
to be emotional as well given that there will have been a sense of normality being 
restored after such a torrid few months. We have increased our support for the 
boys’ mental health and been understanding of the challenges they will 
have faced in adapting to the new systems, but they have been 
absolutely brilliant!

We know that we have faced unprecedented 
circumstances and challenges, but we’ve also
witnessed the power of community and 
relationships as well as the strength of the 
human spirit. 

I hope all our Edmund Rice schools and 
communities across the globe are coping 
well and seeing light at the end of the
 tunnel. We will keep you all in our 
prayers.

Mr Dermot Rainey
Principal, St Ambrose College,
Altrincham
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ER DEBATING
COMPETITION

2021

 Senior School Teams in Yrs 10 & 12 

Weds 27 Jan 

1pm-3.30pm via Zoom

for rules and motions & 

to register your teams 

contact: annnichols.ero@gmail.com

ITS GONEITS GONE
VIRTUALVIRTUAL

Mpho Tutu van Furth
Hope Leadership in Education

Leading during COVID-19

On 15 October, 2020, Edmund Rice educational leaders from 
across 15 countries gathered online to share about leading schools 
during these challenging times. We were joined by Rev Mpho Tutu 
– educator, peacemaker, faith leader – who shared about Hope 
Leadership in Education during the Pandemic. 

This online gathering gave the opportunity to meet with other 
senior leaders from across the world and shared how they have 
been leading schools during this time, ranging from the practical 
to the profound.

Mpho Tutu van Furth

In collaboration with her father, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
Mpho Tutu van Furth has written and spoken widely about the 
ideal of hope in the midst of despair. 

Mpho Tutu van Furth was born in London, England. She is 
a preacher, teacher, writer and retreat facilitator, and is an 
Episcopal priest.
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HeadSpace
‘Cut me and I bleed purple!’ is a phrase I 
have heard being said at many past pupil 
dinners I have attended at St Edward’s 
College over the years. 

When I left St Edward’s Sixth Form in July 1996, never for one 
minute did I think that I would be returning to walk through the 
neighbouring gates of Runnymede that had I passed every day, 
as Headteacher. 

My initial career path led me to a role that many of my friends 
saw as glamourous and exciting; I became a Marketing Manager 
for one of the UK’s leading business-to-business publication 
companies. Visiting the Houses of Parliament and entertaining 
potential advertisers and clients was part and parcel of my 
role as was staying in many of London’s 4* hotels at the 
company’s expense!

However, life was not as glamourous as it seemed! There was 
always something missing in my life, a shadow over my bright 
future, a ‘calling’, some may say, to a do a greater good. Growing 
up as a child I had always wanted to be a teacher. I had had so 
many wonderful role models at school who inspired me; teachers 
who had gone above and beyond the call of duty to help me.
So, during my annual leave, I took the opportunity to volunteer 
in a local primary school and the rest, as they say, is history! It’s 
strange to think how the Edmund Rice Network and philosophy 
has been a consistent light in my life that I have been destined to 
follow. It has always been there, subtly glimmering away in
the background.

My grandfather was born and raised in Waterford, my father 
attended both Runnymede Prep and St Edward’s College, my 
brother and sister attended St Edward’s too. As a teacher and in 
subsequent school leadership roles, the last ten years of my career 
have been spent working in inner-city, multi-cultural primary 
schools in Liverpool. 

As Deputy Head at St Anne’s, Overbury Street, the children there 
kindly invited each year to take part in the Edmund Rice Summer 
Camps. My last school, where I was Headteacher was in the top 
10% of deprivation nationally and strangely, the educational 
philosophy that I developed there, was so closely matched to that 
of Edmund Rice and the foundation for which he built his schools 
that when the position of Headteacher at the new Runnymede 
St Edward’s Catholic Primary School was advertised I knew it was 
time for the light that had been glimmering in the background, 
calling to me slowly over time, to finally shine bright like a 
diamond. I knew this was my calling. 

This was my chance to live out this calling on a daily basis, to 
respond to a philosophy that had been deep-rooted and 
ever-present in my own upbringing.

It is a calling to pass the Edmund Rice Charism on to the next 
generation of children who have their whole lives ahead of them.
Whilst many would say that to begin a new Headship during 
times of worldwide pandemic was a less-than ideal time to start, 
I would, with hindsight, respond to say that in fact there could not 
have been be a more perfect time for me to begin this challenging 
journey and follow in the footsteps of Blessed Edmund Rice.

Miss Kate Peaston, Headteacher 
Runnymede St Edward’s Catholic Primary School

Schools News
St Aidan’s Catholic Academy, Sunderland

St Aidan’s Catholic Academy, 
Sunderland  

School opened for staff on the 1st of September with 
an Inset Day. We brought along with us a multitude of 
emotions; happiness, worry, fear and many more. Year 7 
students started on the 2nd September. We were particularly 
worried for them as they missed so much. They did
not get the opportunity to say goodbye to their primary 
schools, and then they had to begin learning in a new 
school. They, however, showed infinite resilience and settled 
very well into new routines.

We reached out to Year 6 students with the virtual Open 
Evening. We are always very eager to tell our prospective 
students all about us so they can make an informed choice 
when choosing their secondary school.

Our students joined in the virtual assembly delivered by 
CAFOD themed: ‘The World We Want’ and followed on 
with their own pledges. Their commitment to support 
CAFOD initiatives was enormous and they decided to 
donate money to World Gifts.

Year 7 students went to Borrowdale Valley to climb their 
mountain. This was because we climb our own mountain 
every day, we become better with every step, and the trip 
was just the perfect introduction to our school values of 
hard work, trust and fairness. Every year
staff take many photos of this climb. This year we had a 
beautiful comment from one of our students: “Everyone 
wants to live on top of the mountain, but all the happiness 
and growth occurs while you’re climbing it.”
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St Aidan’s always supports Macmillan events, and we were not going to miss the Macmillan 
Coffee Morning. 

Our core value of fairness towards people in need took over and we raised £412.50.

The students have been working very hard throughout the academic year, the photo of the Maths book reflects the positive 
attitudes of our students.

We broke up in October with a staff retreat. Staff had the opportunity to join in a socially distanced trip to Holy Island to follow 
in St Aidan’s footsteps, or remain at home with reflection materials guiding them through Bible journaling.

October was very busy for us; we were collecting gifts and shoe boxes to donate to Operation Christmas Child. Our boxes are 
going to Belarus this year. We made 60 boxes and raised £130. We are very happy knowing that our hard efforts will make some 
children smile.

Concerned about our common home, we planted trees in our community and in November we celebrated Remembrance 
Sunday and as always made it possible for students to write the names of their lost family members.

We are entering Advent with many activities and opportunities for prayer which we are very excited about. Most of all, we are 
very excited to work with our students and parents/carers who support us at all times with statements like these:

“We really appreciate the time and effort that has gone into making sure we were still able to have a parents’ 
evening this week. Each teacher provided us with a valuable update on Oliver’s progress and we are so happy 
with how he has settled in and with the progress he is making in each subject. Thank you so much to everyone 
involved.”

“I just wanted to thank all staff for everything you are doing. Our sons feel very safe coming to school and my 
son has settled very well thanks to you, despite the fact there wasn’t much chance for transition due to COVID.”

“The virtual parents’ evening was seamless and something which made the whole experience much easier and 
more effective for parents. Thank you to all staff for that.”

Schools News
St Aidan’s Catholic Academy, Sunderland

Schools News
St Ambrose College, Altrincham

Collections for the Refugees and the Homeless

In early October the Year 12 pupils embarked on gathering 
hygiene products for SERV. This was the result of a request by the 
Christian Brothers who run the charity in Salford who felt that 
the refugees and the homeless had need for such products. 

The Year 12 students gathered deodorants, wipes, soaps, 
shampoo, face cloths and sanitiser, as well as the obligatory masks 
and gloves. We look forward to continuing to aid others within 
the community. In addition, Year 12 will launch a Christmas 
collection which they will undertake in early December.

St Ambrose College, Altrincham

New Member of SLT at St Ambrose College

In May this year Mr Stephen Brady was appointed as a 
new member of the SLT at the College. 

He has come to the College from Liverpool where he was a 
member of the SLT at Liverpool College on Mossley Hill in 
South Liverpool. One of his roles is to work as the Senior 
Leader attaché  between ERI and SAC. 

He has already shown great enthusiasm setting up the 
presentations by ERI to the Year 12 students and inspiring 
the Year 12s to gather hygiene products for the Salford 
based charity SERV. In addition, he has been working with 
Colette Halkon from St Joseph’s parish St Vincent de Paul 
in developing links between the St Ambrose Edmund Rice 
Student leadership and ‘Young Vinnies’.

MacKensie Williams, Edmund Rice 
Ambassador, St Ambrose College

This year, in the St Ambrose College Edmund Rice Group we 
are excited at the opportunity for another year of advocacy. 

Last year we focused mainly on plastic pollution and are 
continuing the battle to become a plastic-free school. With
 the challenge of year group bubbles due to the pandemic, 
we have been trying our hardest to host activities for the  
students to take part in but hope we can overcome this 
challenge and do the best we can.

“Concern for the whole person” is a large focus of our 
advocacy this year, as we are partnering with the Prefect 
Leadership Team to take the Black Lives Matter movement into 
the school, by improving the racism section of the school’s 
bullying policy and looking for other ways to promote toler-
ance in our school. 

To reduce the number of plastics being used in the school, 
we will be looking at ways to reopen the water fountains, which 
have been barred to reduce the spread of COVID-19 between 
year bubbles, so that fewer students are buying plastic water 
bottles. We will also be looking at ways we can work with the 
catering team to use less plastic at lunches.

Did you know that 300 kg 
of plastic enter the world’s 
oceans every second?

#ERPlasticFree
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Schools News
St Edward’s College

St Edward’s College

Here at St Edward’s College, the Edmund Rice 
Advocacy group still remains one of the most
popular extra-curricular activities in the College 
Sixth Form, even with the Coronavirus pandemic.

Despite the limitations of what we can do in the club, it’s clear that 
we’re still prepared to do what work we can for local charities that 
are still working to help people in this difficult time. We’re also 
delighted to welcome the new cohort of Year 12 members to
the group. This fantastic commitment is what keeps Edmund Rice 
Advocacy alive and thriving no matter what the circumstances.

In spite of local restrictions within the region and school, we had 
the amazing opportunity to launch our annual Hope+ food bank 
collection for the first part of Advent term. This appeal usually takes 
place at the Metropolitan Cathedral, as part of the school Mass to 
celebrate the Feast of St Edward. Wonderfully, the school 
community, without fail showed its strong sense of togetherness, 
and we collected over 640 food items for Hope+. We would like to
thank the pupils, staff, parents and carers for their commitment to 
uphold this tradition in these difficult times.

Similarly, our most recent appeal for the Whitechapel Centre to 
help homeless people, ‘Socktober’, requested donations of pairs of 
socks for the homeless in Liverpool, who are so vulnerable at 
this time.

The annual ‘Red Wednesday’ campaign is also coming up on the 
25th November, where we show solidarity with those religiously 
persecuted, a huge tragedy in modern society. Pupils, students and 
staff (provided they donate £1,) will be able to wear red, and be part 
of an international stance of unity. This is always a hugely successful 
campaign every year, and we look forward to launching the 
appeal shortly

Along with this, we’re also currently brainstorming ideas for a 
service to remember the faithful departed of our community, 
as well as praying for those who are sick, or families affected by the 
current situation. We are also devising ways to herald Advent and 
the Christmas season, liturgically and looking at ways in which we 
can make a difference, whilst continuingly adhering to health and 
safety guidelines.

We are all tremendously excited to continue with our work 
throughout the year, despite the uncertainty, and to uphold the 
good actions that form one of the fundamental pillars of our
school community.

We continue to hold daily prayer services and weekly Masses in the 
Chapel of St Clare, which are filmed and shown to all classes during 
Monday in Form time; Holy Communion being distributed after 
school for those who have participated in the online Mass that
morning. Living out our College motto, “Courage Through Faith” 
has never been more important.

Tegan Quinn
Head Sacristan, Key member of the Edmund Rice Advocacy 
Sixth Form Group

Schools News
St Edward’s College

Maroun Mourani

The St Edward’s College community has been devastated by the 
death, from COVID-19 of its beloved French teacher 
Mr Maroun Mourani. 

The tributes below give a sense of what an exceptional teacher and 
wonderful man Mr Mourani was. The condolences of our Network 
go out to all his family, students and colleagues past and present 
who will miss him so much.

From Stephen Morris, Principal:

Everyone in the school family will feel deep grief at this news. 
Mr Mourani, appointed by my predecessor John Waszek, 15 years 
ago, has inspired the love and devotion of generations of pupils, 
parents and staff. He was proud to work at St Edward’s College and 
loved the school. He had an authentic care for his pupils and took 
his role as a teacher seriously; someone who would willingly go 
above and beyond by giving much personal time to school trips, 
coaching basketball and other activities  beyond the classroom. 
He was a ‘schoolmaster’ in the classical and best sense,  a nurturer, 
enabler and encourager of the young. He was a man of deep faith, 
and indeed one of his former pupils, now a priest, was able to 
anoint him and pray at his side in these last days of his life. Many 
have kept a vigil of prayer for him, both within school and beyond. 
Not only is the school going to be a much poorer place without 
him, but the world at large has lost a ‘good man’.

The school held a Requiem Mass for him, said by Fr Taras 
Khomych, the School Chaplain. It was available via video link, an 
act of prayer which Mr Mourani would have considered 
very valuable.

Assembly dedicated to Mr Mourani
https://vimeo.com/477993694?fbclid=IwAR0pNG6PwpKZvl-
Qich0OolwTJe4D0w9SQPEtpEIid9wls65xfyJPh3v-7

From Online Condolences:

• Mr Mourani was such a character, full of joy, always. We mourn 
  his loss in our home this evening, he has left an indelible 
  impression on all our hearts
• Brilliant, inspirational and enthusiastic French teacher
• Humble man, beautiful soul
• Unfailing commitment and dedication to the College, a credit   
  to his profession great sense of humour and a genuine passion 
  for education
• He brightened any student’s day!
• Such an incredible teacher and person, who inspired and 
  brought happiness to so many people! I feel so thankful to have 
  been taught by him, and for his enthusiasm, passion and care 
  for, and for always believing in me, and all of us! He is such a
  special and lovely person who will be greatly missed in school,
• He embodied everything that St Edwards is
• Mr Mourani was a teacher like no other. The laughter echoed in 
  our classroom. He brought so much humour and enjoyment to 
  learning. He had such a positive impact on my education
• Perhaps the most difficult news of 2020. Mr Mourani was a   
  teacher like no other. I can’t think of a single lesson in which he 
  didn’t put a smile upon my face with his brilliant humour and 
  persistent positive outlook on every day. He was completely
  committed to helping all of his students
•The best teacher I ever had. A lot of ex pupils are in mourning
•He always had the most wonderful and beautiful things to say to 
  those around him.

Liverpool Basketball Club Executive Tommy Walsh said: “I first met Maroun in early 2015, he came to watch some of 
Sefton’s games, and we got chatting. He told me taught French at St Edward’s in West Derby and he was from Beirut. He studied 
French and English at university in Liverpool. 

He told me he used to play basketball when he was slimmer. We told him about walking basketball and that we had a team that had 
just won a tournament in Surrey, maybe that could be something he would like? He nearly snatched my hands off. 

He attended every session, and you could tell he had played before - he thoroughly enjoyed it. What a fantastic supporter of both 
Sefton Stars and Liverpool Basketball Club, he really was passionate about basketball.

He took his coaching qualifications in Manchester and with Tony Walsh at Liverpool. He was trying for so many years to encourage 
pupils to play at St Edward’s and eventually got himself a school team to compete in the Isle of Man.”
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Schools News
St Ambrose Preparatory School

St Ambrose Preparatory School

St Ambrose Preparatory School goes 
Co-educational

The Trustees of St Ambrose Preparatory School have 
announced the school will become coeducational from 2021, 
welcoming boys and girls aged 3 - 11.

Headmaster, Frank Driscoll, revealed the news to parents of the 
Catholic school in Hale Barns and said: 

“We’re delighted to offer families of both girls and boys an 
opportunity to be part of our wonderful, caring community.

By extending our rich and diverse education, we will be able to 
provide a family-based school which can serve daughters and 
sons together.”

Currently the only independent Catholic prep school for boys in 
the country outside of London, Mr Driscoll added: 

“This is an exciting moment in the school’s 70-year history and 
one that has been carefully considered over several years. We 
continue to be committed to providing our pupils with a secure, 
stimulating environment in which they can flourish and believe 
that becoming co-educational will enable boys and girls to work 
together, respect each other, form friendships and better prepare 
them for the future. 

We strongly believe that with men and women working and so-
cialising together, we need to equip the next generation of young 
people with the skills to thrive and develop in our diverse society.

Being part of a co-educational community can promote respect 
and understanding and enable the pupils to express themselves in 
a mixed environment.”

The school will initially admit girls from 3 to 9 years old from 
January 2021, with those aged 10 and 11 able to join the school 
from September.

Chair of Governors, Mark Butler, commented: 

“St Ambrose Preparatory School has a long tradition of providing 
its pupils with a warm and focused educational environment and 
we are excited to offer this opportunity to families of boys 
and girls.”

Schools News
St Anselm’s College

St Anselm’s College

Heart4Refugees

Our Sixth Form students, led by the SVP Committee, have been 
collecting warm clothes and footwear for the refugees and 
asylum seekers currently housed at the Holiday Inn in Hoylake and 
supported by local churches, who provide entertainment, food and 
English language lessons. Many of them, like Mohammed from 
Somalia, have endured harrowing journeys across deserts and seas 
to arrive in the UK with only the clothes they stand up in. 
The English autumn is quite a challenge for them!

We are working with the Heart4refugees charity to help them 
through the winter. They have asked us to provide(new) u
nderwear, socks and toiletries for them. The College SVP is leading 
this campaign, inspired by our motto “Turning concern into 
Action.” We would be grateful for any donations which should be 
sent to Miss Long or Mrs Lennon at the College. The photo shows 
Miss Long with Kathy Vesey from Heart4refugees, Mohammed and 
our Sixth Form SVP Committee.

The COVID-19 restrictions are making it more difficult for our 
students to pursue their charity and outreach efforts for local 
homeless and disadvantaged people, but this is a local issue where 
we could really make a difference to the lives of those less fortunate 
than ourselves.

Simon Duggan, Headmaster, St Anselm’s College, Wirral

Boys raise over £1200 for St. John’s Hospice, 
Wirral

Two Year 10 students, Luke and Cohen, must be applauded 
for their fund-raising achievements this term. 

They raised money for Wirral St John’s Hospice by running 
100km during the month of October and the final total raised 
was £1210:19.

Luke Hyland: “In September, I wanted to do more charity work. 
I did “Brave the Shave” in 2018 and raised £624:75, also 
completing events for Clatterbridge Cancer Charity in 2019, 
raising £470. I wanted to run 100km across the month of 
October for St John’s Hospice, as my next challenge. In June 
2020, I sadly lost my mum to cancer. St John’s Hospice gave her 
everything she needed to pass peacefully, with her family sup-
porting her. The charity relies completely on public donations 
and with the strain of COVID 19, I wanted to give something 
back. I also wanted to prove to other people that there is a way 
out of Mental Health issues and you can convert negative energy 
into something positive. My friend Cohen helped me on this 
charitable mission, and together we raised £1487:49.”

Cohen Holsgrove: “I engaged in this charity challenge to 
support Luke as he recently lost his mum to cancer. I also did 
this for my Aunt who was diagnosed with cancer. A quotation 
which really helped us complete this and that we gained 
inspiration from was, Don’t judge people based on what they 
have but what they give.’”

Would you like to donate? 

Follow this link… 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/LukeHyland3
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Schools News
Runnymede St Edward’s Catholic Primary

Runnymede St Edward’s Catholic Primary

Some enormous changes have happened at our 
school over the past few months. 

We have gone from being an independent preparatory school to a 
voluntary aided school. This has meant that we have had over 100 
new pupils join our Runnymede family!

Our former Headteacher, Mr Bradley Slater left to join a new 
school and we welcome Miss Kate Peaston as our new Head. 
Welcome to Miss Peaston, this has obviously been a difficult time 
to begin a new school as it is hard to get to know everyone when 
you can’t gather in groups and from behind a mask.

We decided that a great way to see what our classes have been 
getting up to is through our displays and creative work. We hope 
you enjoy seeing the themes of our work and our efforts in 
making these displays.

Displays at Runnymede:
During the autumn term children in all year groups have been 
focusing on the themes of looking after each other, friendship and 
kindness. They have been thinking about what kindness and 
friendship mean, and how we can take care of each other as best 
we can in these difficult times. The displays around school reflect 
the work we’ve been doing and are really giving everyone a lift as 
they move around the school.

We have collected harvest and Christmas food donations for 
Nugent Care, a local charityvery close to our hearts. We held a 
Macmillan coffee morning with a difference – children brought 
£1 donations and enjoyed cookies and juice in their class bubbles. 

During Remembrance we remembered those who have died in 
conflict, and created some beautiful, poignant display work to 
remind us of their sacrifice.

Here are some thoughts from Year 5 children:

Olivia Wade ‘In December we are making Christmas food ham-
pers to spread joy to other people across Liverpool – as a school 
we support our local charities and communities.’

Orlaith Lunny ‘We have been reaching out to others in the spirit 
of Edmund Rice – since September we have donated food and 
money to charities, and we remember that our support is needed 
more than ever.’

Schools News
St Joseph’s Preparatory School

St Joseph’s Preparatory School

Being a CLAY School

In January 2019, with the support and encouragement of 
Mr and Mrs Otter from ‘Potclays’, St Joseph’s Preparatory 
School decided to become a CLAY School.

It was a great year to join, as the British Ceramics Biennial were 
just embarking on an ambitious project called 
‘The Cast of Thousands’, which saw thousands of children from
across Stoke-on-Trent make clay figures of themselves. These 
were exhibited across four sites - Spode, World of Wedgwood, 
Potteries Museum and Middleport Pottery - and were one of the 
highlights of the BCB Festival 2019.

As a member of CLAY School, St Joseph’s have been able to send 
two members of staff to various workshops and CPD sessions. 
As CLAY ambassadors, Mrs Parrish and Miss Kent have had the 
opportunity to learn about various glazing techniques and how 
to fire pots, whilst having the chance to meet up with teachers 
from other local schools to share ideas for future projects.

Our partnership with ‘Potclays’ has continued this year despite 
lockdown and COVID 19, and whilst we have been unable to get 
out and about this term, we have certainly tried to stay creative 
with clay! Prep 5 have made monkeys as part of their Art project 
‘South and Central American Art’. 

During Multicultural Week, Prep 5 made Gurdwaras, Prep 4 
made Diva lamps and Prep 3 have made mezuzahs and dreidels. 
Most recently Prep 3 enjoyed creating tiles using Egyptian 
stencils as part of their Art topic about Ancient Egypt.
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Schools News
St Joseph’s Preparatory School

Reverse Advent Calendar

The whole school have got behind our advent charitable campaign 
which is to bring in food and essential household items each day 
throughout a whole month - our ‘Reverse Advent Calendar’. 

Classes been very busy organising their donations that are being 
distributed to Stoke-on-Trent Churches Night Shelter and to the 
Alice Pantry. Thank you to all families who have kindly donated. 

On certain days the collections have been:
2700 teabags
18 bags of sugar
and 14 jars of coffee in one day!

On Friday 27th November, we collected:
99 bars of chocolate
24 packets of sweets
9 selection boxes
8 boxes of chocolates

Schools News
St Joseph’s Preparatory School

St Joseph’s Prep - School Governor, 
Dr Marisa Greene

St Joseph’s Prep is very proud of parent and school governor 
Dr Marisa Greene on her recent appointment as President of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

You can watch this clip of her television interview; it shows she 
is a true inspiration. Dr Greene is breaking down barriers as the 
first black person to take on this role. She hopes to inspire 
younger generations of black students to become vets. 

“If you can’t see it, you can’t be it.”

We wish her every success in her role as President.

https://fb.watch/279DADBEFm/

Schools News
St Mary’s Preparatory School

St Mary’s Preparatory School

Macmillan Coffee Morning

To mark this big annual country-wide event, our children all 
brought in a slice of their favorite cake and a cupcake to eat at 
break and were asked to bring in a donation.

A huge thank you to the children and parents who generously 
donated to Macmillan Cancer Support’s Coffee Morning. 

We raised an amazing £530 which will help fund the crucial
 work of Macmillan, and in turn help those diagnosed and living 
with cancer.
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Schools News
St Mary’s Preparatory School

Our Network’s close association with the 
Whitechapel Centre has continued this term with
some of our schools, including St Mary’s Prep 
joining in the ‘Socktober’ campaign. 

Why socks? 

Well, most people who become homeless have very few items of 
clothing and it is really hard to keep them clean. For example, the 
Whitechapel shelter only has one washing machine. 

Donating items of underwear and comfortable clothing helps enor-
mously for people to feel clean and warm - something we take for 
granted. Follow the work of the Whitechapel Centre 
@WhitechapelLiv on social media.

St Mary’s Prep families managed to donate over 250 pairs of socks 
to the Whitechapel Centre collected during the month of October! 

Hettie Miles, our link fundraising coordinator and great friend of 
the Edmund Rice Network from the centre was delighted with the
children’s efforts.

Virtual Art Gallery

This term, Year 3 children at St Mary’s Prep enjoyed a very 
exciting art experience via Zoom.

The children participated in a Zoom call which transported them 
into the National Art Gallery in Central London! 

The children enjoyed seeing and learning about a variety of
artworks that depicted famous characters from myths and 
legends. 

The children discussed what they liked about the paintings and 
loved the exciting stories which had inspired each artist. 

The students listened intently to the gallery’s learning 
co-ordinator, shared their thoughts and ideas and participated in 
a variety of activities based on the incredible art.

Remembrance Day

The whole school joined together in the playground to observe 
the two minutes silence on 11th November at 11am. 

Both the Prep and the College observe this each year,

Schools News
St Mary’s Preparatory School

Anti-Bullying Week

During Anti-Bulling Week, Year 1 watched a short clip from the 
film, ‘For the Birds.’ 

The children identified the message behind the video, and they 
recognised that the smaller birds were being unkind to the big bird. 

They discussed how this might have made the big bird feel and they 
applied this to real life situations. The children then explored this 
year’s theme of ‘unity’- creating their own jigsaw pieces to 
recognise that, whilst we all have our unique strengths and talents, 
we are all united. 

Later in the week, the children led their own Collective Worship, 
centred around the themes of friendship and respect. They 
reflected on how they can show respect in all aspects of life. They 
also created friendship bands, inspired by quotations from Charlie 
Mackesy’s book, 

Exploring Kindness and Finding out about 
Rosa Parks

Reception children at St Mary’s Prep have been learning about 
Rosa Parks, they also looked at how they are able to demon-
strate kindness and compassion to others. 

They have written about the life of Rosa Parks, showing a strong 
understanding of fairness and equality. 

The children used drama techniques to highlight the importance 
of kindness and inclusion and even created posters to hold on a 
‘kindness walk.’ The children in Reception have decided
that the only thing that matters is the kindness of your heart. 

Quotes of the week from the children ...

“The more you know someone, the more you can 
love them. People matter.”

“Be kind even if others aren’t.”

“Let’s just love everyone.”
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Can you help
support us?
Please consider contributing
to the costs of our ethos 
development work

You can donate via BACS, direct debit
or cheque payable to the Congregation
of Christian Brothers

To do so please contact the finance 
office, Marino:

FinanceOffice@edmundrice.eu
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What

New Staff and Governor Induction

New Staff and Governor Induction

New Staff and Governor Induction

ASIST Course

Connecting Classrooms CPD for Staff

Senior Edmund Rice Schools UK Debating Competition

Connecting Classrooms ‘Live Launch’ event

ROE Leadership Symposium on Charism. Session 2 Charism 
and Spirituality

Edmund Rice Schools England – Headteacher Retreat #3

When

20th January 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm

20th January 8:00 pm - 9:00pm

21st January 5:00 pm - 7:00pm

23rd January 2021 - 24th January 2021

26th January 2021 @ 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm

27th January 2021 @ 1:00 pm - 3:30 pm

26th February 2021 @ 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm

16th March 2021 @ 3:30 pm - 5:30 pm

18th March 2021 @ 1:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Where

Online

Online

Online

Woodeaves

Online

Online

Online

Online

Online

EDMUND RICE NETWORK:
EVENTS CALENDAR FOR SCHOOLS 2021

Stay up to date with the latest network news and events on our website 
www.edmundriceengland.org

or follow us on our social pages 
Facebook Edmund Rice England | Twitter @edmundrice_eng | Instagram @edmundriceengland


